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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

NORTHERN DIVISION
NAVAL FACILITIES ENGINEERING COMMAND
10 INDUSTRIAL HIGHWAY
MAIL STOP, #82
" LESTER, PA 19113-2090 IN REPLY REFER TO

5090
Code 1823\ME

NO¥ 2 6 1907
Ms. Kymberlee Keckler
Remedial Project Manager
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
J.F.K. Federal Building (HBT)
Boston, MA 02203-2211

SUBJ: RESPONSES TO USEPA LETTER OF OCTOBER 29, 1997 ON THE DRAFT
RECORD OF DECISION FOR AREA A DOWNSTREAM/OBDA

Dear Ms. Keckler:

Thank you for reviewing the Draft Record of Decision for the
Area A Downstream/OBDA gite at the Naval Submarine Base New
London. Please find attached the Navy's responses to the
comments in your October 29, 1997 letter.

If you have any other questions or comments please do not
hesitate to contact me at (610) 595-0567 ext. 162.

Sincerely,

P ) alh Eems

Mark Evans
By direction of the
Commanding Officer

/

Copy to:

Mr. Mark Lewis, CTDEP

Mr. Dick Conant, NSB-NLON

Mr. Jean-Luc Glorieux, Brown & Root - Pittsburgh

—



= . RESPONSESTO |
N USEPA’s oc'rosER 22, 1997 LETTER OF COMMENTS
el A  SEPTEMBER 1997 DRAFTROD
.. . %" FORTHEAREA A DOWNSTREAM/OBDA
NAVAL SUBMARINE BASE NEW LONDON
© GROTON, CONNECTICUT =

' November 21, 1997

GENERAL COMMENT$ (COVER LE'ITER)
’1 ther Leu:er, page i, 2nd paragraph
Comment The descrlptlon of remedles in the Feasrblllty Study, Proposed Plan and the ROD should be

‘consistent. - The descriptions ‘of some alternatives and the costs are not. oonststent between the FS and
the draft ROD Please revrew these documents for cons:stency : _ -

Resgons The us. Navy agrees that the descnptlon and. cost of altematwes should be cons:stent :

- between the FS, Proposed Plan, and ROD. It is unclear as to what inconsistencies are being referred to

. since the U.S. Navy believes that the description and cost of all altematives aré consistent . between the
- July 1997 Draft Final FS report and Final. Proposed Plan, ‘and the September 1997 Draft ROD, with the

_exoeptlon of Alternative 2. The present-worth cost reported for Alternative 2 in the Draft Final FS was

°$2,623,000, as opposed to $ 2,923,000 that was reported in the ROD. This minor adjustment was
required beoause a surface water momtonng component was madvertently omltted in the FS. The erroris - -

| R _regretted

However a more srgmﬁcant drscrepancy may be noted between the descriptions and costs presented in’

" the December 1996 Revised Draft FFS report and those presented in the July 1997 Draft Final FS report _
‘because a revision in the estimates of: ‘areas and volumne of contaminated soil was made between those ~ - -

- two dates. This discrepancy is due to a reduction in the estimated areal extent of soil contamination in

_response to U.S. EPA’s suggestion (responses to Comment Nos. 10 and 33 of U.S. EPA’s January 7,
1997 letter of comments on the December 1996 Revised Draft FFS report), and as discussed during a
phone conference held on January 16, 1997. - Accordingly, the volume of soil to be remediated was

. reduced- by approx1mately 50 percent Ieadmg toa correspondmg reduotxon in the estimated remediation |

.-cost.. ¢ , : o _ : ,’f

| Resoiutiong is required-f. =

. SPECIFIC COMMENTS (A‘ITACHMENT A

2. Tablc of COntents

. Comment Please add “Append|x A- Meetmg transcnpt " "Appendrx B Responsrveness Summary, and
Co "Appendlx C- Declarahon of Concurrence : ‘ L

’ esp_o_ns: The follow:ng Appendrces will be obtalned from the U.S. Navy and included m the ROD
Appendix A- Meeting Transcript;- Appendix B- CTDEP Comments on the PRAP; Appendlx C-j
: -Responsrvenes Summary. and Appendlx D- Declaratron of Concurrence '
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. L

3 Declaratlon for the ROD Page 1: L | | A
' -Comment: In the: ﬁrst paragraph of the" Assessment sectlon include the follownng requrred language

" “Actual of threatened releases of hazardous substances from this sile, if not addressed by implementing

the response. action selected in thrs ROD may present a current or potentral threat to publlc heallh
.welfare. -or the envrronment" T : _ , _

S _ '. Respgnse The language suggested in the first paragraph of the Assessment sectlon refers to hazardous

- - substances.  The U.S. EPA agreed with the U.S: Navy (per letter dated June 25, 1997 from Kymberiee
" ‘Keckler to Mark Evans). that the pesticide-contaminated soils and sediments at the site are not RCRA .
- hazardous wastes.. The modification suggested will ‘be made with-the understanding that the words

- “hazardous substances from this site” does not lmply that RCRA hazardous wastes are present at this o |

site, Accordingly, - the * first  paragraph  will - be: modlﬁed to ‘read: as follows:
- “Actual or threatened releases of contaminanis hazardous substances from this site, if not addressed by
~implementing the response action selected in -this ROD, may present ar—imminert-and—substantial
~ ehdangernent a current or potential threat to public health, welfare, or the environment. t should be
noted, however, that the term hazardous substances does not imply that RCRA hazardous wastes
. .are present at this site. It was determined by the U.S. Navy and agreed by the U.S. EPA (per letter
dated June 25, 1997 to the U.S. Navy), that the pestlcrde-contammated soils and sedrments at the
site are not RCRA hazardous wastes 5 v

4 Declaratlon for the ROD, p. 1 (continued)

Comment Replace the second paragraph of the Assessment sectron. wrth “The U. S Navy has S

