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Ma. LouJde Lofchie '
Brunswick Area Citizens for a Safe Environment
p, O. Box 24S
Brunswick, ME 04011

Subject:~ ofDrt(t FY1ral wOric plQn, SUe 9. ~eptUne Drive DisPost4 stu. September 1994.

Dear Ms. Lofchie: ,
,

As requeatcd by .the·Btunswick,~ CitizenS"tOf a'Site Pnvircnmient (BACSB). Robert o.
Getbe:, Inc. (Gerber), lw reviewed the Drqft PiMl Work Plan,.Site 9, ,NtptuM Drive Disposal
SiU, dated September 1994. 'The document was 'prepared by ARB BDvitonmetitalS~~. Inc.,
(ABB--ES) for the U. S,Department of the'Navy for the Naval Air Station Brunswick (NAS
Bnuiswick) located in Bruriswick, Maine. 'In the subject documeot,.. the Navy' presents aitHpeeific
activities far conducting additional field .bivestigations of potential source~ at Site 9.

Site 9. also knoWn as the _Neptune Dri\Ie Disposal Site, is 10CiJed in the ~tr1l' portion at NAS .
Brunswick. The site initi8lly included thre:e areu of,potential contamina~n: the location of a
farmet incinerator and an assocl&ted ash disposal area: an Ilea reportedly used for bumins and
disposal of solvents; .and tw~ stream8exhlb!ting iron-staining chamcteriJtic of leachate. 'Results
of eatIier environmental inve.ttiga.tions were reported in the August 1990 Draft Final Remedial
lnvestigazlon (R!) and the April199i 'Drqft FInal SupplemDrltJl RJ reports prepared by B. C.
Jordan. The. September 1993 Drqft Technlcal Menwltvidumfo~ Sile 9 presented a summary of

. investigations and analyais conducted through 1993. and recommendations for future activities at
~liite.

. ' ,

We reYieweclluly 199·'-Propose.d P1lJ1"Jor Site 9 that presented the Navy's preferred alternative
for an interim remedial action for poundwater at Site 9. We provided you with written comments
on the Propo.wl PIDn at'the end of the public COlTUDCllt Peziod in our letter dated August 10, 1994,
We also reviewed theDr¢ Final Long Tenn Monllorlng,Plim, SUe 9, ,and the Drqft P7M11'.1lerim
Record ofD~lonfor an,Interim Re1ntdJar AetWn 01 Site 9, both dated August 1994, and,'
provided our comrncntJ to you in our~ dated A~guBt 19, 1994~ September '1, 1994,
respectively. We commented on an~ version of the subject document, the Draft Work PlIln,
Site 9, Neptu~ Drl~ Disposal ~le dated 1une 1994~ in our 1ettet to you dated 1uly 27~ 1994.
While the subject document addresses a number of the ques~ons. su"~ons. and issues we
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1dcntified in our lul)' 27, 1994leUer, several points remain outstanding. We would also like topolnt out that we have ftOt JeY1ewed tWo ,of the dacumeDts incotporated by leference in the subject .document, ABs..m t corpomte B_ cwl Safety Pl4n (HASP) and 1988 Q&lIJ1lty~Program Plan (QAPP), so we ate not able.to pmvide any comments relating to thoso twodacum,ents. OUrcomm~ OD the Droit Final W07k PllIn are as follows:

1. Pap t +. This Comment reiterates~ II in our1uly 27. 1994 letter conccmins thoJune 1994 version of lite subject document. A good deal of informatioa hu been added to the
CUlTCl1t VcrsiOD of the Work Plan 'In clarify the site-specific invesdgAtion methods and theratiMaJefor med10d and location se10:ti0n. Our intent In IIlllklna this comment is to point out theneed Cot a smtement of_ 'big piccw:'e' lor SiCc 9J and where the activities desc:rlbed In the ~orkP1Izn fit in the ovemUinvestigation and teinedla.tion 'scheme'. or scenarlo for 'Site 9., ,

It is ~t clear how the activities desCrlbed in the subject ~ment relate to the inte:im remedialaction for groundwater at Site 9 or tbe inVe:ltfptions at the Naval BIchange (NBXj gasolinestation. The In~uetion (or other appropriate section) should p~de an cxpIanadon of thevarious enWoDrt)ental inve.stlg8tiou bei.nl conducted at Site 9 and the NBX; and how the da!alenerated will be used to devdop' a ftna1 Ra:ord. of Decision (ROD). We also recall thatroadwork WO\1ld becond~ a1oD8Ncp~ Drivo this summer. At one of tho TRC meetingllwe attended, it was suggested that Ibe Navy~ advantage of the opportunity to obs=vesubsurface condidons In the middle ot Site 9," ~Qt there is no mention 0( tho Neptune Driveconsttuetion activitie3 in the Work Plan. .

