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NAVSTA ROOSEY RDS PAD

SAN JUAN STAR-—FEB,

" DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF ENVIRGINMENTAL
ASSESSMENT AND FINDING OF NO SIGMIFICANT IMPACT
FOR THE PROPOSED LAND COMVEYANCI: FROM THE US
NAVY TO THE PUERTO RICO PORTS AUTHURITY ON NAVAL
AMMUNITION SUPPORT DETACHMENT (NASD), U.S. NAVAL
STATION, ROOSEVELT ROADS, VIEQUES 1'3LANDS, PR

Pursuant to saction 102{2)XC) of the N:tdonal Environmerdal Policy Act (NERA) of
' 1969 ant the Council on Environmentil Quality regulations (40 CFR Parts 1500-
- 1508) implementing the procadural provis:ons of the NEPPA, the Depariment of
the Navy givex notica that an Environr antal Assessment ( SA) has been prepared
and an Environmental Impact Statement (ZIS) is not required for the proposed
land conveyance from the United Statss oof America acting by and through the
Dopartmernt of the Navy to tha Commonwsalth of Pusro Rico acting by and
through the Puerto Rico Ports Authority (PRPA).
The proposed action Is the conveyancs of two parcals of land, approximatily
106 acres (43hectares), from the Deparrnent of the Navy to the Pusrto Rico
Ports Authortty (PRPA). The 1and is iocated on the istanc of Vieques, Puerto Rico
in an area currently occupied by the Naval Ammuniton Support Datachment
{NASD) adjacont to the Amonic Rivera Rodriguaz Airport, The PRPA raquestsd
that the Nawvy convey 1o them the two parcsls of lanc 1o facllities the planned
sxpansion of the Antonio Rivera Rocriguaz Airport, Viecues. Parcel A, approxi-
mately 70 acres {28 hoctares), woukl be conveyed in tue simple. The planned
physical axpansion of the airport rLnway wouk! occur on Parcel A, Parcel B
approximately 38 acres (15 hectares) wouki be conveyad! in an easemernt. Parcel
B would include the safely area required for the exicnded runway.
The planned airport expansion [s necestary 1o suppert the development of an
improved and expanded tourist industry, which is the m ainstay of the economy
. on Vieques. The Commonwealth stiatecy for encourcing the sconomy s the
deveiopment of small quall.y resorts versus the very larye resorts, characteristic
-of the main island. American Airfinus has expresed an interest in senving the
island using American Eagie flights from San Juan international Aifport and has
raquastad that the airport be upgraded o ultimately accommodate the ATR-72
commuter aircraft and smalkor general vviation jets (3., Cassna Cltaion /L
Beechjel, Laar 35), ‘

- The analysls conductad in the ELA focuses on the patential offects of he

proposed action, which is limitad to the ~onveyanca cf the two parcels, and the
no action atternative. However, a genarzl discussion cf anticipated impacts from
the planned aimort expansion ig Inc uded when appropriate. It s recognized that
appropriate NEPA environmantal docurantation will ba prepared by the PRPA
and submitted 1o the Federal Aviation Adminigtration (SAA) to analyze potential
impacts fro subsequent constructian and operation of the runway expansion
plannad by the PRPA.

The analysis conductad in tha EA cinclu.ces that implarientation of the Pralerred
Alternative would have no significent adverse impacts on land use or physical,
nature, of cuthural rasources. A cutural rasources survey of the site Known as
Cabalic 3, and identified as Parce, A ang A-2, was conducted. Preservation
covenants will be included in tha dead 1 ensure there i3 no adverse ettect on the
significant component, An Environiental Bassline Survey of the property identi-
-fiad no environmental contamination concemns related (o the parcels associated
with the proposed action,
Basod on information gathered cluring the. preparation of the Environmental
Assassmant, the Navy finds that the cunveyance of ihe land to the Puerto Rico
Ports Authority will not significantly imp act human health or the environment, The
EA prepared for the Navy addrassing this action may be obtained from: Com-
manaer. Atlantic Division, Navai | aciliies Enginearing Command, 1510 Gilbert
Straet, Norfolk, VirginiaA 23511.2593 -Attn: Ms Lincla D. Blount, Code 2032L8),
Email BLOUNTLD G EFDULANT A VFA-NAYY.MIL or telephons (757) 322-4882.
A limitad number- of oopias-of the EA- are-availabie - flil single copy requests.
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