. determined that remedial action is necessary for:this site because the risks to potential human associated
~with the soil and- sediment at this site exceed the U.S. EPA limit of cumulative noncarcinogenic Hazard

“Index (HI) of 1.0. -Also the risks for these potential receptors exceed Connecticut Department of

.- Environmental Protection’s (CTDEP) Remediation Standards limit of 1 x 10-8 Incremental Cancer Risk
~_(ICR) for individual contaminants with a-cumulative ICR exceeding 1 x 10-5 and cumulative HI- exceeding
- 1.0, Although there are ‘currently minimal human health risks posed by the srte thls ROD selects the

: remedy toaddress potentlal future risks to humans '

S Resggn The paragraph wnll be replaced as requested

s Declaratlon for l:he ROD p.1 (contrnued)

 Comment. The ecologml nsk assessment concluded that exposure to surface water and sedlment

" - concentrations. of DDT and its . metabolites .DDD and DDE, and to a lesser extent, dieldrin, were - i

= responsible - for adverse ecologlcal effects to ‘aquatic biota, in partrcular sedlment-dwellrng organisms.
- Terrestrial: vertebrates are also at risk from exposure to DDT and its metabolrtes in soil as a result of
indirect exposure through consump'uon of coniamrnated prey.” . _

"Resg ;_ ‘The paragraph will be added as requested.

e Declaratron for the ROD p.2: -

S Comment Descnptron of the Selected Remedy Please delete the ﬁrst two sentences of the ﬁrst
;paragraph = « :

L Reggonse The sentences wrll be deleted as requested

2025



7. Declaratlon for the ROD, p2 (contmued)

'Cbmment .Statutar_y Detetrnmahons n the seoond sentence change ‘heallh-based' | ‘h'ealthe or
ecologlcally-based" ' : L , : DU

) Response The changes wnl be made as requested

o8 Pege 1-5, lastsentenoe

‘Comment:. Please mducate that the debns was removed as part of a removal actlon and that some of the'
' debns was charactenzed as hazerdous (e. g. aoetylene tanks) o v

Respgnse The last sentence on page 1-5 wm be replaced by the followung sentences “The above
- _mentioned debris was removed as part of a removal action in March 1997 and some of the debris (such
-as acetylene tenks) were characterized as hazardous. The debris was disposed of at suitable landfills or -

recycling facilities off site according to the Final Removal Action Report (Foster Wheeler, July 1997) The
reference wrll be added to the list of references ' A v

- ‘9? o Page 24, Sectlon21. |

. _Comment. “Delete: "Of necessrty in the second sentence and start the sentence wrth “To protect lts _
- There is: no mdlcatlon that these areas were treated for any reason other than to elrmmate a nursance ’

~ Res @ns The words “Of necessnty will be deleted as requested

« 10‘."-7 Page 2-1 Sectlon21 paragraph 20 | | R
. "Commentz In the second sentence. change at the nearby to “adjacent to nearby Delete‘ "Relatrvely :
‘minor’ from the third sentence. Delete “certain’ from the fourth sentence In the fifth sentence change.-

: “less contammated areas to: “less contamlnated referenoe areas’. Co el o

Response Al of the changes will be made as requested

11_; Page 2-1, Section 2.1.

. Comment Atthe end of the thrrd sentence. msert (see Sectlon 120)

. ,‘_.Ea_g_o_n_s_“ The requested addltnon does not seem to be relevant to the context of the paragraph S
e Clanfmtson is requested ' .

M2 Pages-:’.,lastparagraph. EETIEEE R R

_ | '.Comment\ Please. modlfy the thlrd sentence to: retlect that CTDEP sent wrltten comments (see therr letter :
- dated August 18, 1997). .

B Resgon e: The third sentence wrll be modlﬁed to read as follows The Navy dld ‘not recelve any wrrtten' :
7 commenis from the public during the 30-day public c_ornment period.” The following sentence will be
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g added "The U S Navy tecerved a letter dated August 18 1997 from the CTDEP expressmg therr B
gy support of the Proposed Plan as presented w _

. 13 Page 4-1 pangraph 2. _ v ’ | ”

_'gg_;n__rr;e_n_t. ln the second sentence. lnsert retalned for detanled screemng ln the FS" after altematnves"

- Resggnse The lnsertlon wrll be made as requested

.‘1'_4_;' Page4-1 paragraph 3

Comment Deﬁne “soils” and sedlments' after the first sentence orin the glossary

: .Resgonse The following lntroductory sentences will be added’ after the first sentence in the second .

_ '_paragrap‘\ on page 4-1 : “As identified in the Phase Il RI (6&R Environmental, March 1997) samples

_ of media ‘colfected in the stream beds, pond battoms, and associated wetlands in the vicinity of

' _“these water bodies are assumed t0.be sediments and the solid media outside of the sedrments
.orare assumed to besml” No change wrll be made to the thrrd paragraph -

15. Page 41, paragraph 3,2 sentence T :
- Comment How will the seepage be diverted the bypass areas, via-a culvert or ditch, Wil the drtch be

| _‘stabilized so that is does not cause erosion problems. to downstream waters? If no specifics are knownat =~

“this time, the sectlon should state that the- desrgn for the bypass system will be addressed in the Remedial
o Desrgn Phase ' : : . '

Res@nse The followmg sentences will be added to this paragraph Stream dlversron detalls will be -

" -decided during remedial design. Erosion and sediment controls assocrated with these straamv
.dlversions wzll be also be addressed durmg remedial design”. ' _ .

o ';1_6.‘. Page 441, paragraph 4

vc:omment. Replace "PRGs wrth "prelummary remedlatlon goals (PRGs)"

: R mnser Itis assumed that the reference is to remedral actlon goals (RAOs) and not PRGs The: entlre

" = document will be scanned and RAQs will be replaced with remediation goals. The term “remedlation

