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I he tcnn ditch does not adcquatcl! clc\cribc thesc sites geologicall! or ccologicall! . 7 hc 
\I ord cl~tch i \  clclinccl a \  a long n>uro\\ cucm ation dug in the earth liich clearl! denotes 
:I man-made drainage and not a natural Seatuse in tlic terrain. I he Soil Stin cq map\ o f  
Viccliw listi thcsc \treams as -'intermittent not crc~,suble u i th  tillage itiiplemcnts" (Scc 
I igurc' I ) 7 lie 1IatcIi 0. 3000. 1 !; \rtn> C'orps of'  [-ngincers I:<-dcral liegister Zoticc on 
Y,,ltion\~ iclc I'ermits containi a I l \ t  oi'deliniiionc. one ol'\\hich is cphcmeral \trcarn. 
. \ i ~ o s c t i n ~  to the C'orps 01'1 ngi~iceri ( ( ' o r w )  a!i cphc111era1 stream i \  a sircam that 1~1% 

!Eix\\ IiIg \\<,ter oni! duril?!: ,liIll i i ) t  :t \ I io~t (!i i fation d t ~ r  a I Y ~ I P  c~ ,:11t i n  'k t! pi~.;11 !c:~r. 
I !lc ..lYt'alll hctli x c '  1 3 ) ~ ' : l t L ' ~ i  :!l.fli c : I : ?  \ \  .I! :: lL!tIli' > ~ 1 1 ? '  1 . 0 1 i i l ~ i  r r  oilnil\\ 2ter 1s not ,i 

~ O L I ~ C ~ ~  ~ ) I > \ \ C I L < ~  ~ ? ) s I I I ~ .  i f i ' y c t t , ~  ~ I ' ~ ~ I < J ~  s : I I I * ) ~ .  l.t!>111 ri~i~i?!II I \  ! I f <  ~IiIt~i~tr! < , < \ L I ~ c c  t > !  \ i L 1 t ~  

foi l!lc'hL' \ i t  call1. 



We feel that the Corps' definition best fits the steep streams that are found in tlie hill) 
areas of Vicques and mould prefer that the term epliemeral stream be used in this and all 
future documents for all streams not influenced bj ground nates. The term intermittent 
stream can be used to describe tl~osc streanis that ma! cleri\c their flon seasonallq b) 
ground \\ ater. 

Pre\ iousl) u e  expressed concern that although the site is located on steep terrain. the site 
bout~darj that J ou have defilieci does not extend to the stream's outlet to the sea. Instead 
the site boundarq stops at Road 200 u here the stream enters a culvert ~uider the road. 
I'his delitieation has continued in all subsequent in\ estigations including this one. 
ignoring that tlie stream has a logical terminus less than 1 I\ilometer a n ?  in the sea. We 
suggest that )our delineations cstenct to the streams outlet to the sea. 

Specific Col~in~ents: 

Section 3.4. Sediment Sampling: The locations of sediment saniplcs NDW07SD04 & 05 
arc not accuratcl! slionn on an! map. On Ju1) 6. 2004. linited States En\ ironmental 
Protection Agenc! and United States Fish and Wildlif'c Sen  ice (Service) representati~res 
inspected the discharge point of'tlie SWMlJ 7 stream. The strealii is t!pical of an) 
stream located on small Caribbean islands. Its inoutli is closed ofT by a sand beriii. 
although there nerc indications of recent overflon. and a sliiall mangrove estuary is 
located just behind the berm and a bit further inland (see photos). A survej as 
conducted fi-om tlie stream mouth up  to Road 200. The small mangrove is dol~iinated by 
black mangro\ es (,-11~icc.r1nict ~ ~ I W I ~ I I N ~ I S ) .  \\it11 some u hite mangrox e (I,ugz~r~cziltrr.i~~ 

, 
r.c~c.en~oscr). 1 here M as stailding ~i ater in the 111angro\ e at the time of the inspection. 
Standing \\ nter continued horn the beach to about 100 feet inland. 11 ith a channel x i  idth 
of about 3 fect. He) o ld  the mangro\ e there is a secolidarq channel that curves east atid 
apparc~itlq o\erflo\vs into a coconut g r o ~  c. There mas no defined evit clianncl. The area 
from the beach berm to this point. altliough small. is the floodplain and estuar) of the 
strcam. The main channel cont in~~es south. 'l'lie banl\s are steep and about 5 fect abo\ e 
the stream bed. Il ie banks are mell \ egetated and some small trees are located in the 
stream channel itsell.. 

The st! lizcd location map shonn in Figure 4-8 indicates that one sample may ha\ c been 
talken in the mangrm c estuarj and the other about 200 feet out in the Caribbean Sea. 
I I o u e ~  er. Appendis I;. Sediment Sampling Logs. indicates that NDW07SD04 was talien 
at the back end of the mangroves and that NDW07SDO5 \\as taken in the beach berm. 
k s c  sites should be better represented in Figure 4-8 or placed on an aerial photograph 
oi'the site. 

I'he rationale for sampling in the ~liangro\ e cstuarqr is not \\ell justitied. espcciall> if the 
data is to be used later for ecological risk assessment. I-he ecological risk assessment for 
this site. miich like all pre\ ious investigatiotis. concentrated on the upper portion of the 
site and does not adclress the loner estuarg area \.chich is the depositional zone fbr the 
stream. Although the doc~mient discusses the transport of possible conta~ninatioli dou n 
strcam. er! little effort mas made to sample dou n stream. It is our understanding that 



the two samples t a l m  in the arca of the stream innout11 nere not included in the risk 
assessment el  en though this \.\auld be the area at risk from long tcnn contaminated 
runofr' from upstream. We suggest that these t ~ v o  sa~nnplcs should ha\ e been included in 
ecological risk assess~nne~lt and the areas in the depositional Lone of the stream be 
i~nclucted in an) fi~ture sampling e\ ents. 

I'he rish assessment and sannpling plan should have been cl i l  icted into the upper stream 
arca \;\.here the Na\ J defined the site up to Road 200 ancl a l o w x  section which acldresseci 
impacts and rislks to the loner portion of the stream M here the mangroi e and coconut 
grm c are fhimd. 

7 - I hank 1 ou for the opportiunitt to comment on this action. if 5 oil ha\ e an) questions 
please contact Felik I,ope/ at 787 85 1-7297 ?i 326. 
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