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ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

1021 N ORTH GRAND AVENUE EAST, P.O. Box 19276, SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 62794-9276,217-782-3397 

JAMES R. THOMPSON CENTER, 100 WEST RANDOLPH, SUITE 11 -300, CHICAGO, IL 60601 , 312-814-6026 

(217) 557-8155 
(FAX) 782-3258 

August 15,2005 

Department of the Navy 
NA VF AC MIDWEST 

ROD R. BLAGOJEVICH, GOVERNOR 

c/o J. Blayne Kirsch 
Environmental Department 
201 Decatur Avenue 
Great Lakes, Illinois 60088-5600 

Re : Letter from the Navy, Dated August 2, 2005 
Regarding Transite Impacted Topsoil at 
Naval Station Great Lakes, Great Lakes, Illinois 

Dear Mr. Kirsch: 

0971255048 - Lake County 
Naval Training Center Great Lakes 
Superfund/Technical Reports 

The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (Illinois EPA or Agency) is in receipt of the Navy's letter 
regarding transite-impacted topsoil at Supplyside Landfill, Naval Station Great Lakes, Great Lakes, 
Illinois. It was dated August 2,2005 and was received via facsimile on August 3, 2005. The submittal 
requests approval to add an additional 12,000 cubic yards of transite-impacted topsoil to the northern half 
of the Supplyside Landfill. This would be over and above that which has already been placed there and 
discussed previously, in the Agency's March 7, 2005 letter. 

Illinoi s EPA has reviewed the Navy's letter and considered your request. As noted in our previous letter, 
this situation is unfortunate, but it appears to be a recurring theme there on base. It appears the likelihood 
of finding transite-impacted topsoil on base during any excavation work is highly likely. The Navy should, 
therefore, assume this is the case and prepare all future work plans with this in mind. The Navy will need 
to consider in those plans, the additional costs for disposal of potentially contaminated media, the personal 
protection equipment requirements, and the safety requirements regarding mobilization of the fibrous 
material and suppression of dust during any fieldwork. Ill inois EPA will be reviewing all future 
documents with this in mind. 

In regards to the Navy's request to place an additional 12,000 cubic yards of transite-impacted topsoil on 
Supplyside Landfill , the Agency has made the fo llowing determination: 

As per the telephone discussion between the Navy and Illinoi s EPA on July 22 , 2005, subsequent face-to
face discussions, and the referenced letter, our understanding of the situation is that the additional 
impacted topsoil is from the same recapitalization program on base as the original source, will be limited to 
this one revision in volume, and will be placed entirely on the northern end of Supplyside Landfill. It is 
also understood that there will be placed above the impacted soil a geotextile fabric and a minimum of 6 
inches of clean, imported topsoil. There will be established a vegetative layer to control erosion of the 
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placed topsoil, in order to ensure the transite material will not be exposed at the surface where there would 
be an unacceptable risk to human health. Finally, the appropriate land use restrictions would be placed on 
the property, as discussed previously. 

While the Agency believes this additional volume of contaminated topsoil should be disposed in an 
appropriately licensed facility according to the State's regulations rather than as requested, it is also 
understood that the cost for such disposal would be significant and would place a substantial hardship on 
the Navy program under which it would be invoiced, which would affect future environmental work on 
base. Illinois EPA also understands that there is already in place on Supplyside Landfill, a fairly large 
volume of transite-impacted topsoil, and the change in final grade to that part of the landfill, by placing the 
additional 12,000 cubic yards, would be minimal (approximately 1 foot in elevation). With all of this in 
mind, including the Navy' s requested course of action, Illinois EPA has decided to concur with the Navy' s 
request to increase the quantity of transite-impacted topsoil on Supplyside Landfill. However, the Navy 
should consider this the last revision to the proposed course of action. Illinois EPA will not be amenable 

. to any further changes, either to the volume of topsoil included or to the addition of any other waste 
material to either landfill, Supplyside or Forestall. Any future additions to either landfill would be 
considered the re-opening of that landfill , which would make the current State landfill regulations 
applicable. 

As noted in the Agency's previous letter and in the Navy's letter, Illinois EPA would like to review the 
• geotextile specifications, prior to its installation, to ensure it will be appropriate for the use intended. 

• 

If you have any questions regarding anything in this correspondence, you may contact me at (217) 557-
8155 or via electronic mail at Brian.Conrath(wepa.state.il.us. 

Sincerely, 

Brian A. Conrath 
Remedial Project Manager 
Federal Facilities Unit 
Federal Site Remediation Section 
Bureau of Land 

,ide, 
BAC:~RAC:H :lglntclForrestalLFI081505ltr 

cc: Owen Thompson, USEPA (SR-6J) 




