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Captain Paul D. Chamberlin, Commanding Officer
Department of the Navy
Northern Division

Navai Facilitics Engineering Comimand ' ‘l ) 2
10 Industrial Highway LT

Mail Stop #82 . R
Lester, PA 19113-2090 S
RE: CBC Davisville, [R Site 09, “Allen Herbor Landfill ' .
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provides not only the most env1r0nmemally sound .‘ohmon but a comprehiensive and prdulcal
solution which will promote successtul base reuse.

Both the Phase I1I Remedial Investigation Report and Feasibility Report for Allen Harbor
Landfill are in final dratt form. Information contained in these reports supports the need for a
RCRA Subtitle “C™ cup for thie site. Discussicn and correspondence from boti the USEPA and
the RIDEM support this proposed action. The Towa of North Kingstown concurs based on the
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At issue has been the question of whethier to include as a part of the RCRA “C” cap
proposal the dredging of materials from the entrance to Allen Harbor or purchasing soil from
offsite and transporting it to the landtill. The Harbor entrance sediments have been tested by the
Town at the request of the Navy for chemical and physical parameters and found to be acceptable
for use in the landfill cap by N cnsultants
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purchased materials. The numbers preparéed by-the Navy’s contractor estimated the difference at
less than $100,000. This is less than one (1) percent of the cost of capping the Landfill and will
offer a more comprehensive environmental solution to cleaning up the base.

We believe that the use of dredged sediments from Allen Harbor channel provides a.
synergistic solution to the capping of the Allen Harbor Landfill. First of all the use of dredged
material recycles material rather than mining new materials. This is consistent with the overall
NEPA direction of minimal environmental disruption. Secondly, the use of dredged materials
for the proposed wetland restoration/creation at the base of the landfill slopes is logical since the
sediments were in all likelihood originally from wetlands in the area. In addition the materials
from the channel are more appropriate for wetlands’ restoration since they are not virgin inland
material which is what would be purchased from a material supplier. Third, the use of the
dredged materials will enhance the ability to use Allen Harbor, one of the few sheltered harbors
in Rhode island. A shelitered harbor offers a unique opportunity to protect boats during storms.
By restoring the channel to its original depths the protective aspects of the Harbor can be used
more fully, thereby reducing environmental damage in the future. Finally, the use of the dredged
materials for capping the landfill will further the environmental restoration of Narragansett Bay
by encouraging the use of a state-funded boat pump-out facility. The use of this facility is -
currently limited by the inability of large vessels to enter the harbor.

The Navy has had a presence in North Kingstown since 1942. The closing of NAS
Quonset Point in 1974 had a negative economic impact on the community. The process of
closing CBC Davisville in 1994 incorporated a process intended to minimize impacts on the
community and maximize reuse potential. The formation of the community base reuse
committee to assist in the transition of the base to civilian uses was to provide a “blueprint” for
the community and the Navy alike to follow, setting the stage for a cooperative effort. The stated
goal of the Base Reuse Plan is “’to assist the community in fostering the creation of much needed
economic development and jobs at a time when economic restructuring is paramount in public
policy and planning.” The Navy’s required Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is based on
the recommendations of the Base Reuse Plan and successful base reuse is dependent on the
expeditious and appropriate remediation of contaminated sites. Curing the landfill by
incorporating the dredging of the Harbor entrance and the reuse of those sediments respects the
- cooperative effort the Navy and Town have enjoyed, responds to the spirit of the base reuse plan
and the EIS, and sets the stage for healthy and successtul use of Allen Harbor.

We trust that the Navy will honor this request and look forward to hearing from you
shortly.

Sincerely,

”~
Richard Kerbel
Town Manager



