
, .-- 
WASWIYGTON. O.C. 2 310710 0 -- 

and Public' . . . , 

United  Stat -  'Senate' - ' , , 

washing%, a.c: . 2051'0 . , - , :  - RETAIN R ~ U R N  
- 2  
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REpp WITHIN 3 DAYS 
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Thirnk. you for your letter of septemtk Xi, 1989, about 
cleanup  pera at ions at the Melville &ubk Industries' pier area 
i n  Ports~~outh. The" Navy" shares" your" concern' in' this matter:, and 
we agree that cleanup operations there'should be conducted in an 

. appr priate and expeditious manner. 1 
? 

j" 

. Whe,$. this property was sold to Rhode Island in 1983, t$ree 
sites witkin the 70 acre parcel were considered t o  contain i 
hatar 5ouk or potentially hazardous materials. Since then, ,@. 
have demoiished "and ' rhoved contaminated " f a c i l i t i e s  a t  two :of 
these s:lilFes, a fonner sewage treatment building and associ.ated 
sludge, aqing beds. ' .I.; 

,~ 1. -  

Tht9;third site is the former ~eiviiie ~ o r t h  Landfill - F'we 
w i l l  advertj..se a contract to  remove oil contaminated' soil giLes 
on the surface of'the old landf i l l  in about 30 days,. with the 
work to .&gin in early 1990. ' Hovever, contaminants may also ,be 
below the surface, a possibf l i t y  we must assess ..as "part of a 
remedid!:' investigation and feasibility study., We should cogplete 
this stuky in November 1990, and will' use it as our basis f y r  
determining what remedial actions are required' to complete$y 
'clean th& si te .  

.. - 
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' ihile the investigation and sleanup process i s  length& it 
is abso$dtely necessary that the Navy,proceed in a delibexafe 

,nanner,:'#nd in full accordance with guidelines mandated by'the 
Envirodental Protection' Agency. This process ensures.- each 
hazaraouf,waste'site is properly remediated on a priority basis, 
-depending on M e  nature of pollutants found in the investigation. . i !  - 

W e  appreciate Melville Marine Industries offer to conduct 
its own .i/nvestigation and cleanup, hovever, the Navy will c+nducf . 
the clganup because ve are liable for any contamination on tihe 
site. 3 9  are unable to guarantee reimbursement for any vorl$' 

' perfoh* by the' property owners. 
t '1 r 




