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I. PURPOSE 

This Action Memorandum documents the time-critical removal action to be conducted under the authority 

of the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA), 40 Code of 

Federal Regulations (CFR) 300.415, for Munitions and Explosives of Concern (MEC) 

Investigation/Removal Action at Site 12 Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) Area at Naval Air Station 

Brunswick (NASB), Brunswick, Maine. 

 

The objectives of the time-critical removal action for MEC at the Site 12 EOD Area are as follows: 

 

• Clear the surface of munitions explosive hazards 

• Mitigate the explosive safety hazard and risk to human health and the environment 

 

These objectives will be accomplished during the time-critical removal action by investigating and 

removing surface MEC at the Site 12 EOD Area.  In support of determining safety hazards, trenching will 

be conducted within the Site 12 EOD Area during the time-critical removal action.  Information gathered 

during trenching activities will be used to aid in the understanding of the types of subsurface material 

potentially presenting an explosive hazard (MPPEH) [material documented as safe (MDAS) and material 

documented as an explosive hazard (MDEH)], MEC, and non-MEC materials, soil characteristics, depth 

of burial of MEC, and general depths to bedrock and/or groundwater.  Any suspect MEC and MPPEH 

encountered during removal activities will either be secured and treated in place or, if safe to transport, 

transported to a consolidated treatment area for Blow-In-Place (BIP) operations.  In conjunction with the 

Site 12 EOD Area time-critical removal action, a removal action will be conducted at the Former Munitions 

Bunker West (FMBW) Area to confirm the absence of MEC.  The actions will be combined for efficiency 

purposes, and the FMBW Area removal action is being conducted to confirm the absence of MEC.  

Although no MEC or MPPEH are expected to be encountered at the FMBW Area, if any of these 

materials are found, they will either be secured and treated in place or, if safe to transport, transported to 

the Site 12 EOD Area consolidated treatment area and addressed in the same manner as Site 12 EOD 

Area items, as described in this Action Memorandum. 

 

II. SITE CONDITIONS AND BACKGROUND 

A. Site Description 

The following sections provide a brief description of the site and establishes the conditions for the time-

critical removal action; identify the physical location of the site; define site characteristics; identify 

conditions that may result in a release or threatened release into the environment of a hazardous 
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substance, pollutant, or contaminant at the site; and define the National Priorities List (NPL) status of the 

base. 

 

1. Removal Site Evaluation 

The time-critical removal action described in this document addresses MEC contamination at the Site 12 

EOD Area Munitions Response Site (MRS).  The Site 12 EOD Area was used from 1981 through June 

2004 for disposal of small quantities of ordnance, pyrotechnics, privately manufactured explosive devices, 

and war souvenirs.  The site was officially designated a Class “D” disposal site with a maximum limit of 

25 pounds net explosive weight (NEW) on September 18, 1990.  The site was redesignated as a training 

area with a maximum limit of 5 pounds NEW and bare charges only in June 2000.  In October 2002, the 

site was reclassified as a Class “D” disposal site with a limit of 25 pounds NEW and retained that status 

until June 1, 2004, when EOD activities at NASB were officially terminated.  It was reported by E.C. 

Jordan Company (1991) that since 1984, EOD activity has consisted of six “burns” for training and 

destruction of ordnance/explosives.  

  

2. Physical Location 

NASB occupies approximately 3,200 acres in Brunswick, Cumberland County, approximately 25 miles 

northeast of Portland, Maine.  The installation is located south of U.S. Route 1, approximately 2 miles 

east of Brunswick’s main business district, and 5 miles inland from the Atlantic Ocean (Figure 1). 

 

The location of the Site 12 EOD Area is shown on Figure 2.  Site 12 EOD Area is a 112.7-acre site 

located in the southeastern portion of the installation.  The site boundary is based on the 1,250-foot 

Inhabited Building Distance (IBD) established as the range limit, and the actual area where MEC is 

expected to be present is much smaller at 23 acres (i.e., bounded by the perimeter road).  The site is 

located in a remote, open, upland area on Buttermilk Mountain.  The northern portion of the Site 12 EOD 

Area slopes slightly to the south with a 10-foot change in elevation.  The northern half of the Site 12 EOD 

Area is marked by undulating hills, and the southern half of the site is relatively flat.   

