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Eastern Carolina COG
responds to audit findings

2010 audit indicates problems persist; board works to correct

By DAVID ANDERSON

Freedom ENC

The annual audit for
2010 indicates the East-
ern Carolina Council
of Governments still
faces problems in its
small business lend-
ing program, but the
COG board’s leadership
is pledging to correct
those problems.

“We want to empha-
size that, though we be-
lieve we have addressed
and are correcting all
the adverse audit find-
ings, we are continuing
with a top to bottom re-
view not just of the Re-
volving Loan Fund is-
sues, but of all the
Council’s operations,”
board President Steve
Keen said in a recent
statement.

The Eastern Caro-
lina Council, based in
New Bern, has come un-
der fire in recent years
for irregularities in its
federally-funded Re-
volving Loan Fund pro-
gram. The program is
designed to provide fed-

For more information on
the Eastern Carolina COG, call
252-638-3185 or visit eccog.
org

erally-backed loans to
small business opera-
tors in Eastern North
Carolina who other-
wise cannot obtain bank
funding.

The COG board is
tasked with managing
the loan program, but
more than $650,000 in
unpaid loans have been
written off in recent
years.

Keen stressed that
finding was “prema-

ture,” because more
than $100,000 has since
been obtained from

a “loan loss reserve
fund.”

Borrowers have also
started making pay-
ments, and the COG has
recovered more than
$41,000, and “experi-
enced collection coun-
sel” has been hired
to obtain more back
payments.

“We want our Coun-
cil to continue to be an
effective voice for the
needs of our region with
the state and feder-
al governments,” Keen
stated.
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North Carolina Boys Choir
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In Concert
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NOTICE OF UNITED STATES NAVY'S INVITATION
For Public Comment on
Proposed Plan
Operable Unit 2, Site 10, Hot Spot 2
Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point, North Carolina

This Proposed Plan presents a revision to the original selected remedy for past
environmental concerns af Site 10, Hot Spot 2 at Operable Unit (OU) 2 at Marine Corps Air
Station (MCAS) Cherry Point, and provides the rationale for this preference. The United
States Department of the Navy (Navy) proposes a Soil Cover with Groundwater Monitoring
as the appropriate remedy for Hot Spot 2, because the original remedy of Soil Vapor
Extraction was not effective at this soil hot spot.

The Navy, the lead agency for site activities, and the support agencies, the United States
Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) Region 4, and the North Carolina Department
of Environment and Natural Resources (NCDENR) issues this document. The Navy and the
USEPA, in consultation with NCDENR, will make the final decision on the Preferred
Alternative for OU2, Site 10, Hot Spot 2 after reviewing and considering all information
submitted during the 45-day public comment period that commenced April 11 and has
been extended to June 10, 2011. The Navy and USEPA, in consultation with NCDENR, may
modify the Preferred Alternative or select another remedial action for OU2, Site 10, Hot
Spot 2 based on new information or public comments; therefore, public comments on the
Preferred Alternative are invited and encouraged. Interested parties may submit written
comments fo:

Mr. Jason Williams, Code OPNCEV
Naval Facilities Engineering Command Mid-Atlantic
6506 Hampton Blvd, Norfolk, VA 23508-1278
Phone: (757) 322-4088

The Proposed Plan is based upon the findings of previous site-related documents
contained in the Navy's Administrative Record for MCAS Cherry Point. The Administrative
Record can provide important background and site investigation information about the
Site.  The Proposed Plan and specific Administrative Record reference documents
associated with OU2, Site 10 are available via the MCAS Cherry Point Environmental
Restoration  Program  (ERP) public web site and can be accessed at
http://go.usa.gov/2EH, then click “Administrative Record File” link.

Note: Some internet browsers do not include Department of Defense (DoD) digital security certificates, which
may result in a security warning recommending the user not proceed. Though there is no harm in
proceeding, to avoid such security alerts, first download the DoD Root CA Certificates by following the
instructions at the following web site: http://dodpki.c3pki.chamb.disa.mil/rootca.html

A link has been established for the Proposed Plan during the comment period for ease of
document access: http://go.usa.gov/YjY

If you do not have personal access to the internet, a hardcopy version of the Proposed
Plan may be obtained at the Havelock-Craven County Library (301 Cunningham
Boulevard, Havelock, North Carolina 28532) during normal business hours. The library can
be contacted at (252) 447-7509.