- goals” will:be used in preference to “PRGs because lhey are-no longer consldered prellmlnary m a

| » 17 - Page 4-1, paragraphs

' Comment Insert the followrng new paragraph after the fifth. paragraph -“Followmg excavatlon and .
* disposal of contaminated sediments and soils, the excavated areas will be backfilled with. clean fill with
: :comparable organic content to the excavated sediments. During remedial design, altemative methods of
-erosion control (e. g placernent of hay bales or vegetatlve mattmg) will be consrdered for stream beds and
7 "pond side slopes . : S

i Besgons -The: paragraph wrll be replaced as. suggested wrth a few minor editorial changes as follows -
» .'.j“Followmg excavatlon and drsposal of contammated sedrments and sorls -the -excavated areas w:ll be

LR : B ST : Ty - - R R i
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backﬁlled with clean ﬂll wnth comparable orgamc content to the excavated sedlments and S0il. Dunng :
remedial design, alternative methods of erosion . control (e.g., placement of hay bales or vegetatlve I
mathng) will be consldered for stream beds and pond ede-sleaes , L

comment Delete the ﬂrst two sentences (starung thh “Followmg excavatlcn and dlsposal . during,

: : 3remed|al deslgn ")

o Resgon se; The sentences will be deleted as requested

e . Page 42, paragraph 2

- '; ‘Comment: Replace the entlre paragraph wnth “The diversions to the' surface water and groondwater.
“inflow to tiie area will ‘be discontinued, and flow will be routed through the recreated waterways. - The |
- functions and. values of the wetland communities associated with thesue will be replaced eccordlng o

vstate and federal standards. as determmed dunng remedtal deslgn

‘ R mnse "The palagraph wnll be. replaced as suggested wnth a few minor edxtonal changes as follows

“The diversions to the surface water and groundwater inflow to the area will be discontinued, and flow will

 be fouted through the recreated resfored waterways The' functions_and ‘values of the wetland

’ 20.. : s Page 541, Sectlon 5. 1 paragraph 2

o Besao_nse. The sentences will be modnﬁed as requested -

21. Page 5-1 Sectlon 54, paragraph 3

' communities associated with the site will be replaced ‘to the extent practicable accordlng to eppllcable

state and federal standards as deterrmned dunng remedsal deslgn

i
5

Comment: Modlfy the third sentence to read: "l'he site primarily consists of scrob-shrub and forested
. wetlands characterized by a canopy dominated by hardwoods (primarily: oaks) and a secondary mixed -
- hardwood forest dommates the wetland edge " In the fourth sentence, replace “Kalmla sp wnth "Iaurel g

B .Commen .L Replace this paragraph with the following: Three small ponds (Upper Pond Lower Pond and

OBDA Pond) and six small streams (Streams 1 through 6) are present at the site. - The marine sediment

'_ " contained in the Area A Wetland influences water quality in these water- bodies, as elevated salinity was
- routinely -recorded during surface water measurements taken at the site. . The ephemeral nature of the

. streams and the shallowness of the pools make them unsuitable habitat for fish. No rare or endangered
" species of flora or fauna have been recorded in previous investigations such as the Phase II' Rl (B&R

Environmental, 1997a) and the Funct|ons and Values Assessment of Area A Downstream and Water‘

'.Courses (Nlerlng and Brawley. 1997)."

Resggnse The paragraph wnll be replaced as requested

22, Page ‘5-1 Section 5.1.1, paragrapm' |

. lCommen Delete class:ﬁed as” and “that ls from the second sentence.




 Besose: Tnewerdsw“' b de_'ete&asﬁféd@@ i

_za,’ Page 52, Sectlcn51.1 paragraph 1

c:omment Replace "Na;as sp wrth "twc submerged aquatlc plants duckweed and water starwcrt.' ln_
: _the next sehtence replace nonpersnstent" with perststent" , _ '

| _Resgonse The words will be replaced as requested

24 Page 5.2, Section 5.1 z R i |
- 'Commenr tn the fcurth sentence msert "by a mcnctyplc stand of the” before * ccmmcn reed‘ in the next»
‘sentence, replace “the prevalent shrub and tree vegetation associated with-this wetland” wuth some cf the :
- .more prevalent shrub and tree vegetatlon specles surrcundmg the pcnd" : S

X Resgonse The wcrds will:be lnserted and replaced as requested

25 Page5-3 Sectlons 1.4

-~ Comment: Replace the last. sentence wrth "thlrty nine- vegetatlve specles were recorded in the upperr *
- portion of the stream (Nrenng and Brawley, 1997) * i ,

' Resgonse The sentence wﬂl be replaced as requested
26 Page 5-3, Sectlcn 5. 5;

'_fComment In the last sentence before the cite, :nsert ccnsxstlng of red maple, whnte ash black gurn S

o e hlghbush blueberry, and sweet pepperbush ‘

s gons The words wrll be lnserted as requested

| -2'7,; Page 5-3, Sectlon 5. 1 s

" Comment; Replace the last sentence wrth "Stream 3 exhlblts a hlgh cverall species richness (40" .
" vegetative species recorded) that are typlcal of streams located adjacent to steep banks (Nlenng and
Brawley, 1997) Do _
v -

’ .Resgcnse The sentence wull be replaced as requested

28 Page 5-4 Sectlon 5.2:

EI Comment Delete the elghth and nlnth sentences

» Resgonse These sentences mdmte that the inorganic ccntamlnatlcn in the scll is not slgmﬁcanL and .
lend” suppcrt to not developing remediation goals.  Note that remediation goals for inorganics were
. developed only for sedlments Therefcre, these sentences are relevant and must be retalned Nc'-
- deletion proposed _ . :

- sor2s
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'29'.;"""_ Pages-s D N S
Q.er_nm_e_n. Delete ofsrgmﬁrance inthe fourth bulet |

Res gonse The words wrll be deleted as requested

30 Page 5-6 : _‘ _ . _
Comment Is lhe flrst reference to DDT in the bullet regardlng Zone 6 supposed to be “DDD""

_' 'Resgonse No The second referenee to DDT in 1he same sentence should be DDD and wrll bev
o -corrected . , _ , :

31 Page6-1 Seehonso s e

. Comment: Please change contammanls" to "haZardous suhstanoes to be conslstent wrth the ‘same '
o statemenun the Declaratton ) : : _ , .