 

3. Site Characteristics 

NASB has been home to three active duty and two Reserve squadrons and 29 tenant commands 

(Malcolm Pirnie, 2007).  The facility was designated for closure based on the 2005 recommendation of 

the Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) Commission with an operational closure date of September 

15, 2011.  The Armed Forces Reserve Center, to be located north of the Site 12 EOD Area, is scheduled 

for construction in 2010.  Figure 3 presents the area where the Reserve Center is to be constructed. 
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The Site 12 EOD Area currently has a 5-to-6 foot-tall earthen berm approximately 60 feet long by 100 feet 

wide located in the central portion of the site.  One control bunker, located approximately 200 feet 

southwest of the current earthen berm was occupied by military personnel during detonation of explosive 

charges.   

 

Historical aerial photographs of the Site 12 EOD Area from 1958 to 2006 were reviewed as part of the 

Preliminary Assessment (PA) Addendum (Malcolm Pirnie, 2007).  Several areas in the southeastern 

portion of the site appeared to resemble demolition craters.  On two photographs, dated May 1992 and 

November 1993, there appeared to be two areas surrounded by berms, the existing berm and another 

located directly southeast sharing a portion of the existing berm structure as part of its embankment.  In 

addition to the PA Addendum historical aerial photographs, the internet provided imagery dated April 28, 

2001, which showed five pits located inside the existing berm area that were most likely related to 

detonation operations that took place during this time.  

 

Historical aerial photographs were again reviewed during the Site Inspection (SI) to establish the 

approximate locations of two historical berms directly southeast and east-southeast of the current berm.  

The primary focus of the SI (Tetra Tech, 2009a) was the entire berm area (both historical and existing) 

that had been used for planned demolition operations, including the surrounding area where kick-outs 

and munitions fragments may have landed. 

 

4. Release or Threatened Release into the Environment of a Hazardous Substance, 
Pollutant, or Contaminant 

Based on the results of several investigations, Site 12 EOD Area is known and/or suspected to contain 

MEC, consisting of discarded military munitions (DMM) and unexploded ordnance (UXO), potentially 

presenting an explosive hazard.  MEC represents a safety hazard and may constitute an imminent and 

substantial endangerment to on site personnel, local populations, and the environment due to its 

explosive potential.  The SI Report (Tetra Tech, 2009a) confirmed historical and visual evidence that 

MEC is present at Site 12 EOD Area inside and possibly outside of the historical and existing berm area.  

Suspect MEC items were found on the ground surface in and near the detonation area.  MPPEH items 

along with areas of significantly elevated magnetic influence were found outside of the berm area and 

within the perimeter road, and anomalies were identified within, between, and outside of the existing and 

historical berm areas.     

 

5. NPL Status 

NASB was listed on the NPL on July 22, 1987, under both federal and state response. 
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6. Maps, Pictures, and Other Graphic Representations 

Maps depicting the facility and site location, MRS details, NASB property transfer timeline, and removal 

action areas are presented in Attachment 1 to this Action Memorandum. 

 

B. Other Actions To Date 

1. Previous Actions 

Several investigations have been performed at the Site 12 EOD Area including a Supplemental Feasibility 

Study, PA Addendum, and SI, as discussed below. 

 

During a 1989 investigation of the Site 12 EOD Area, what appeared to be two small demolition craters 

and a dumpster were present within the existing berm area, as documented in a study titled Supplemental 

Feasibility Study Report (E.C. Jordan Company, 1991).  Six burns were conducted as training exercises 

at the site to destroy ordnance and explosives between 1984 and 1989, according to the study.  To clear 

the site for exploratory work, limited surface and subsurface surveys were conducted by EOD-certified 

personnel in 1990, including a detailed inspection of the EOD training area and adjacent terrain (inside 

and outside of the current berm area).  Subsurface clearance at sample locations was conducted using a 

Forester MK-26 Ordnance Locator.  The berm area was confirmed to contain MEC.  After clearing the 

site, three test pits approximately 20 feet apart were excavated.  During the excavations, an expended 

solid rocket-fuel booster (“JATO” bottle) was unearthed.  Other similar devices were observed just outside 

the berm area.   

