COMMONWEALTH OF PUERTO RICO
Office of the Governor

Environmental Quality Board

Environmental Emergencies Response Area

July 16, 2008

Mr. Kevin Cloe, P.E.

Remedial Project Manager
Commander Atlantic Division

Naval Facilities Engineeting Command
6506 Hampton Boulevard

Notfolk, VA 23508-1278

RE: DRAFT SITE MANAGEMENT PLAN FISCAL YEAR 2008, FORMER
NAVAL FACILITIES, VIEQUES, PUERTO RICO

Dear Mr. Cloe:

The Puerto Rico Environmental Quality Board (PREQB) has completed its review of the
Draft Site Management Plan Fiscal Year 2008, Former Naval Facilities, Vieques, Puerto
Rico, dated June 2008. Enclosed our comments.

Please contact me at (787) 767-8181 X.6141 if you have any questions or comments about
our review.

Cordially,

AN B
Wilmarie Rivera
Federal Facilities Coordinator

cc Daniel Rodriguez - EPA
Richard Henry - FWS
Daniel Hood - Navy
Christopher Penny - Navy
Brett Doerr - CH2ZM Hill
John Tomick - CH2M Hill
Stacin Martin - CH2M Hill

Cruz A. Matos Environmental Agencies Bldg., San José Industrial Park Urbanization
1375 Ponce de Ledn Ave., San Juan, PR 00926-2604

PO Box 11488, San Juan, PR 00910
Tel. 787-767-8181 » Fax 787-766-0150
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PREQB Review of the Draft Site Management Plan for Fiscal Year 2008
Former Naval Facilities, Vieques, Puerto Rico
Dated June 2008

Section 1.1.2 says that one of the objectives of the SMP is to provide: “A description of
actions necessary to mitigate any immediate threat to human health and the environment”.
However, there is no mention of efforts by the Parties to prevent trespassing and to educate
the public on the hazards in the restricted areas. These efforts include emplacing warning
buoys, signage and education programs and are on-going. EQB asks the question: “Are
these efforts appropriate for inclusion in the SMP in order to fulfill the objective cited?”

Section 1.1.4.2 on Page 1-3 says, “DOI is currently developing a Comprehensive
Conservation Plan (CCP) for the Vieques National Wildlife Refuge that will outline its
concept for managing the refuge.” The CCP has been compleied and this statement should

be updated.

Some of the maps should be updated. For example:

o Figure 1-2 is “Vieques Sites to be Assessed Under CERCLA”. However, this map
shows more than what is required including “artillery safety fans”. There is also a
disparity between what is shown for the east and west. The west shows some
individual sites, however the east is only a series of boundaries that are not relevant
to this map including “Explosive Safety Quantity Distance” and “Greater Than 0.5
Naval Gunfire Rounds/Acre/Year”. EQB recommends that this map be revised to
show only the sites to be assessed under CERCLA.

o Figure 2-1 1s “East Vieques Sites To Be Assessed under CERCLA”. This map also

contains unneeded and possibly confusing mnformation including “Artillery Safety

. Fans”. It also appears to show the only “Munitions Remedial Investigation Sites” is

a portion of the LIA (based on the shaded portion of the LIA which is the only area

of the map that corresponds to this shading in the legend). EQB recommends that

the design of this map be evaluated to remove extraneous data and to more clearly
show the intended information.