: Resmns The U S Navy dlsagrees wrth the requested change The use of the word oontamrnants" in
this section {except Section 6.5) does not conflict with the “standard language® in the declaration. The
word “contaminants” is used in a scientific sense in this section' and does not conflict with the available

~-guidance on preparing Superfund decision ‘documents. ~However, the: change- will be made in the

- “standard language under Sechon 6. 5 as noted further on m response to Comment No 48, No change K
T proposed ‘ Lo R ¢

: 32, :, Page 6-1 SGctron 6 0. paragraph 2.

Comment lnsert "human health and ecologlcal' before nsk assessment" o

S Resgonse The words wlll be mserted as requested

E v 33 Page 6-1, Sectronso paragraph 3

. Comment After “(1)" insert eonceptual model development and’. ln (3) msert and ecological eﬁects”
~after “adverse health”. At the end of the Iast sentenoe. insert “and uncertainties - mherent in the nsk
T -assessment process R A L o ,

- Resmnde“ The msertlons wﬂl be made as requested

4. Page 6-2, Seetron 6.1, Table.

Comment. Add dleldrlhtothe pestnonde reclangle. : - '. ' ,

‘R gons The addrtron will be made to the table as requested

35.‘ . Page 6-2, Sectron 6.2:

Comment Delete the Iast paragraph in thrs sechon '
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= R p_on The Iast paragraph mentrons that there'a:re no current receptors at rmmrnent nsk therefore,
' must be retarned The ratronale fcr requestrng deletrcn thrs paragraph is not clear o

36.-""_ Page 6-2, Sectron 6 3'

- "_Comment (nsert “and’ ecologrcal effects' after *human healthin the-first and second sentences In the
: second sentence change seventy of probabrlrty to seventy and probabrlrty : _ .

i Resgcn The rnsartrons and changes wrll be madeas requested

S 37,’ Pege 6-3 Sectron 6.3, paragraph 1

: -Comment Delete tl're last sentence

"Resgonse -The sentence in questron was: stated in the Phase IRl (B&R Envrronmental March 1997)
The ratronale for requestrng deletrcn is not clear S , . e

.38, Pagc 6-3, Sectron 6.3, paragraph 2: : - :

' Comment. Delete the' frrst sentence Change the sacond sentenoe to 'The chemrmls of concern fcr
- .ecologrcal receptors are selected based on the: companson between chemicals detected in surface soils,

" ‘surface water, sediment and predicted body burdens in. concéntrations greater than- regulatron-based,
. criteria (such as. ambient water quality criteria), ecotoxicolagical guidance provided ‘by agencies. (U.S.

"EPA, the Ontario. Mrnrstry of the Environment, -Oakridge 'National laboratories, National Oceanic and
- Atmospheric Administration, etc.), and supplemental ecologrcal rnvestrgatrons such as benthrc communrty _

'analyses and sedrment toxrcrty tests.’ > ' . .

- Response: The ﬁrst sentence will be deleted The second sentence will: be replaced as requested wrth a -
..~ few minor editorial. changes. The second sentence will read: “The chemicals of concemn for ecological -
* receptors.are selected based on the finding of chemicals detected in surface soils, surface water, or
'sediment. or predicted body burdens, in concentrations greater than regulation-based criteria (such as
~ ambient water quality criteria), ecotoxicological guidance provided by agencies (U.S. EPA, the Ontario
- Ministry of the Environment, Oakridge "National - laboratories, - National Oceanic. and Atmospheric
Administration, etc.), and supplemental ecologml investigations such as benthrc communrty analyses and
'sedrment toxrcrty tests' : C , : E L

39. Rage 64, paragraph 3

~'Comment ln the first sentence. delete everythmg aﬂer the comma and merge the begrnmng wrth the L
. second sentence : : _

3"'@@.55. The change wrll be made as requested ' - o e .

40, Page 68, Sectron s.4.z.

- Comment. Insert “(rncludrng benthrc organrsms) after aquatrc organrsrns rn the seccnd sentence

" Resgonse The words wrll be rnserted as requested

R 801,25
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o Pagea.m Table64. RN ey

5 'Comment. Change the second sentence in the footnote o 'Only contamlnants \mth an HQ or Hl>1 are =
:Ilsted . 4 : . O ‘ :

- ‘Resmn The sentence wnll be changed as requested

"'_'42 Page &-11 Sectxon 6.4.2.2. R

'Comrnent Replace the ﬁrst three paragraphs Wlth "Rlsk.s to aquahc organxsms were evaluated by taklng :
S the ratios ratios (hazard quotients, or HQs) of e(posure concentrations and' comparing them to ambient water
quality criteria. Table 6«4 shows that average (across areas) exposure levels for DDTR and dieldrin resuit
- in high potential for ecological risk (as noted by the Hazard Quotients or HQs and Hazard:Indices or HIs),
while comimon metals have moderate potential for ecological risk and metals like cadmlum lead, and
‘copper have lcw potentlal for posung ecologlcal nsks

_ Macromveltebrate sedlment toxicity tests were conducted: for the Phase Il RI to determlne If sed|ment-
- collected fmm the Area A Downstream/OBDA were toxic. Mortallty of test organisms exposed to sediment -
. samples collected from. Area A Downstream/OBDA which is composed of Upper Pond, Lower Pond,
OBDA Pond, and Streams 1-4 was statistically sngmﬁcantly greater than that recorded for organisms
exposed to sediment collected from the reference locations. Survival of the two benthic macroinvertebrate
.- species, Chlronomus tentans-and Hyalella azteca was extremely low: in most sediments - and - 100% -
- mortality occurred in- Lower Pond sediments.  Other physical and chemical characteristics of the sediment:
(e.g.- ‘high concentrations of organic matter; low dissolved oxygen -contentand hydrogen sulfide odors) :
collected from these streams and ponds could have contributed. to the observed adverse effects.
- . However, these sediment toxu:lty ‘test results conclude that some sedlments in- the Area’ A
- DownstreamlOBDA adversely :mpact benthic macrolnvertebrates : T : :