 

The PA Addendum (Malcolm Pirnie, 2007) summarized the history of munitions use at the site and 

provided the results of a visual survey, assessment of current conditions, and Conceptual Site Model 

(CSM).  The PA Addendum concluded that the entire Site 12 EOD Area was an area suspected to 

contain MEC and MC and recommended an SI to determine the presence or absence of MEC and MC at 

the site.   

 

SI field work was conducted at the Site 12 EOD Area in July and August 2008 (Tetra Tech, 2009a).  The 

SI confirmed historical and visual evidence that MEC may be present at the site inside and possibly 

outside of the historical and existing berm area.  Suspect MEC items observed on the ground surface in 

and near the detonation area included two smoke grenades, one cartridge case, and an unidentified 

ordnance-related item (suspected to possibly be a JATO M8 rocket motor) was found just outside of the 

berm area and within the perimeter road.  A gator mine was found in the detector-aided surface sweep 

transects outside of the berm area to the northwest.  A munitions debris (MD) item, a rocket motor, and a 

frag item were also discovered during the detector-aided surface sweeps along with several areas of 
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magnetic influence (response from the detector) outside of the berm area and within the perimeter road.  

Anomaly density around the berms was determined to be moderate to high during subsurface 

geophysical surveying and more extensive than anticipated.  Several large high-amplitude anomalies 

were detected outside of the existing and historical berms and at the edges of the SI geophysical survey 

boundary.  Areas with several anomalies located within close proximity of one another, and also areas of 

general elevated response were identified during the geophysical survey; these areas could possibly 

include a greater density of munitions-related metal including MEC.  The SI recommended clearance of 

surface MPPEH (MDAS and MDEH), MEC, and non-MEC materials during a time-critical removal action 

to facilitate further subsurface investigation for MEC during a subsequent Remedial Investigation (RI).  

Trenching activities were also recommended at locations where targeted subsurface anomalies (as 

shown on Figure 4) were identified during the SI geophysical survey to verify the nature and type of 

subsurface MPPEH (MDAS and MDEH), MEC, and non-MEC materials, soil characteristics, depth of 

burial, and general depths to bedrock and/or groundwater.   

 

2. Current Action 

No other actions are currently being conducted at the Site 12 EOD Area.  However, as part of the BRAC 

property transfer process, construction of the Armed Forces Reserve Center, to be located north of the 

site, is scheduled to begin in 2010. 

 

C. State and Local Authorities’ Roles to Date 

1. State and Local Actions 

The environmental activities at the Site 12 EOD Area are being conducted under CERCLA authority and 

the NASB Federal Facility Agreement (FFA) dated October 19, 1990.  The NASB Project Team includes 

representatives from the Navy BRAC Program Management Office (PMO) Northeast, United States 

Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) Region 1, NASB, Maine Department of Environmental 

Protection (MEDEP), Mid-Coast Regional Redevelopment Authority (MRRA), and Brunswick Area 

Citizens for a Safe Environment (BACSE).  The regulatory agency with oversight of CERCLA operations 

at NASB is USEPA Region 1.  The Navy is the lead agency for performing cleanup at NASB with 

oversight by USEPA Region 1 and MEDEP.  Navy BRAC PMO Northeast provides technical guidance 

and management for all environmental projects at NASB.   

