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Dear Sanator Chafee. o - R REPLY WITRIN 7 DAYS O

Tbnnk 7ou for your letter of September 21, 1989, about
Cleanup operations at the Melville Marine Industrles' pier area
in Portsuouth. The Navy shares~your concern in this matter, and
we agre= that cleanup operatxons there should be conducted 1n an
appr prlate and expedltlous manner. i

when this property was sold to Rhode Island in 1983, tliree
sites within the 70 acre parcel were considered to contalne
hazarious or potentially hazardous materials. -<Since thea,$we
have Jemoiished ‘and removed contaminated facilities at two‘of
these sites, a former sewage treatment building and assoc1ated
sludg« dry;ng beds.’ A ‘#

Thei'third site is the former Melville North Landfill. i'We
will advertise a contract to remove oil contaminated soil piies
on the surface of the old landfill in about 30 days, with the
work to liegin in early 1990. ~However, contaminants may also be
below tlie surface, a possibility we must assess as part of a
remedial’ investigation and feasibility study. We should cofiplete
this study in November 1990, and will use it as our basis fu.

determining what remedlal actions are requlred to completel v
Clean the site.

]
)

@hlle the investigation and cleanup process is lengthy, it
is abaolutely necessary that the Navy proceed in a del;berate
Env1roni€ntal Protection Agency. This process ensures-each:
"hazardous waste 'site is properly remediated on a prlorlty bas;s,

~depend1ng on the nature of pollutants found in the investigation.
B

wo apprecxate Melville Marine Industries' offer to conduct
its own i'x'xvestlc_;at.:xm'n and cleanup, however, the Navy will conduct
the cleanup because we are liable for any contamination on the

site. de are unable to guarantee reimbursement for any work’
performed by the property owners.
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Let me assur "you that the Navy“is diligently pursu
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complete cleanup’of the ‘property as quickly as possible wi ‘ -
approved guidelines and funds. :!our“suppozt"ofgg:nding“régﬁtgted
in the' President's budget” for the Installation~Restoration
Program (IRP) will help ensure timely cowpletion of this and
other 'hazardous waste’remediations. ‘We would be happy to brief
_¥You or your staff on this or any other aspect of the IRP!

:1 . .
As always, if I’ can be of further éssistance, pleasé dont

-hesit§te to contact nme. . B
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o H. Lawrence Garrett, III"
bt Secretary of the Navy
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