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Dear Ms. Townsel:

This letter is in regard to the september 1989 report entitled
"Hydrogeologic Investiqation: Underground Storage Tanka OT...4,
OT-7,.OT-8, OT-9 and 54-H - U.S. Naval Submarine Base - New
London, Groton, Connecticut" prepared by russ & O'Neill, Ina.
EPA has reviewed this dooument and otfers the followinq comments
and recommendations with regard to additional investigatory work
to be performed at the aforementioned underground storage tank
areas.

•
Based on data provided in the above referenced report, there is
evidence of release~ of petroleum from these underground'storaq
tanks (USTS) and/or their assooiated piping to ground water and
soil. There 1s currently not enough information, however, to
adequately characterize the nature and extent ot %~eleases relat d
to these UST~. Although the data presented indicate that
releases of No. 2 fuel 011 and fuel-related BTEX compounds to
soil and ground water have occurred, it is uncertain whether the
presumed "waste oils" stored in the tanks desiqnated as
reclamation tanks also contain other hazardous constituents.

Given that the USTs in the upper base and 16wer b~se areas are
potential sources of SUbsurface and ground ~ater contamination,
the UST's contents must be physioally evalu~ted ~nd sampled.
Although results of the hydrogeologic inve1i9at1.~n revealed the
presence of No. 2 fuel oil and BTEX oompau s in ~oil and ground
water, there were no analyses conducted fo other VOCs,
semivolatiles, metals, pesticides or PCBs. i Therefore, samples
should be oollected from each UST and anal~zed for the full list
of TeL/TAL parameters to confirm or deny t1te presence of
hazardous constituents in the source areas., In addition, fUll
TeL/TAL analyses should be conducted on so11s and ground water
near tanks OT-4, OT-5 and 54-H to define the extent of
contamination in these areas. In addition,: the "underground·
lines which run from the piers to the stor,g6 tank areas" in th
upper base an~ pipin9 between tanks in the I lower base should be
thoroughly investiqated as potential sourc s of c:ontamination.



2 

Should you have any questicm or comments with reg;$ ;y6fhe 
above, please do not hesitate tb calI me at (617) 

- , 1 

look forward to hearing from you soon, 

Sincerely, 

ReaDedial Project Manager 
Federal Facilities Superfund Section 

cc: Paul. Jamesan, CTDEP 
William Mansfield, SUBASE New London 
Matthew Ho&gland, USEPA 
Dale Weiss, AlIianca Technologies Corporatim 


