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"MACRO-AESTHETICS WITHIN THE MICRO-REVOLUTION: Marc B h m ' s S h m  inViqws, PmrtoRico" 

by David CY a m  

Art is a weapm, aweapm for peace, WI& Mexkan muralist 
Diq~ Riuera inthe 1930swhen Ute spectre offhscirm m s o n  
the Tlw uwncy ofthis appeal and the pradox that it 
h a r k ,  that dfi:htingfm pace, have hardly disgpearedfrom 
the rwrld Sage. If the threat to h u m a ~ t y  haschangEil sim the 
early 20th' century, thk ti k a u s e  the current fh~eatismow 
insidious yetles easy toname m iddq$d terms Marewer. 
wen w h  Ute conending- for m agakt  humaw'sbest 
i n m s b  canbe cbariy identihi, the m-exkmm of these com- 
peting f m e s  within the con%ct of a "dr,hlization" under the 
aegis of We*m cam1 mmns m e t h i n g  pqhxing: definitive 
vicbnies thmugh Ute macm huctural transformation of the 
&ngcnder willremainelusive for the nearfuhv[e. Here as 
elsewhe. defending the enuironment m de militadring the 
planetwillmntinue toenkilwhat AntmioGramsi envished 
as a mjcmhsed "war c d @ W  linked to the pDpular m m  
mentwarldwide t o m m m e  hegem& indbhmsundexpin- 
Nngthe P a x A m e k n a  (whichinImpeaal expanseoutmipj 
bxhthe PaxRomana andthe PaxBritannica, andinmilitary 
might supssesewn thatof the TkdReichinrelationto its 
mntempararPs) 

The mmmandingexhibitionof m r a  h e n  multi-mdia art- 
w o r k s b y h h ~ ~  BBne, whjchwere rwenfp ondisplay in 
ViEpues, h r t o  Rim at the Museo Conde deMirasal, fum 
tkwxilib? a multi-dimensiod famt t, engage withmany ofthe 

abme -not& irmes. Anamtive  viewer WAS immdiaely muck 
by how Blane imphcitlydeployd art asa "weapm fm peace." 
while q b i t l y  trawfonningactual mapahsintoan art that was at 
OTWX peaceful inintent, but u n n e ~ n g  in its visual impact on the 
mctatar LiteallvasweUasm~~horjcallv.BBneusehisacmsid- -~ - - -  

Gable whnjcal s i d l a s a n a r ~ t  t, knsf-"modsinto 
~ h s h a r e s "  -- m, per ha^ mow accurately, mapahsofmaa 
demuctimint,imapesofmassdeceptlon 1nthiscase.Uteweap 
ow he usedasmatedfmanistk transfmmationwere nothingless 
than Ute residue (m simulations) of t h m  launched by the U. S 
Navy. which. from the 1940suntilMay I .  2004. liteally t a w d  
h ~ p a c t i o n s o f t h e l s l a n d o f V i E p ~ 5 f o r ~ h - - a l l ~ h d e t  
?he mntcidxtoy heading of 'pne&ng pace" and defknding U. S. 
'Naticmal security. "Nmikss to s y  .the applling enviammental 

condi%caate by thissystmicact of"spxPsimperihlkm" will 
h g  haw dkhlrbing co~~sepuems fm the heal& of citizens in 
ViEpues. hoorever pamful the W i m p e d a l  ituation ofthe island 
has now bemme. (Inded. for cleaningup fhe h u g  
amount of* waste left by the U. S G m m e n t  will remaina 
p s i n g  k u e  f m  the island's populationin the foreseeable future.) 

What makes M~IC Blane's mulf%mdia images a, mmpeIling 
vifllally. hugh.isnotjusthow they addream m e  b ~ l s  Utese 
urgent mncerius. Instead, what makeshis a- a, i-mble 
ishowtheys&i@asaa,butdonotsignalas~ns.  
Crucialtoany intel&entunderstbndingofaa, as wellastoany 
s w y  sxkl movement, iscritical thinkinganied withastute 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
&tomtion Advisory b a r d  M e t i n g  

for the  Inwstigationand Cleanup of WesternVieqws 
The public is invited to the fir* meeting of the Resbration Advisory Board (RAQ h r  the investigation 

and cleanup of western Vieques. The meeting will be held on h g u s t  IS&, 2004 from 5:00 PM until !?a3 PM 
atthe Ltghthouse in Isabel Segunda. 
The RAB will a d  as an advisory group, reviewing and commenting on environmental inveshgation 

reporis, sharing their views with the Navy and other governmentagencies and mostimportani3y, reporting 
investigation and cleanup ififormationback b the rest of the commtmity. The public is always welcome a t  
RABmeetings. There willbe a time set aside atthe end of the meeting for non-members to ask questions. 

If youhave questions a b u t  the RAE meeting or would like to nreive more infomation on the  RAB 
or t b  cuwent environmental irwestigations,please call Jeff Harlow V57-322-4813 or Chris Penny (757- 
322-4787), Navy Facilities Engineering Command Atlantic Elvision. For media inquiries, please contact 
John Peters of Navfac Atlantic @ 757 32280OS.For questiors i n  Spaniskplease call Susana Struve 
(703471-64OS a t .  4217). 

AVISO PUBLIC0 
Btmicin de la Junta de G n s e p  para la Bstauracicin 
para la investigaczn y limpieza del oeste de Vieques 

Se invita a1 puiblim a la primera reunidn de la Junta de Cansejo para la Restaui-addn (RAB px sus siglas 
en IngEs) para la investigaddn y Ilnpieza del oeste de Vieques. E t a  r e u i d n  re llevarli a cab0 el 18 de agos- 
to de12M4 de 5 M  a 900de la nache en el Fam en Isabel Sgunda. 

El RAB funcionars como un  grupo de consep, revisndo y comenttndo sobre 10s ififormes de la investi- 
gaczn  medioambiental, compartiendo a s  puntos de vista con la Marina y con o b s  agencies 
gubernamentaks, y lo m5s imprtante, &stxibuyendo informacicin sobre la inveshgacGn para la l i m p k 5  a1 
r e s b  de la comunidad. EZ puiblico siempre esti invitado a las reunbnes de RAB. Haua el final de la 
reunicin, se dedicad tiempo para responder las preguntas de las personas que no hrman parbe del RAB. 

Si usted t i e  p w p t a s  sobw la r e ~ ~ n i d n  del RAB o quisie~a recibir m& infomacidn sobre el RAB o 
las invwtigaciows medioamblntales actuales, llame a Jeff Harlow (757-32-48l3 or Chris Wnny (757- 
322-4783, Navy Facilities Engineering Command Atlantic Division. P r e p t a s  d e  la pensa, pox favor 
comuniqwse con John Pders d e  Navfac Atlantic @ 757 322-8005. Para pegunias  en Bp&l,por favor 
llame a Susana Struve CIB47I-6405 ext. 4217). 