A tnad score method (that used measures of three crmccl components of eoologml effects) was used to R

- - assess the ecological risk.. The sediment triad scores were used to compare Area A Downstream/OBDA ™
- water bodies to reference locations ‘in .terms  of ~sediment chemistry, -sediment toxicity, -and

. 'macroinvertebrate (e.g., aquatic-insects, snails, worms) community characteristics. Differences between

- reference and site Iocatlons in toxxcnty scores are apparent from the: sedlment triad ranks in Table 6—5 ’

- Resgonse The f rst and third - of the three paragraphs will be replaced as requested The second
paragraph will be replaced as requested with a few minor editorial changes to the last sentence. The last
- sentence will now read: “However, these sediment toxicity test results show that some sediments in the
“Area A Downstream/OBDA adversely lmpact benlhlc macromvertebrates : :
# «Vl %, s

43 Page8-13, paragmphz S

. Comment Delete the fourth sentence and replace the ﬁfth sentence w:th ‘When coupled with. the results
of sedlment toxicity tests conducted on samples collected from these same locations, the results of the

o o charactenzahon lend. support to the conclusion that- sediments within Area A DownstreamIOBDA. o
e representa slgmﬁcant risk to benthic macromvertebrates

e Respgnseq The fourth sentence will be deleted. The ﬁtth sentence will be replaced as requesl:ed
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“. Page 6-13, Sectlon 6.4.2.3.

_ Comment: Replace the first sentence with “The amount of DDTR to whlch terrestnal vertebrates may be
‘exposed ‘was determined by calculating the total dose these receptors recelved from mgestuon of’
contammated prey. mcldentalqngestlon of sorllsedrment. and from drlnklng water‘ » , .

. Responsge: The sentence wrll be replaced as requested thh one minor editorial change The modified
‘sentence will read: “The amount of DDTR to which terrestrial vertebrates may be exposed was
determined by calculating the total dose to these: receptors received from mgestron of conlarmnated prey,

. lncrdental rngestlon of sorllsedrment. and from dnnkmg water."” : _

45 Page 6-14 Sectlon 6.4.2.3._ o

‘Comment: Replace the second paragraph wrth "Several conservatlve assumptlons such as assummg' B

-~ home range. consisted of the entire site'were made .on the input parameters to the food-chain modeling..
" 'However, more realistic exposure parameters were incorporated into the food-chain modeling modified in
the Feasibility Study (Brown and Root Environmental, July 1997). The risk assessment did determine that

exposure to contaminated soils represent a potential risk to terrestrial vertebrates such as the short-tailed

- "shrew, barred owl, mallards, and raccoons. Based on the modeling’ results the potentlal risks to the -

:terrestrlal vertebrates of concern are presented in Table 64." . . . ;

o Resgons T‘ne paragraph wrll be replaced as: requested f -

46, V'ffPage»s-'14 SQcticn -6.4.2;45

_Comment Pesticides Remedrat:on Goals: Delete the last sentence ln the third sentence, replace
“gvaluated” with “calculated” and insert “from food chain models” after “doses of pesticides®. Start the
second: paragraph wrth “In addition” and msert sedrment toxrcrty results' after ccmmumty charactenstlcs v
in 2) SR IR

: l‘

o Resgons The last sentence wull be deleted and other changes wrlI be made as requested

7..,

'.“ 47. - Page 6-16, Sectlon 6. 4.2.4.

Comment: Inorgamcs Remediation Goals: Replace the ﬁrst sentence wrth “lnorgamcs Remediation Goals RN

: " were selected as the’ National Oceanographlc -and Atrnosphenc Admlnlstratlon (NOAA) Efl’ects-Range :
- Median (ER-M) values for the i lnorgamc COCs

m&w.

SR Respcn ge: “The sentence WIII be replaced as requested

. 48, PageG-‘ls. Section»e s:
Comment Change contamlnants" to'hazardous substances

o Resmnse‘ See response to Comment No. 3. The word contamlnant“ will. be replaced by “hazardous"
. ‘substances” with the understanding that the sentence shall not be construed to mean that RCRA
- hazardous wastes are -present at this site. -Accordingly, the following sentences shall be added in this:
section, in order o be consistent with the Declaration: “It should be noted that the use of the term
“hazardous substances” does not imply that RCRA hazardous wastes are present at this site. It

“400f2s
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',was determined by the U.S. Navy and agreed by the U.S. EPA (per letter dated June 25, 1997 fo the
us. Navy), the pestrcrde-contammated soils and sediments at the srte are not RCRA hazardous =
. wastes" ’

4. Page 74, Sectlon 74, paragraph TR

" Comment In" the - seoond sentence, .change requrrements criteria o Ilmltattons. unless . to
L requrrements cntena, or Ilmltatlons under an enwronmental or fat:lllty sltlng law, unless

: Resgons The change Wl" be made as requested

- ‘50, Page 7-2 Sectron? 1 paragraph 3:

- rComme rt In the last sentence. change remedlal deetgn" to“remedual achon

R £spons?; The change wrll be made as requested

o Comment In| anure 7-2 please either delete or modlfy the hatchrng -around the torpedo shops slnce rt is o
' very srmrlar to the hatchmg used to denote the areas of sedlment to be excavated S

o Resp_gns The hatchlng around the torpedo shops wrll be deleted because they are not relevant to the
mtent of the fi gure ' v ,_ ;