 

2. Potential for Continued State/Local Response 

USEPA Region 1 and MEDEP will continue to be involved in CERCLA-related environmental activities at 

the Site 12 EOD Area and NASB per the requirements of the FFA. 
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III. THREATS TO PUBLIC HEALTH OR WELFARE OR THE ENVIRONMENT AND 
STATUTORY AND REGULATORY AUTHORITIES 

A. Threats to Public Health or Welfare 

Section 300.415 of the National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan (NCP), 

40 CFR Section 300.415, outlines the factors to be considered in determining the appropriateness of a 

removal action.  Section 300.415, paragraphs (b)(2)(vi) and (b)(2)(viii) apply to the current situation at this 

site.  The paragraphs are provided below: 

 

• 300.415 (b)(2)(vi) - “Threat of fire or explosion.” 

• 300.415 (b)(2)(viii) - “Other situations or factors that may pose threats to public health or welfare or 

the environment.”  

 
The Site 12 EOD Area is known and/or suspected to contain MEC, which represents a safety hazard and 

may constitute an imminent and substantial endangerment to on site personnel, local populations due to 

its explosive potential.  The MEC investigation/removal action will be conducted to clear munitions 

explosives hazards from the surface and to mitigate the surface explosive safety hazard or risk to human 

health and the environment.     

 

NASB is in the closure process, and this site along with areas near and surrounding the site will be 

transferred outside Navy control after response actions are completed.  Construction of the Armed Forces 

Reserve Center, to be located north of the Site 12 EOD Area, is scheduled to begin in 2010.  In order to 

ensure the safety of workers associated with the construction project, surface clearance will be performed 

to protect against potential exposure to MEC and other munitions-related items that may be on site at 

Site 12 EOD Area.  For example, construction vehicles and foot traffic are expected in and around the 

construction effort associated with the proposed Armed Forces Reserve Center, and this area may 

overlap Site 12 EOD Area.  Therefore, MEC needs to be cleared and removed from this site.  

 

B. Threats to the Environment 

Threats to the environment are also outlined in Section 300.415 of the NCP, 40 CFR Section 300.415.  

Section 300.415, paragraphs (b)(2)(vi) and (b)(2)(viii) also apply when considering threats to the 

environment that currently exists at this site.  The paragraphs are provided below: 
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• 300.415 (b)(2)(vi) - “Threat of fire or explosion.” 

• 300.415 (b)(2)(viii) - “Other situations or factors that may pose threats to public health or welfare or 

the environment.”  

 

As stated in Section III A, Site 12 EOD Area is known and/or suspected to contain MEC which represents 

a safety hazard and may constitute an imminent and substantial endangerment to the environment due to 

its explosive potential.  Refer to Section III A for supporting information.   

 

IV. ENDANGERMENT DETERMINATION 

No specific human health or ecological risk assessments have been conducted for the Site 12 EOD Area.  

However, based on the reasons cited in Section III, if MEC is not addressed by implementing the 

response action selected in this Action Memorandum, an imminent and substantial endangerment to 

public health, welfare, and the environment would be present at this site.  MEC represents a safety 

hazard and may constitute an imminent and substantial endangerment to human health and the 

environment due to its explosive potential. 

 

V. PROPOSED ACTION AND ESTIMATED COST 

A. Proposed Action 

The proposed removal action, its ability to achieve compliance with Applicable or Relevant and 

Appropriate Requirements (ARARs) and meet removal action objectives, and its estimated capital cost 

are summarized below. 

 

1. Proposed Action Description 

The tasks associated with investigation activities to support the MEC removal action at the Site 12 EOD 

Area are as follows:  

 

• Clearing and grubbing of site vegetation, as necessary. 

 

• Instrument Verification Strip (IVS) for quality assurance (QA)/quality control (QC) during detector-

aided surface surveys. 

 

• Detector-aided surface surveys/surface investigation and surface MEC removal at the Site 12 EOD 

Area within the perimeter road and extension beyond the road, as necessary.  
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• Trenching (at 12 locations) at the Site 12 EOD Area to acquire data on the type, depth, and volume of 

MEC/MPPEH within the selected trench areas. 

 

• Reporting, management, and disposition of MEC, MPPEH (MDAS and MDEH), and non-MEC 

materials.  

  

Figures 4 and 5 present the MEC investigation/removal action areas at Site 12 EOD Area.   

