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United States Department of the Interior
FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE

Boqueron Field Office
Carr. 301. K.M 5.1, Bo. Corozo

P.O. Box 491
Boqueron, PR 00622

Mr. Christopher Penny
Naval Facilities Engineering Command. Atlantic
6506 I-lampton Blvd.
Nodalk. VA 23508-1178

Rc: Final Expanded Range
Assessment/Phase I Site Inspection
Work Plan. Former Vieques Nm'al
Training Range. EPA 1D #
PRD980S,6221

Dear Mr. Penny:

INc hal'e received copy of the Nowmher 2004 Final Expanded Range Assessment 1()I' :11,:
runner VicClut'S Naval Training Range (V~\lTR). In f'uturc correspondence please rekr tn
HVS I racking # 147-105-0S-~87. The Sen ice had previou,ly COlTlmented on the ,h·"n
version 'If'this document. while mOSl of the Sen'ice's concerns have been incorporated
intl) this tinal vcrsion. wc hiive the t(Jllowing commcnts and recol11mendations:

1) Figure 2.2. The legend stating "sea turtle nesting areas" shouid be listed as
··Kno\.vn Sea Turtle Ne:)ting Areas". \Vhile Section 2.5 mentions thElI Figurt': 2-2

sh"ws known locations of sea turtle ncsting. the legend on the Figure does not speei I"
Ihat. We will continu~ to coordinate with the N3\'Y in the dcvelopment ofappropri,,"·
protocols to avoid impacts to nesting sea turtles during thcse and future actions.

~) Section ~.3.4. Eastern ConSetTa,;oli Area \MRA-Li. A). I IlL' Lonservatlon I:Ol1cS

(1n Vicques wCl'e established in 1983. However. prior to tbal date Ihesc areas were
simply pari of the overall VNTR area. The use ol'these lanels t'()I'miliiary activity
prior to the establishment nl'the Consel'lationlon~s is I"hat cOlicerns the Sel'yicc.
I'llI' example. Ihe Eastern ConserYfition lone lVas previollsly ass(leiatecl with tilL' Li,'c
Impact Arl;:'<.l. Photographic anaiysis s!10\\:$ signdlcanl groLlnd scarring in the] ()7(J
aClial i)!lotngrapll'.:. \\'ilhin this are;! \o\"hich \\a" 1<l1::r d~sjgnalcd;ls the E~lstcrn

C'oilSelYntic111/0r'>2, The source ofthl)St_' ground scars and ..\ hal \vent 011 in that ~irca

h,IS no! bet'>ll dl'!Crmined.

3; "";eClioll J.l.1. '1 hl'~"~' Lln: .-=('\ l';d! h~'~i':;;t> (;',;I.( ~IYC \,\ ithin rile <lr~;l:-i open lo the pun!;\:

tllUl \\'crt~ never Sll1'\\~>('d h> L1C Nr~'·~" t;!·_·<~.' 1;':"C' ~.lll~lH po,~·J'.l'! beRches are popUlar
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with the local residents and tourists. The beaches known as Playa Escondida. No
Name. Orchid. and Playa La Plata should be a priority for inspection and removal of
munitions related items. This concern has been mentioncd in writing and in several
meetings. maps showing these beaches have been provided to the navy in past
comments. Figure 3.1 is missing one of the beaches. It is the area known as Hidden
Beach which is located immediately west ofSWMU 2. With the closure of Blue
Beach due to road damage from this year's hurricane season this beach has received
increased use. The Service continues to recommend that these small pockct beaches
be surveyed first during the MRA inspection.
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4) Section 3.1.4.4. EMA MRS 12. This section is specific to the current Photo
Identified Site 9. In the ~Olir~;e of fi;;ld il1\ estigations and habitat monitoring. Service
biolo!!ists have found two additional sites which mav be associated with this site.

~ J

One is located in the saltnat area north of Puerto Ferro where small arms munitions
were apparently disposed of. Also two circular pits or craters were found near the
small beach on the western shore of Puerto Ferro. This information was provided to
EPA and the Navy in the Service's comments regarding the Junc 2004 Draft Phasc I
RCRA Facility Investigation Report. Former Atlantic Fleet Weapons Training
Facility. The possibility of including these two sites as part of this MRS inspection
should be considered.

5) Section 3.3.2 Vegetation Removal. We had previously requested that our personnel
be present during vegetation clearing operations. However. given thc current stafling
levels and workloads of the Vieques National Wildlife Refuge staff. it may not bc
possible to have a FWS biologist readily available to work with the Navy. Our
concern with vegetation removal is the possibility of impacting an endangered species
or finding a species not yet reported for Vieques. Since many of the areas designated
for transects have never becn surveyed for launa and 11ora. thc creation of these
transects and ephemeral data that can be collectcd during transect cutting will could
expand the known list offauna and nora for the islands. While we will attempt to
collaborate with the Navy and its contractors as much as possible. we recommend that
the avy also have a biologist on staff in Vieques to coordinate elT0I1s with the
Scrvice.

6) Section 5.1 Conceptual site model. thc model has a low potential for exposure in
sediment for wildlife. "'hile this may hold true for most birds. some species actually
probe the sediment to feed and the model does not take into account burrowing macro
invertebrates such as crabs. Also at risk to exposure in sediment is the research
scientist. wildlitC management worker. recreational user. park ranger and trespassers.
The main sources of sediment that the service is concerned with are those associated
with the wetlands and mangrove lagoons found in the VNTR. Also primary releases
in sediment should also include burial. mishandling or loss. and duds.
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7) Appendix A.9 Spill Prcvention. The opening paragraph states that spill should be
reported to the supervisor. sitc manager and PM. However it does not state that spills
will be then reported to the National Response Center (I 8004248802). which is the
sole federal point of contact for reporting oil and chemical spills as mandated by
federal regulations.

8) Section A. J 1.8. While this section will bc completed during project start up. we
recommend that EQB (Environmcntal Emergencies) and the Vieques ational
Wildlife Refuge manager be added to the notification list.

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on this document. if you have any questions
please contact Felix Lopez of m)' stafr at 787 85 J-7297 x 226.

Sincerely yours.

~~'fi;'~
r:icld Supervisor

Ihl
cc:
EPA. Vieques
EQB. San Juan
Vieques NWR. Vieques
Tim Gordon. USEPA. RCRA. New York