. 52 Page 81, paragraph‘l

Comment: Change “On base Backﬁllmg of Treated Soil throughout the document to “On base Reuse of
. Treated Soil". Once treated, can the soil be used anywhere on the base for any purpose that does. not
_involve its. use below the groundwater levei? If so, how will the use of the soil be controlled? (See also

page 8-4, Heading of Section 8.4; the last bullet on page 9-2 the -second- sentence on page 9-5,

paragraph 2 and page 9—7 paragraph 1, last sentenoe) : _ _

Resmnse The change will be made at all of the noted locatlons in the document as requested A
sentence will be added to the description of Alternative 4 under Section 8.4 as follows: “Appropriate
.. reuse: Ioeatrons on base would be determined during remedial desrgn" Once treated, ihe soil can -
" bereused in any industrial settmg on base where the ground elevatlon is not below the seasonal hlgh
. groundwater table Ievel o v b

Page 31, Sectlon 8.2. paragraph 1.
-ngﬂ'_l_e;: ln the last sentence. change “the nsks of domg nothing are® to "domg nothmg is”. Add a new-
 ‘last sentence: “At this Site the No Action altemative would result in con_tarmnatton berng Ieft in place whlch

: vwould bea conbnued threat to human health and the environment.”

* Response:; The new sentence will be added as requested. -
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'54 Pago 8-1 Sectlon 8.1 paragraph 3

o Respons 3 The words will be deleted as requested

85, Page 8-1, Sectlon 8.2

- 1

: Comment: Delete -deﬂved from TBC guldance R r — |

ke

%

Comment There isno dlscusswn of the mesh bloth b?mer that was descnbed |n the FS

- Respon The blotlc barner is mentloned ln the ﬁrsl semtence Thls seotlon was’ mtentlonally written

without presentmg all the detalls of each alternatlve, as the Fs does No addmonal detalls are proposed in

' thls ROD.

‘56: : Fago 81, Sectton 8 2:

S LComment After the second sentence. insert “All of the groundwater and surface water seepage into the -
- site from the Adjacent'Area A Wetland and Area A l.,andﬁll will be dlverted to bypass the areas of thev .

' proposed fi iling and dlscharged mto downstream culverts .

. Resgonse The msertlon wnll be made wrth afew edltonal changes as follows “All of the groundwater‘ -

o downstream culverts.

" -seepage and surface water seepage run on into the. slte from the adjacent Area A Wetland and Area A

Landfill - will -be dwerted to bypass the areas of the proposed tllllng cappmg and be dlscharged mto

'-57. Fage 8-2, paragraph 1:

E Commem_ After specles of ﬂora v msert "The dNel'SlonS to the surface water and groundwater IanOW to

 “the area will be discontinued, ‘and flow will be routed through- the recreated waterways. ' The wetland -
.. -functions and values of the original wetlands (as they would have existed in the absence of contammatlon)‘ :
. Wl|| be replaced accordlng to state and federal standards as determmed dunng remedlal deslgn

Response lt is lmpOSSIble to deslgn a remedlatlon based on the presumed weﬂands functlons and values »'
of the original wetlands (as they would have existed in the absence of contamlnatlon) because a functions:

- and values assessment was not performed before the appllcatxon of DDT ¢r placement of dredge spoils-
- upgradient of the site, Indeed, the wetlands at this site may not even have existed prior to placement of

the dredge spolls and construction of the ponds and streams for dramage purposes

Therefore aﬁer specnes of flora", the requested sentences will be lnserted with a minor modlﬁcatlon as

- follows: “The diversions to the surface water and groundwater inflows te around the remediated area will
- be discontinued, and flow will be reuted reestabhshed through the reereated reconstructed watenlvays ‘
- The wetland functions and values of the erigina ; ild-h i

: wetlands wrll be replaced to

- the extent practlcable, according to state and federal standards, as determined during remedial design.”

" §8. Page 8-2, paragraph 3:

:_COmment ln the first sentence replace 'key wrth"looatxon—specnﬁc' :
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i Add the followrng thlrd and fourth bullets RERL N
Federal Clean ‘Water Act, Sectlon 404 (appllcable to ﬁlhng of weﬂands)

. . ) co
e . State of Connecticut Inland Wetlands and Watercourses (applicable to work in wetlands and

- waterways) (See also pages 84 and 8-5, last paragraph and paragraph 1, respectlvely )
E ;B_e_spgg_s_e_ The word 'key‘ wm be replaced with “locatlon speclﬁc ' S '
© The third and fourth bullets wrll be added as requested e

& F‘age s.z paragraph 4

o Commen"' Replace the ﬁrst sentence with: “The alternative would comply with chemml-specrﬂc ARARs :
and TBCs. parhcularly the State of Ccnnectlcut Remedlatlon Standards for sons ,A

e Resgonse The sentence will be: replaced as requested

' Go."_'f Page 8»2'

S v )

omment:. Operating and Maintenance 00st Does thrs cost reﬂect the cost of monmonng the wetland
and watemray restoratlon overa mulhple year penod7 - : . - .

'?"Total Cost Why is the llsted cost of $2 923 000 srgmﬁcantly dn‘ferent fromthe $4 285 000 clted in the FS? IR

~ 77 .Response: Operatlng and malntenance cost lncludes only that assoclated wnth surl‘ace water momtonng -
. over 30 years with ﬁve—year reviews. - - - - . . "~ : BT
- ;See response to Comment No 1 The total cost of $ 2,923, 000 for Alternatrve 2is slgmﬁcantly Iower than -
" the .$ 4,285,000 cost reported in the December 1996 Revised Draft FFS because of a reduction of
" approximately 50% in the estimated areal extent of contamination. However, the $ 2,923,000 cost is onya
-~ little higher than the $2,621,000-cost reported .in the July 1897 Draft Final FS, because of a minor’ -
' 'adjustment that included surface water monrtormg costs ‘ , : v P

o ,Addltnonat cnst of momtonng wetland and waterway restoratlon will be. included based on U.S. EPA"
. B Reglon | guldance Thls add|t|onal oost wrll be lncluded in the: cost for Altematrves 2,3and 4. o