 

Results of this MEC trenching investigation and surface clearance will be used to aid in planning the RI.  

The pond at the Site 12 EOD Area will also not be investigated at this time but will be investigated during 

a subsequent RI.  

 
The details of the removal action summarized above are presented in the Work Plan prepared by Tetra 

Tech (2009b and 2010).  The MEC investigation/removal action Work Plan addresses vegetation 

clearance, detector-aided surface surveys, trenching, and treatment via BIP or other procedures.  All 

investigation and removal action activities will be performed in accordance with CERCLA Sections 104 

and 121, Executive Order 12580, and the NCP.  

 

2. Contribution to Remedial Performance 

The time-critical removal action will mitigate the surface explosive safety hazard and risk to human health 

and the environment, and, via exploratory trenching, will provide critical information in support of 

determining safety hazards in the subsurface to aid in planning the RI.  This action will mitigate the safety 

hazards of workers associated with the nearby Armed Forced Reserve Center construction project.  This 

Site 12 EOD Area time-critical removal action effort will also aid in planning for follow-on geophysical 

surveys for areas outside of the historical/existing berm area and intrusive investigation during a future RI 

and will allow the MC SI to proceed at this site.   

 

3. Description of Alternative Technologies 

The selected time-critical removal action was considered to be the most effective technology for the MEC 

investigation/removal action work at the Site 12 EOD Area.  Alternative technologies were not considered 

for the MEC investigation/removal action work due to the explosive safety hazard and risk to human 

health and the environment.   

 

4. Engineering Evaluation/Cost Analysis  

An Engineering Evaluation/Cost Analysis (EE/CA) is not required for a time-critical removal action. 
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5. Applicable or Relevant and Appropriate Requirements 

The TCRA documented in this Action Memorandum will comply with ARARs to the extent practical.  

Determination of ARARs is site specific and depends on the types of MEC, site location, and removal 

action to be performed.  The following are potential federal and state ARARs for the removal action at the 

Site 12 EOD Area: 

 

• Military Munitions Rule (40 CFR Part 266, Subpart M) – identifies whether military munitions are solid 

waste potentially subject to hazardous waste regulations and provides standards for transportation 

and storage of solid and hazardous waste military munitions.  In accordance with 40 CFR 

266.202(c)(2), used or fired munitions at the Site 12 EOD Area are considered solid waste because 

they were assumed to have been “recovered, collected, and then disposed of by burial, or landfilling 

either on or off a range.”  Any potential unused munitions at the Site 12 EOD Area would also be 

considered solid waste, in accordance with 40 CFR 266.202(b)(1), because they were assumed to 

have been “abandoned by being disposed of, burned, detonated…, incinerated, or treated prior to 

disposal.”  Although MEC and MPPEH items (MDEH) identified at the site are expected to meet the 

reactive (D003) hazardous waste characteristic, transportation and storage of these hazardous waste 

munitions within the Site 12 EOD Area (as planned for this removal action) are exempt from RCRA 

requirements based on 40 CFR 266.203(a)(1) for transport and 40 CFR 266.205(a)(1) for storage.  

MEC/MDEH items recovered during implementation of the TCRA will be demilitarized to render them 

non-energetic or inert; therefore, they would no longer meet the definition of military munitions 

provided in 40 CFR 260.10.  These materials will be transported off base for recycling at a certified 

facility. 

 

• Clean Air Act (CAA), National Ambient Air Quality Standards and National Emission Standards for 

Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAPs) (40 CFR Parts 50 and 63) – Requirements for monitoring of air 

emissions must be met; activities will be carried out in a manner that will minimize potential air 

releases. 

 

• Endangered Species Act of 1973 – No federally listed threatened or endangered species have been 

identified as potentially occurring at NASB, and habitats for state-listed threatened and endangered 

species do not occur in the site area (E&E, 2010).  Transient bald eagles may fly over the installation, 

but no bald eagle nests are located within the base (E&E, 2010). 

