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Re: Focused Feasibility study, Area A Downstream/OBDA

Dear Mr. Evans:

staff of the Permitting, Enforcement and Remediation Division
(PERD) of the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection
(CTDEP) have reviewed the wor!c plan titled "Draft Focused
Feasibility study (FFS) , Area A Downstream/OBDA", dated April 15,
1994. The FFS was prepared by Atlantic Environmental Services,
Inc. (Atlantic) on behalf of North Division Naval Facilities
Engineering Command (NORTHDIV). These comments supplement the
preI iminary comments provided to NORTHDIV in a letter dated May 31,
1994. Listed below are the additional staff comments pertaining to
the work plan:

General Comments

While CTDEP staff found the selected interim remedial action
consisting of sediment dredging, dewatering, and off-site disposal
in a licensed hazardous waste landfill to be reasonable, several
concerns were identified. They are as follows:

This interim action only partially addresses source removal.
It does not address the potential impacts of remaining
saturated wastes on ground water quality, surface water
quality, wetlands, and the Thames River.

CTDEP is concerned about the transport of contaminated
sediments, surface water, and ground water emanating from the
Area A landfill. The surficial stream draining this area
mixes with surficial streams draining other environmentally
impacted portions of the Sub Base and eventually discharge to
the Thames River. Further investigation to fully characterize
the impacts to the Thames River and ground and surface water
is warranted.
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The Navy appears to be focusing on only one contaminant of
concern (COC) ,DDT, at this site. According to observations
in this report and sample results recorded in the Area A
Downstream/OBDA Interim Remedial Action Design Work Plan (pg.
14 ) it appears that other COCs such as volatile organic
compounds (VOCs) and semivolatile organic compounds (SVOCs)
are present at elevated concentrations as well.

CTDEP is concerned that the debris at the base of the dike at
the OBDA including unlabeled drums and tanks have nQt been
fully evaluated, and has been dismissed in the FFS as not
posing a threat to human health or the environment. Please
list the information that this decision was based upon.

specific comments

Page 5, paragraph - 4

Ground water contamination at this site has not yet been fully
characterized and it is understood that further remedial
action may be warranted. The FFS refers to monitor wells
being sampled periodically as specified in the .Phase II RI·
Work Plan. Please indicate to us whether the schedule found
on page 90 of the Field Sampling portion of the Phase II RI
(Atlantic, May, 1993) , for the completion of this
investigation, is still valid and/or provide an updated
schedule for our review.

Page 7, paragraph - 3

The FFS states that North Lake was previously connected, by a
pipe, to a stream draining the wetlands at the base of the
dike at the OBDA. It further states that this pipe was
plugged to prevent discharge to North Lake. When and how
effectively was this work completed? How long had
contaminated water discharged to North Lake? Has North Lake
and the immediate vicinity had sampling of appropriate media
completed? This is not clear in the FFS. At times the
analytical results and the text seem disjointed.
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Page 7, paragraph - 4

If the 200 gallon tanks and the 55 gallon drums found in the
OBDA debris, were not labeled as noted, how can it be stated
that they do not present a hazard to human health or the
environment? If further information or investigation has
confirmed this supposition, then include that information in
this section.

Page 17, paragraph - 4

Is the focus on· field screening and laboratory analysis of
sediments for pest~cides an indication that the empty drums
found at the OBDA contained pesticides? Is there any
information in Navy records to confirm this suspicion?

Page 39, paragraph - 4

six out of the 24 sediment samples were selected and analyzed
for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Please list the
rationale used to determine the number and location of the six
samples chosen.

Page 39, paragraph - 5

If semivolatile organic compounds are likely to be elevated in
this area, as stated, what additional investigation is planned
to confirm and delineate the extent of contamination. If
concentrations are found to be above threshold levels, what
remedial actions are planned to be undertaken?

Page 81, paradraph - 2

It was reported in this section that groundwater contaminants
were detected at concentrations above ARAR/TBC values. Please
list the concentrations found and the ARAR/TBC values used to
make this determination. It is our understanding that ground
water will be fully evaluated as a separate operable unit.
CTDEP requests that the updated schedule for this study be
submitted for review.
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Page 85, paragraph - 2

Dewatering and dredging will require that the SUbstantive
requirements· of CTDEP permits be adhered to; i. e., (plans
showing sediment and erosion controls and impacts to surface
waters). Please contact Call Sally Snyder of the CTDEP Inland
water Resources Division (IWRD) prior to instituting these
activities at (203) 566-7280 to confirm the. appropriate
requirements.

Page 114, paragraph - 2

Please correct "water generated by these operations is
estimated to be from 15 to 45 ppm" to "15 to 45 gpm".

Page 116, paragraph - 1

Dredging activities and the discharge of dewatering filtrate
conducted entirely on site may be exempt from the
administrative requirements of permits, but please be advised
that substantive requirements of Connecticut statutes and
regulations are applicable.

If you have. any questions in regard to these comments
please do not hesitate to contact me at (203) 566-5486 .

.SinC~~e;&~
Mark Leone .
Environmental Analyst
Bureau of Water Management
Permitting,Enforcement, & Remediation Division

MRL: ,mrl

cc: Barry Giroux, Atlantic Environmental services, Inc.
Christine Williams, EPA Region 1


