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Mr. Mark Lewis

Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection
79 Elm Street

Hartford, CT 06102

Re: Installation Restoration Study
Naval Submarine Base - New London
Response to Comments Dated May 31, 1994
Atlantic Project No.: 1256-14-05

Dear Mr. Lewis:

The Navy has prepared the following responses to Connecticut Department of
Environmental Protection’s (CTDEP) comments of May 31, 1994 regarding the draft focused
feasibility study (FFS) for the Area A Landfill, dated March 28, 1994. No responses are
provided regarding the other FFSs as the remedial actions evaluated in the FFSs for the DRMO

- and Spent Acid Storage and Disposal Area are to be performed as removal actions rather than
as final actions under a record a decision, and the remedial actions for Area A
Downstream/OBDA are to be re-evaluated pending the results of additional ecological
investigations. Your comments for these sites will be addressed in preparation of the action
memorandums for the DRMO and Spent Acid sites and the feasibility study for Area A
Downstream/OBDA. '

GENERAL COMMENTS

Paragraphs 1-4

The remedial action proposed for the Area A Landfill is an interim action based on the
risk assessment and ARAR evaluation in the Phase I Remedial Investigation (RI). The Navy
feels an early action is warranted because of the risks and ARAR requirements identified in the
Phase I RI. In particular, ARARs indicate that a cap will be required and PCB-contaminated
surficial soils pose a risk to human health above levels generally considered the minimum
acceptable level for environmental risks. As such, the interim action was developed to address
contaminated soils/landfills contents. A groundwater investigation for this site has been

- completed as part of the Phase I RI. Based on this investigation, a Phase II RI work plan was
developed to fill data gaps identified. The Phase II field investigations are nearing completion
at this time and the draft Phase II RI report should be available for your review in March of
1995. It should be noted that the Phase I RI did not identify any unacceptable existing risks due
to- contaminated groundwater and that values of contaminants above ARAR/TBC values in
groundwater only occurred at a small percentage of sample locations at concentrations generally
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less than an order of magnitude above ARAR/TBC values. The Phase I RI data does not
indicate the existence of any source areas or hot spots that require remediation to protect
groundwater quality. The Phase II RI report will indicate any adverse impacts due to the low
level contamination in the groundwater emanating from saturated landfill materials. Any such
adverse impacts identified will be addressed by a groundwater remediation program. Any future
groundwater remediation required will be compatible with the interim actions proposed for the
landfill contents.

Paragraph 5

No specific response regarding the proposed PCB cleanup standard for Area A Landfill
has been received by the Navy. However, based on CTDEP’s response to the PCB cleanup
standard at DRMO, the Navy assumes that the cleanup standard of 2 ppm based on a site-wide
average is acceptable provided that all areas with PCB concentrations greater than 2 ppm are
underneath the cap. The site-wide average is achieved at this site by remediating surficial soils
(0-1 foot depth) to 10 ppm and deeper accessible soils (1-8 foot depth) to 50 ppm.

If you have any questions regarding these responses please feel free to contact Mark
Evans at (215) 595-0567 or me.

Sincerely,

ATLANTIC ENVIRONMENTAL
SERVICES, INC.
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Barry L. Giroux, P.E.
Project Manager
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