 

• Migratory Bird Treaty Act – More than 140 species of birds, many of which are migratory, have been 

recorded at the base, including the state endangered grasshopper sparrow and the state threatened 
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upland sandpiper.  If any birds protected by this act or the Endangered Species Act are found to be 

nesting in an area to be disturbed by the removal action, the nests will be marked for avoidance. 

 

• Establishment of Air Quality Regions [38 Maine Revised Statutes Annotated (MRSA), Section 583, 

MEDEP Regulations Chapter 114] – Remedial actions should not result in degradation of air quality 

classification (Class II for the Portland Metropolitan Region).  Compliance will be achieved by wetting 

soils during excavation, as necessary. 

 

• Maine Ambient Air Quality Standards (38 MRSA, Section 584, MEDEP Regulations Chapter 110) – 

Establishes maximum levels of a particular pollutant permitted in ambient air.  Particulates in the air 

will be reduced by wetting soils during excavation, as necessary. 

 

• Maine Hazardous Waste Management Rules [06-096 Code of Maine Regulations (CMR) 800-802, 

850-854, 857] – Any waste generated during remediation must be tested, and if hazardous, it must be 

handled, stored, and disposed of according to these standards. 

 

• Erosion and Sedimentation Control (38 MRSA 420-C) and Stormwater Management (38 MRSA 

420-D; 06-096 CMR 500) – Erosion control measures must be in place before activities such as 

filling, displacing, or exposing soil or other earthen materials occur. 

 

Acquisition, transportation, and storage of donor charges to be used to treat recovered MEC/MPPEH will 

be in accordance with Federal Acquisition Regulations (FAR) 45.5, United States Department of 

Transportation (DOT) regulations (49 CFR), Federal Explosives Law and Regulations in Alcohol Tobacco 

and Firearms Publication (ATFP) 5400.7, and 27 CFR Part 555, Subpart K, in addition to various 

Department of Defense (DoD) guidance documents including DoD 5100.76M, AR 190-11, and 

OPNAVINST 5530.13C.  

 

In addition to the ARARs provided above, the following munitions guidance documents are cited as 

guidance “to be considered” during conduct of the removal action: 

 

• DoD Instruction 4140.62, Material Potentially Presenting an Explosive Hazard, 25 November 2008, 

which defines policy and responsibilities for management and disposition of MPPEH. 

 

• OPNAVINST 8020.15A, Explosives Safety Review, Oversight, and Verification of Munitions 

Reponses, 27 February 2008, which provides policy, defines authority, and assigns responsibilities 

for the explosives safety aspects of munitions responses. 
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• NAVSEA Operations Pamphlet (OP) 5, Ammunition and Explosives Safety Ashore, 1 March 1995, 

Revision date 15 January 2001, which addresses the characteristics and hazards of ammunition, 

explosives, and other related hazardous materials and to specify standardized safety regulations for 

all operations where ammunition and explosives are or are intended to be present. 

 

• NOSSAINST 8020.15B, Explosives Safety Review, Oversight, and Verification of Munitions 

Responses, 26 January 2009, which assigns responsibility and establishes procedures and reporting 

for requirements to enable NOSSA to provide effective review, oversight, and verification of the 

explosives safety aspects of munitions responses. 

 

• DoD 6055.9-STD, DoD Ammunition and Explosives Safety Standards, 29 February 2008 

incorporating Change 2, 21 August 2009, which establishes uniform safety standards applicable to 

ammunition and explosives, to associated personnel and property, and to unrelated personnel and 

property exposed to the potential damaging effects of an accident involving ammunitions and 

explosives.  

 

• DoD 4160.21-M-1, Defense Demilitarization Manual, October 1991 and incorporating Change 1, 14 

February 1995, which sets demilitarization policy, prescribes uniform procedures for assigning 

demilitarization codes to DoD property, and directs methods for completing demilitarization. 

 

• EM 1110-1-4009, Military Munitions Response Actions, 15 June 2007, which provides procedures to 

be used to perform engineering and design activities for all phases of the MMRP.  Chapter 14, Work 

Plans, provides guidance regarding preparation and review of work plans for munitions response 

actions. 