2. Page 1--3. Given that the QAPP was prepared In 1988, does the Navy intend to review andposslbly tcYise the document? .

, 3. Pap 2-1. .How much limo will a!apIo between the completion of the field work (e.stimated
to 1ake two~) and the subminlon of the investigatiOn report for TRC review and comment?
4. Page 2.-3. Will TRC representatlva be consulted or fnfonned if the Navy finds it neee.&S8J1to deny clearance (or the sarnpl!n& loCIdons proposed in the Work PlIJ.n?

5., Pqe 3-3. IfDlgSatc is to be notlfted. as the respoDsc to comments on the previous versionof the Wont Plan indicates, the procedure, Inc1ud1ng who wU1 mark the investigation locations andnotify DigSafe. should be desc:#bcd f.q Section 3.1.3. .
. . ....6. Paaes~ -).8. The iddJtiozi.oftbe hlatorlca1lntormation in Section 3.2 is very helpful.However, there is no mention of the lnurlm ROD or the activities to be conducted under thoInterim ROD, and how the addltlonal ~esti&ations to be conducted. in ac:coi'dance with the .WorkPlan fit with the Interim ROD; . .

aoBnTC.
GERBER. INC.
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,. PapU. Sbould the term IfbeI.-bcl oU' u:sCd in the tint"paragraph in section 3.2.1 (and
elsewhere in the document) read Something ,lib -fuel ¢l .".10'4 aoU"

. . . .

L Pap 3-10. What is an ~equlVa1ent, melho4 tbit might~~ in place of the DBP method
4.1..2 tor~ fuel on iD aoil? BoealUI;' the total fuel Qt1 ineIhod 'w.m DOt detect tho upcer or J110te
volatile fuels that might be present, ~e son~ ahoWf also b,e analyzed by the DBP's total
paolini method .(4.2.3). , . . . . '.' " ' '

III &dditioft. the~ures fer coUectica,_~ orme soil samples f01 h~dspece~
ahoWd be described mare full)'. and shOUld be ,similar to those ~ Appeftdlx Q of the Chaptet 691
teguIatkml perta1ning to undetaround tanb.: ~or ~pfe. soil samples should reach a
tempetatUie of 15 to 25 • rather than ambient air tem,peral11t8, 'before a he8dspace teadh~. is .

, 1akal. A duplicateofthe.~ simPle should' be collected ~ the appIOprlate conCl!ncr for
Iabomtory analysis. u once a sample ia used for headspace measurement, it Is no loqe:r auilable
for chemical analylii. ' ... '

, '.
, "". .'

The w't sentence in the pago should be' revlaod to datity what will. bappeft if rio sample yields
~PI mete: reading abovo~ wm the aampies at a depth comparable to that where die
'fue1odor- and .~ aoalr.ed on (sOil?)- were obseMd be soilt for laboratory ~ysl.s?

. . . . .

9. li'age 3-12. The last 5en1enCe on Ibcpap ltat:ea th8t ·clean cuttings· will be placed above the
~ during well installation. 'What'= the critr::ria and the method for detetmWni itcutdnst
are ·clean-'

10. Plae'3-16. The portion of Conunont 8 abOv~ ft&UdinI the ~eq~t I to the DBP total
fut.l oil method and the ni=ed,fcrCOild~ oftbeDBP's total gaso1iDe method to~ mare
volatile fuels also applies to the~~p1es coUeided, in test pita..