: 61‘.“' Page 8-3 paragraph 1 _'

_ ommeng; Jnsert a new fourth sentence "The excavated areas will be backﬁlled with clean matenal and
- wefiands and waterways restored. - The wetland functions and -values of the original wetlands wrll be -
ho replaced accordmg to state and federal standards as determmed dunng remedral deslgn. . i

BT Resgonse As drscussed under response to Comment No. 57, the restoratlon of the functlcns and values.
- of the original wetlands cannot be ensured. Therefore, the sentences: suggested above wili be inserted
. with a minor modification as follows: “The excavated areas will be backfilled with clean material and"
‘wetlands and waterways restored reconstructed. The wetlands functions and values will be feplaced
restored to the extent practrcable accordmg to state and federal standards as determmed dunng
remedial deslgn - : o :

Also, the follownng sentence will be mserted in the begmnmg of the descnptlon of thrs altematlve on page; :
8~3 and the begmning of the descriptlon of Alternatrve 4 on. page 8-4: “Under this altemaﬁve, all of the
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" ‘groundwater seepage and surface watar'run on into the Site from tho ad;acent Area A Wetland and
-~ Area A Landfill will be diverted to bypass the areas of the proposed excavatlon and be dlscharged S
- inte downstream culverts. B v _
- '62;" | Page 84, paragraph 2. o L e
. Comment. Add the changes recommended for page 8-2 paragraph 3.

: :Resgonse The two bulleted rtems of Ioahon—specrﬁc ARARs wrll be added as requested

. 63;'. Page 84 paragraph 3 | . :
. ’ ommeng After sxte restoratlcn in. the ﬁrst sentence. add “of wetland and waterway functrons and
- ;values. i _ R _

¥ : Resmns The words will be. added as requested

o }64-.’ Page 8-3, paragraph:t(contmued)

.Comment: “Change the text in the second sentence tc “The alternatrve wculd comply wrth chemrcal-
specrﬁc ARARs and TBCs partrcularly the Siate of Connectrcut Remedranon Standards forsoils”

B Resggnse The change will be made as requested

6. Pages-4. o

;.Comment Estrmated Time for Remedral Actron and’ cost. estlmate Thls does not appear to mclude the -

" time and cost for monitoring of the wetiand. and waterway restoration. Once the details of the remedial

.. plan are resolved. thls could entail. extenslve momtonng o ensure that the wetland restoratron |s
o successful : . v _ ) L

 Response: Cost assocrated wrth additional monrtonng to ensure that the wetland restoratron is successfulv .
~will ' be’ mcluded in accordance with. U.S. EPA Region | guidance. This additional monitoring will also
- increase the length- of the remedial action by approxrmately 5 years. The costs will be changed
~accordingly.  As discussed under response to Comment No. 60, the costs associated with the other
_ alternatives will also be changed accordingly. The remedial durations will also be increased by 5 years for.
, Altematrve 2 on page 8-2, for Alternative 3 on page 84 and Al rnatrve 4 on page 8-5 :

6 Page 3-4 Section 3.4. S _

| '_FComment. Change coniamlnatlon"to contammated" in the sefond sentence.
‘Replac’e ubackﬁlled" w:th reused in the eleventh sentence i R |
Add “and Inorganic COCs after background levels fororgamcs. in the thrrteenth sentence

'_'-.'Add a new fourteenth sentence that reads: "The excavated areas will be backfilled wrth clean material
" and wetlands and waterways restored. The wetland functions and values of the ongrnal wetlands will ‘be
_ replaced accordrng to state and federal standards. as determlned durrng remedlal desrgn _

-.14ofzs‘. :
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o Resgonse. The changes to. the second eleventh and thlrteenth sentences will be made as requested

s discussed under responses to Comment Nos. 57 and 61, the restoration of the functions and values of

. the ongmal wetlands cannot be ensured. - Therefore, the sentences suggested above will be inserted with -
. a minor modification as’ follows “The excavated areas will be backfilled with ‘clean material and wetlands.
"and waterways restored. The wetlands functions and values will be replaced to the extent practrcable :
accordtng to state and federal standards. as deterrmned dunng remedlal desth :

Also the followmg sentence will be mserted in the beginning of the: descnphcn of this altemahve “AII of
- the groundwater seepage and surface water run on into the site from the adjacent Area A Wetland :
" and Area: A Landfill will be dlverted to bypass tbe areas. of the proposed excavatmn and be =
drscharged into dcwnstream culverts :

' 677 Page 8-5 paragraph 2

| Commen; In the first sentence, add "of contammated sednment treatment and on-bdse reuse of
‘contammated soil,” after 'treatment and cfrsne dlspdsal " R : :

L
t!v

s Res onse! ,The words wnll be lnserted as requested

: _'sa.—-"' Pages-s paragraph 2r

- Comment In the ﬁrst sentence after restoratlon of the slte add “to lts onglnal wetlands functlons and‘

R values

L Resggns As dlscussed in response to Comment Nos. 57, 61 and 66, the ongmat funct:ons and values
- .cannot be restored. Therefore, the insertions will be made as requested with a- madification” as follows:
_“restoratron of the srte S wetland functions and values to the extent practrcable. . ‘ v
e Page 8-5, paragraph 20

: 'Comment Change the second sentence to: “The alternahve would comply with chemteal-speclﬂc ARARs ‘
- and TBCs, partlcuiarly the State of Connecttcut Remedlahon Standards for soils.”. :

e Resmns The change will be made as requested

" '70 Page 8-5, paragraph 2, 5% bullet: -

'Comment Change potentlally applicable for treatment of contammated sorl and sedtment onsrte " t_o :
' appllcable for treatment of contammated soil and' sedlment onslte by thermal desorptton

‘Adda en bullet

. :.f

i Federal and State of Connectlcut All’ Pollutlon COntroI Standards (appltcable to emlssxons ‘
“from. the therma! desorption umt) S .

e Resggnse The word potenttally will be deleted as requested A snxth bullet w will be added as requested
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1 Comment. Estrmated Ttme for Remedral Actlon and cost estrrnate Thrs does not appear to mclude the‘, :

time time and cost for monitoring of the wetiand and waterway restoration.: Once the details of the remedial

' planare resolved thrs could entall extenslve rnonrtonng W ensure that weﬂand restoratron is successful

- Resmnse As dlscussed under: response to Cornment No. 65 the cost assoclated wrth addmonal :

monitoring to ensure that the wetland restoration is ‘'successful will be included in accordance with U.S.