 

• Engineer Pamphlet (EP)-75-1-2, Munitions and Explosives of Concern (MEC) Support During 

Hazardous, Toxic, and Radioactive Waste (HTRW) and Construction Activities, 01 August 2004, 

which provides procedural guidance, technical specifications, personnel and training requirements, 

and health and safety criteria for MEC support during HTRW and construction activities. 

 

• United States Corps of Engineers (USACE) Guidance Documents published by the United States 

Army Engineering and Support Center in Huntsville, AL: 

 

Safety and Health Requirements Manual, EM 385-1-1, 3 September 1996. 
 
Basic Safety Concepts and Considerations for Munitions and Explosives of Concern (MEC) 
Response Action Operations, EP 385-1-95a, 27 August 2004. 
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Munitions and Explosives of Concern (MEC) Support During Hazardous, Toxic, and Radioactive 
Waste (HTRW) and Construction Activities, EP 75-1-2, 01 August 2004. 
 
Procedures for Demolition of Multiple Rounds (Consolidated Shots) on Ordnance and Explosives 
(OE) Sites, March 2000. 
 
Engineering and Design – Ordnance and Explosives Response EM 1110-1-4009, June 2007. 
 

• Department of Defense Explosives Safety Board (DDESP); Minimum Qualifications for UXO 

Technicians and Personnel, Technical Paper (TP) 18, 20 December 2004, which provides minimum 

qualification standards for personnel conducting DoD UXO-related operations. 

 

• NASB Munitions Debris Handling Requirements. 

 

6. Project Schedule 

The time-critical removal action at the Site 12 EOD Area is scheduled to begin in the summer of 2010 and 

will continue through approximately August 2010.  Construction of the Armed Forces Reserve Center is 

scheduled to begin in 2010. 

 

B. Estimated Costs 

The estimated costs for the proposed time-critical removal action, borne by the Navy, are $475,000 

including planning documents, field work, and reporting.  There will be no operation and maintenance 

costs for the MEC investigation/clearance after this removal action is completed. 

 

VI. EXPECTED CHANGE IN THE SITUATION SHOULD ACTION BE DELAYED OR NOT 
TAKEN 

If no action is taken or if the action is delayed, MEC present at Site 12 EOD Area would present a 

potential explosive safety hazard and risk to current receptors including on-site personnel during day-to-

day activities, workers associated with the nearby Armed Forces Reserve Center construction project and 

the planned MC SI, potential future receptors after the site has been transferred outside of Navy control, 

and current and future ecological receptors. 

 

VII. PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 

Planning of this time-critical removal action has been coordinated with the NAS Brunswick Restoration 

Advisory Board (RAB), which is composed of concerned citizens and is supported by the NAS Brunswick 

Technical Team.  Quarterly RAB meetings are held to notify the public of significant milestones in the 

environmental cleanup program at the base.  In accordance with 40 CFR 300.415(n), a notice of 
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availability of the Administrative Record File will be published in the local newspaper within 60 days of 

signing of the Action Memorandum.  The notice will also inform the public of the 30-day public comment 

period.  Pertinent documents from the Administrative Record File will be made available for public review 

at the Information Repository located at the Curtis Memorial Library, 23 Pleasant Street, Brunswick, 

Maine. 

 

VIII. OUTSTANDING POLICY ISSUES 

There are no outstanding policy issues. 

 

IX. ENFORCEMENT 

The Navy has taken responsibility for development and implementation of the time-critical removal action.  

The time-critical removal action at the Site 12 EOD Area meets the substantive requirements of 

applicable requirements and governing regulations. 

 

X. RECOMMENDATION 

This decision document presents the selected time-critical removal action for MEC at the Site 12 EOD 

Area at NASB, Brunswick, Maine, developed in accordance with CERCLA, as amended, and is consistent 

with the NCP.  This decision document is based on work that was completed by the Navy and on the 

Administrative Record for the site.  The Navy is funding this project.  
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