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1. As requested in reference (a), advice on Federal and state environmental
protection agencies oversight authority of the NACIP program is provided.

2. Under the Comprehensive Environmental Response Compensation and Liability
Act (CERCLA), the President was given the authority to investigate a release
or substantial threat of a release to: (1) identify the existence and the
extent; (2) the source and nature of contaminants involved; and (3) the xtent
of danger to the public health or welfare or the environment. The President
was also given the authority to conduct remedial actions or other response
measures consistent with the national contingency plan to protect the public
health or welfare or the environment. The President delegated, in reference
(b), his functions, under CERCLA, to the Secretary of Defense with respect to
releases from Department of Defense facilities or vessels.

3. The policy of providing the cognizant Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) Regional Office and appropriate state environmental agency with copies
of completed (final) NACIP study reports was established in reference (c).
The State of Maine Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) request to
receive other NACIP program related reports and correspondence generated
during the course of a study is not required by legislation. However, it has
always been the Navy's policy to provide information to Federal, state and
local environmental enforcement agencies on a cooperative basis.

4. Northern Division recommends that the Navy meet with the Maine Departm nt
of Environmental Protection to: discuss the role of the EPA, DEP and Navy in
the NACIP program; and develop a cooperative line of communication which will
not overburden the Navy's resources. This Command is available to assist in #/
scheduling such a meeting. ~Or f/~
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5. Questions concerning this matter should be directed to Robert Kowalczyk of
the Environmental Branch of this Command. He can be reached at Autovon
443-6280 or (215) 897-6280.
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