
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
NAVAL FACILITIES ENGINEERING COMMAND

ATLANTIC
- - 6506 HAMPTON BLVD
. NORFOLK VA 23508-1278

TELEPHONE NO:

IN REPLY REFER TO:

December8, 2005

State Historic PreservationOffice
Attn:Ms.Aida BelenRivera Ruiz
State Historic PreservationOfficer
G.tartel de Ballaja
Office336A
Old SanJuan
Sanjuan, PR 00906-6581

Re: Debris Removal at the Former Naval Ammunition Support Detachment (NASD), Vieques,
Puerto Rico

Dear Ms.Rivera Ruiz:

The Department of the Navyis currentlyin the planning stagefor removing debris, ordnance,
and!or potentiallycontaminated soil on portions of Vieques where ordnance or waste is present as a
resultof past Navy practices. The debris/ordnance removal is beingconducted under the
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERa.A) program,
with the intention of eliminating potentialfuture sources of contamination or explosive hazards. In
the course of implementing this program, archaeological resources maybe encountered While it is
believed that the removal areas arewithin previously disturbedlocations and in areas where
archaeological surveys have been completed, the Navyis submittingthe attachedinformationfor
your review and comment pursuantto Section106.

There are four sites (AOCJ, SWMU 4, SWMU6, and SWMU7 on the former NASD) for whichwe
requestyour reviewof planneddebris/ordnance removalactivities. The Navy is anticipating
performingthe removal activities starting in February2006and is therefore requesting a replyto the
Navy's determination of no effecton these four areas consistentwith the planned removalschedule.
The no effectdetermination is basedupon the facts that (1) allfour sites were the locations of
former Navyactivities (i.e., debris disposal at AOC J, SWMU6 and SWMU7; and ordnance
detonationat SWMU4) and, therefore, have been previously disturbed,and (2) three of the sites
(i.e., AOC J, SWMU6, and SWMU 7) are locatedin areas that has been surveyed archaeologically
and determinedto not containanycultural resources. An archaeological surveyhas been conducted
at SWMU4, but because of its large size, the Navy is inquiring whether additional considerationwill
be requiredfor specific areas at SWMU 4. The locations of the planned removalactivities at these
four sites areshown on the enclosed figures.

In addition, in the next several months,the Navy will alsosubmit an additional requestto review the
remaining areas for activities being conductedunder CERaA withinthe former NASD for your
reviewand comment pursuant to Section 106.

Quality Performance ... Quality Results
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We appreciateyour input in this process and look forwardto continuethe communication flow­
betweenthe agencies. If youhave any questions, please don't hesitate in contacting me at 757-322­
4787.

Sincerely,

~~,~W
WesternVieques Remedial Project Manager
NavalFacilities Engineering CommandAtlantic
EnvironmentalDivision
By directionof the Commander

Enclosures

Copy to:
PREQB (Ms. Yarissa Martinez)
NAVFAC ATI.ANTIC (Messrs. Byron Brant, Christopher Penny, Bruce Larson, Johnny Noles, Ms.

Madeline Rivera)
USEPA (Mr. DanielRodriguez)

. . DOl (Ms. SusanSilander; Messrs. Bud Oliviera, Oscar Dlaz)
Q-I2MHILL (Messrs. Brett Doerr,John Tomik,Ms. SusanaStruve)
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Figure 1-2
Aoe J, SWMU 4, SWMU 6, and SWMU 7 Location Map
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