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LETTER REGARDING ADDITION OF STUDY AREA 17 FORMER U S NAVY ROCKET
RANGE TO THE INSTALLATION RESTORATION PROGRAM NCBC DAVISVILLE RI

06/10/2010
U S EPA REGION I



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
NEW ENGLAND - REGION I

5 POST OFFICE SQUARE, SUITE 100
MAIL CODE: OSRR07-03

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETIS 02109-3912

June 10, 2010

Jeff Dale
Dept of the Navy, BRAC PMO Northeast

Code 5090 BPMO NE/JD, 4911 South Broad St

Philadelphia, PA 19112-1303

Re: Identification ofa New Study Area Under the Federal Facility Agreement (FFA) at the
fonner Naval Construction Battalion Center. Davisville, RI

Dear Mr. Dale:

In accordance with §31.1 of the Federal Facility Agreement (FFA), the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) proposes the addition of a new Study Area. EPA is aware that the RI Army
National Guard is investigating a former Navy rocket range (Areas 3D, 3C, & 38 - see attached
map) at Camp Fogarty under the MMRP.

The available documents have noted that "The results of the sampling event found elevated lead
contamination in the interior benn. The Firing Range Characterization Report does not contain
the level of detail needed to accurately identify impacted areas of the former firing range." "Lead
in Areas 3C and 3D from former use as a small anns range" and that "Areas that are now part of
the confidence course area did show remnants oflarger projectiles." Also noted; "Based on
historical maps of this area, the Navy used this area, which encOmpassed Maneuver Areas 3D,
3C, and 3B as; I) a rifle range ... , and 2) later as a range for 3.5-inch rockets ... Presently, a
confidence course is located in Area 3C; with the backside of berm located between 3C and 3D
included in the MRS designated as TA-3D. Both 3.5-inch rockets aod 40 millimeter (mm)
practice mortars have been identified within this "back berm" area. Munitions debris (some
fuzed, but all non HE) has also been found within Area TA-3D."

Therefore, EPA proposes to add this area to the FFA as Study Area 17, Former US Navy Rocket
Range, in order that a more thorough investigation be conducted through the Installation
Restoration program in accordance with §31.2 of the FFA. Under § 31.3 of the FFA, the Navy
aod the State of Rhode lslaod, as parties to the FFA, have thirty (30) days from the date of receipt
of notification of this proposal to agree to the addition of this study area or to invoke a dispute
through the FFA.

EPA reminds Navy that in accordaoce with §31.4 & §31.6 of the FFA, the Navy is required to
submit a Study Area Screening Evaluation (SASE) Work Plan within 90 days ofa determination
that the Former US Navy Range should become Study Area 17. However, EPA is amenable to
discussing skipping this SASE step in the remedial process and proceeding directly into a



Remediallnvestigation in order to "Fast-Track" this site to a remedy decision.

Ifyou have any questions with regard to this letter, please contact me at (617) 918-1384.

sin7aL#i~
C~e A.P. Williams, RPM

Federal Facilities Superfund Section

cc: Richard Gnttlieb, R1DEM
10hnathan Reiner, ToNK
Steven King, RlEDC
Dave Barney, BRAC PMO (via e-mail only)
Bryan Olson, US EPA New England (via e-mail only)
LTC Randall K. Church, RJ Army National Guard (via e-mail only)
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