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STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

BUREAU OF WATER MANAGEMENT 
PERMITTING, ENFORCEMENT & REMEDIATION DIVISION 

FEDERAL REMEDIATION PROGRAM 

May 7, 1999 

Mr. Mark Evans 
U.S. Department of the Navy 
Northern Division, Naval Facilities Engineering Command, Code 1823 
10 Industrial Way, Mail Stop 82 
Lester, PA 19113-2090 

Re: 1999 Site Management Plan for Naval Submarine Base- New London, Groton, Connecticut 

Dear Mr. Evans: 

Staff of the Federal Remediation Program of the Permitting, Enforcement, and Remediation Division of the 
Bureau of Water Management have reviewed the "Site Management Plan for Naval Submarine Base- New 
London, Groton, Connecticut". This document was dated March 1999 and Wffi received by the Department on 
March 12, 1999. It was prepared by Tetra Tech NUS, Inc. on behalf of the Northern Division Naval Facilities 
Engineering Command. 

General Comments 

1. Schedule 
" ',' ~ :.:' 

The St~te agree's that the· schedules proposecl.in this.d~c~ent are reasonable: The review periods for State 
review' of various deliverables listed in Appendix C comply with the time periods specified in Section 7.6 of 
the Federal Facilities Agreement. 

2. Monitoring and O&M at Landfills 

The Site Management Plan proposes limited periods of ground water monitoring and operations and 
maintenance for several landfills which have been closed under the Installation Restoration Program. 
Monitoring at the Area A Landfill is scheduled to continue only through July 5, 2000. The schedule does not 
include Operations and Maintenance (O&M) for the Area A Landfiii. Monitoring and O&Mare only shown 
through 2008 for the DRMO (Site 6). The schedule for the Goss Cove Landfill (Site 8) extends only through 
the completion of construction in November 2001. Monitoring and O&M are not listed. 

O&M is a necessary, ongoing obligation at any landfill which has been capped. The ongoing monitoring and 
O&M obligations should be included in the schedule for each of these sites. As previou~ly stated in my letter 
to you dated June 24, 1998 regarding the Area A Landfill Groundwater Monitoring Plan, Solid Waste 
Management Regulations, however, require monitoring of ground water for 30 years following landfill cbsure. 
While the Navy may apply to discontinue monitoring, before 30 years have elapsed, approval of such a request 
is' not a foreg'one conclusion. In any case, the State would require several years worth of data at a minimum 
before considering a request to reduce or eliminate ground water monitoring. 
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3. Re- evaluation of Sites 

Contaminated soil and sediments were recently discovered below the high tide line at the former site of the 
marine railway in the southern portion of the Lower Base. This site was not evaluated in any of the previous 
studies designed to locate potentially contaminated sites, such as the Supplemental Initial Site Investigations 
Studies and the Phase I and Phase II RI. In addition, this contamination was not detected during the site specifc 
sampling that was conducted in support of the Controlled Industrial facility that will be constructed on this site. 
Given the former use of the marine railway for cleaning and painting of submarines, it is reasonable to expect 
that contamination would be present in soil and! or sediments. It is surprising that this significant potential 
source of contamination was not identified or evaluated in previous studies. This suggests that other potential 
sources of contamination may also have been overlooked, and have yet to be identified. 

I suggest that the project managers from the Navy, EPA, and the State meet to devise a strategy for determinirg 
whether any other potential sources of contamination may have been overlooked. This would involve once agan 
evaluating past activities and waste management practices throughout the base. 

Specific Comments 
• .1, , " 

1. Figure,8~12 Site Map- Lower Subase 

This map includes only Zones 1 to 4. Zones 5 to 7 should also be included. 

2. Appendix C Summary Schedule and Milestone Schedule 

This chart shows monitoring for the Area A Landfill only through 2000, while O&M is not listed at all. O&M 
and monitoring are only listed for the DRMO through the year 2008. Monitorhg and O&M are not listed at all 
for the Goss Cove Landfill. Please see my comments above under General Comment 2. The ongoing monitori~ 
and O&M obligations should be included in the schedules for each of these sites. These changes should also 
be made in the detailed schedules for each of these sites. . 

If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact me at (860) 424-3768. 

Sincerely, 

Mark R. Lewis 
Senior Environmental Analyst 
Federal Remediation Program 
Permitting, Enforcement & Remediation Division 
Bureau of Water Management 

cc: Kymberlee Keckler, US EPA New England, Federal Facilities Section 
Andy Stackpole, NSBNL Environmental Department 
Corey A. Rich, P.E., Tetra Tech NUS, Inc. . 


