
July 12, 1978 

Mr. Robert W. Knecht 
Associate Administrator 
Coastal Zone Management 
National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration 
U. S. Department of Commerce 
Washington, D. C, 20240 

Dear Mr. Knecht: 

I am pleased to transmit the Puerto Rico Coastal Management 
Program including the documentation needed to fullill the r e -  
quirements of subsections 306 (c) (4), (5), and (7) of the U.S. 
Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972, a s  amended. 

I have reviewed the Puerto Rico Coastal Management Program 
and have approved it a s  Government policy. The Department 
of Natural Resources is hereby designated a s  the lead agency 
for the implementation of the coastal management program. 
It is the single designated agency to receive and administer 
grants for implementing the coastal management program. 
Puerto Rico has the authorities and organization necessary to 
implement the management program. 

I expect the program not only to provide for the wise and 
balanced use of Puerto Rico's coastal zone but also to permit 
the zone to serve  present and future generations and, a t  the 
same time, be protected for its ecological, cultural and 
historic values. 

The assistance of the Federal Government in this program is 
gratefully appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Carlos Romero Barcelo 
Governor 



DEPARTMENT 
OF NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

July 10, 1978 

STATEMENT OF THE SECRETARY 

The Coastal Zone Management Pro jec t  has been i n  progress i n  Puerto Rico f o r  
th ree years. I n  March 1977, the Culebra Segment o f  t he  Puerto Rico Coastal 
Zone Management Program was approved by the Federal O f f i c e  o f  Coastal Zone 
Management and i n  A p r i l  t h a t  o f f i c e  awarded Puerto Rico funds t o  begin 
implementing the  Program i n  Culebra. 

Th is  f i n a l  Review Dra f t ,  t h e  f o u r t h  o f  a ser ies  o f  d r a f t s  o f  the  Puerto Rico 
Coastal Management Program, i s  combined w i t h  a f i n a l  environmental impact 
statement. Th is  d r a f t  represents the  cu r ren t  s ta tus  o f  p r o j e c t  work fo r  a l l  
o f  Puerto Rico and i s  intended t o  present the  recomended p o l i c i e s  and re-  
sponses o f  t he  Program f o r  f i n a l  review. 

I n  e a r l y  J u l y  1977, a F i r s t  Review D r a f t  was d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  Federal and 
Commonwealth agencies, mayors o f  coasta l  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s ,  and c i t i z e n  groups. 
I n  December 1977, a Pub l i c  Hearing D r a f t  i n  Engl ish and Spanish was d i s t r i b u t e d  
t o  the  organ iza t ions  l i s t e d  above. Pub l ic  hearings were h e l d  i n  l a t e  January 
1978. A Federal Review Dra f t ,  combined w i t h  a d r a f t  environmental impact 
statement was d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  March 1978. A p u b l i c  hear ing on t h a t  d r a f t  was 
he ld  i n  A p r i l  1978. Responses t o  many o f  the  c m e n t s  received from Commonwealth 
and Federal agencies and t o  those presented a t  t h e  p u b l i c  hearings have been 
incorporated i n  the  PRCMP. 

The f i n a l  Puerto Rico Coastal Management Program i s  expected t o  be approved by 
September 1978. 

I i n v i t e  and encourage you t o  comnent on the  F i n a l  Review Dra f t .  If you have 
any quest ions about the  Program, o r  wish t o  o b t a i n  more in format ion  please contact: 

Mr .  Gabriel  de1 Toro 
Ass is tan t  Secretary f o r  Planning 
Department o f  Natura l  Resources 
Box 5887 
Puerta de T i e r r a  S t a t i o n  
San Juan, Puerto Rico 00906 

I look  forward t o  a cooperat ive e f f o r t  i n  the  f u r t h e r  development o f  Puerto Rico's 
Coasta 1 Management Program. 

. Sol t e r o  Harr  ington 

Commonwealth o f  Puerto Rico, Department o f  Natural Resources 
OFFICE Muiioz Rwera Avenue, Stop 3, San Juan. Puerto Rico 
MAILING ADDRESS BOX 5887, Puerta de Tierra, Puerto Rlco 00906 