11. Page 3-19. What arc the~ fOr~ when in situ parameters monitored during
purging arc amsid=-e4 ~stabmms-?'. .

12. Page 3-20. How will the -deslrcd dCpth· to drive the HydtoPwieh be detemrlned? While
the depth 10 the bottom of the weD. screeoafD MW-914 ancl MW-915 are Jalown. bow will the top
of the clay be determined? What parameter1 wU1 die ground~ samples collected with the
HydroPunch and from m~toring wens be analyzed,for? ..

13. Pale 4-1. The secOnd sentence in the first puaireph in~ 4.1 ata.tea tha1 aU aamplea
coI1ected for laboratory analysii will be ~yzed for f\Je1 oil. .The method numbei sboWd be
provided forthe.~ and any .·eq~t •~~ In addition, W1ysia by a total pso~e

" aoUJlTCi.
GERBER, INC•.
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~ to detect more volatile fuels should also be condllCt,ed. The nen-to-last sentence on the
page appean to,be misainl a wofd. , '

" .
, '

14.. Paps 4-2 .. 404. What doa the beading'iIi the riPt column o(Tablc 4-1 mean ind why does
. it tbanp from 1Itow concentratlon water~ limit- to 'watar detedion'Umft' partway down
pI3e 4-37 '1bc1aI1 fuel oil metbod for .... u wen as the total p so11ne me&hod8 for both IOU
and water,~ be~ to Table 4-1."

1!. Pap 4-g. 'Ibe thhd bullet on thepap w,uld be =vised to include the total fuel 011 methOd
,tar water, u well u the total pso1ino methods for both IQB~ water.

16. Page AaU. 2-9. The tal mentions four~ of conccm: PABs, 'DeB, DCA, and
vinyl cbloridc. However, Tables A-I and A·2 include detectlons of other contamlnanta, IUCh as
chlordane and 2-butanonC. 'Why armIt the8e other C:on!amlnants 'of concern for worm health'and
~7 ' ~

17. Pale A.3-i. By how 'm~ch ~,_uild PI meter readings be meeded before work
zono workers back of(f)? The Action Levels ahoul4'bc clearly described. How and where will
background radiatiOIJ ,eadinis be determined?

, , '

18.. Page A.5-1. Section A".S.1 should be Ievised to rel1ect that enilneains controls may
~e nece.\S8IY to continue on..site inveatiptions'(see page A.3-3).

190 Page A.6-1 & ,"2~ The last aantalce on page ~1 should be iev1sOd to reflect that Thermo
Environmental, not HNU, mecc:n will be'used. Do the 'IhenDo BIlvirorimental meteta use _ two
differ=t UV sources at the aame time? It DOt, what are 'the c:rireria for lO1ectlnl which source to

, use? '

. . . .
200 Page A.ll·3. Bcc:ause the HASP has been revhed signiflcantly since it Was ftI1t submitted
for review in lune 1994. The Hca1~ and Safety'Manager may need to review and approve the
final version.,' ': ': '

21. ApPendJx A-I. ConuDent 16 above alsO ipplics to the Cbemlcal dati. includeclln AppeftC1ix
A-I. For example. should information conoemin& 2--butanone also be included?

, , ,

u. GaeraI Comment. Whil~ many of~i»sues or suggatioas we and othm taised ~ Our
comments on the June 1994 vmion of ~ave been addressed by 'the inclusion of dcWled
inlormB.tion in the cum:nt Work Pltm, an~r ofisSuCs should be included or expanded upon.
The tcpic8 that shouldbe'~ in the Wort Pkm include: the additional tasks. such u review

,of historical 'air p1wtos and evaluation'of nearby building uses, to ~tify potential upDTadlent
sources; what will be included in'the data prcaCn~ and int.e1ptetation JePOrl. and when the. ,.,.' .

a.OBJi&TCi.
GERBER, INC.
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report will be~ aACI. the Ie1ationaMp of thia w~k~ to the intedm RQD and the NBX
gas ItidlOIl J.nvc:sdpfjon. The e=munity also remains eonccmcd that coniambwlts detected in
the streo.m sedJmeirts at Site 9~ addressed in a timely aridap~ &shion.

P1eaJe do not hesitate to live llS a'call if'yeju~~ qUeltlOns on the~ abovo.

~L.C-
Andrews L. Tolman, C.G.
Vicc'PlUident " ChIef Hydrogeologist

JlOJlIllT o.
GERBER. ~C.c:: .