*EPA Region | guidance. ‘The cost will be changed on page 8-5. The additional monitoring will also

T4 ""'age 9-2'

~ increase the length of the remedial action by approxrmately 5 years Therefore, the duratnon of remed|al ‘
achon wrll also be changed on page 85. , :

f7'z., | Page o1, Sectlon 0. 14: | |
o Comment: In the ﬁrst bullet change the deﬁmhon to: addresses whether an altematlve can adequately
‘ -protect muman health and the environment, .in both the -short--and long-term, from unacceptable risks
- posed by hazardous substances, pollutants or contamrnants present at the site by elrmrnatrrg. reducmg. _
. »or cb'\troll ng exposure _ ; -

o Resmnse ‘The change will be made as requested

. Page9-1 Sectron91 o :

: COmment ln the second bullet, change deﬁnmon to “addresses whether an alternatrve attains apphcable
~or relevant and appropriate requirements under federal envrronmental laws and state envrronmental and '
- facility sltrng Iaws or provrde grounds for mvokmg a waiver.”. - _ .

| - Response. The change will be made as requested

":Comment Change “whlch altematlve employee o “whlch altematlve employ in the first bullet‘ ‘ »

Res ggnse Thrs correctlon wrll be made

77 Page 9-3 Sectron 9 2 1, paragraph 1. '. .

.m&

i omment. In the second sentence. ‘change “for potentral human receptors under the RME scenanc and '

" to “for both human receptors. under the Reasonable Maxrmum Exposure (RME) scenano and ..

' Res@ns The change wrll be. made as requested

' 7. Page 9.3, Sectron 9.2, paragraph 2'

e Comment Insert “Wis unclear whether" before the ﬁrstsentence |

. Resgonse The U.S. Navy drsagrees with this comment Expressrng uncertalnty regardrng whether B
o Altematrve 2 can meet threshold cntenon of Overall Protectron of Human Health and Envrrcnment under

| ‘16_ ofzs B
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. oomparatrve anatysrs would oontradlct the detarled analysts Alternatlve 2 was’ retamed for detarled'
: analysls because |t would meet the threshold cntena No change proposed TR

7T ) Page 9-3, Seetron 3. 2. 1 paragraph 2 (contrnued)

R _-,-’ggmment_ Replace ‘with “Restorataon of the wet!and and watenway would Irkely be more dufﬁoult in

- Alternative 2 than in Alternative 3 and Alternative 4, because Altemative 2 involves fi flllng the wetlands and
: waterways above the current wetland elevatron in the Iast sentenoe » . .

Resgons The u. S Navy agrees that the restoratnon of the wetland and waterway could be more drfﬁeult
- Careful selection of soil cover material would be required so that high moisture levels suitable for wetiand
plant species can be maintained, thereby compensating for deprivation of maisture due to. filling beyond
the levels of the current wetland (groundwater table) elevation at the site. Accordingly, the suggested
. replacement will be done with the minor modification as follows: “Restoration of the wetiand and waterway
- could wsild-likely be more difficult in Alternative-2 than in Alternative 3 and Alternative ¢, beoause} O
- Alternative 2 involves ﬁlllng the wetlands and walerways. above the current wetland elevation® S

" 78, Page 9-3 Seotron 9.2.1, paragraph 3-

Comment Change "followed by restoratron of the habitat at the site™ to “and wetlands and waterways.' ’
restored.: The wetland functions and values of the original wetlands will be replaced according to state.
" and federal standards, as determined during remedial design” in the last sentence. (See also page 83,
Sectron 9, 2 1, paragraph 4 last sentenoe ) Before the second sentence. insert “All of.”. -

Res@ns As drscussed under responses 1o CQmments No 57, 61, 66 and 68 the changes wrll be’

‘made. as requested with the exception of the modification to the second sentence, as follows: "The

- wetland functions and values will be replaced o the extent pract:cable accordmg to state and federal ’
standards as determmed dunng remedial desrgn , o :

9. = Page 9-4 Sacuon 9.2.3. paragraph 2

o Comment' (AL the end of the first sentenoe insert “if the cap is properly marntalned and the monltonng .
- does not ;ndroate exceedances of water quallty crxtena ) , :

i "Res gon The words wrll be inserted as requested with a minor modrﬁcattons of an editorial nature The
‘words: “if the cap is maintained” will be inserted at the end of the first sentence. The: words and must be
o conﬁrmed by monitonng wrll be mserted at the end of the seoond sentence '

;*».
g

: N __80.' : Page 9-4 Seotlon 9. 2 2: |
. Comment: Delete “TBC-based" in the ﬁrst sentence of all four paragraphs N

' Resgons»e The words will be deleted as requested

8 Paga 94, Section s.z,z, paragraph 2.__ e

-‘Comment Put 'CTDEP‘s Remedlatlon Standards and" before “PRGSs™-in the first sentenee and delete
. -“TBc-based" In the second sentence, delete also and insert "It is unclear whether” at the beginning of
7. the sentenoe ' S

S Tefas
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: }.,"Response. The changes to the first sentence wrll be made as requested The U S. Navy dlsagrees wrth
the comment. on the’ second sentence. The use of a'soil cover can minimize" the migration of -

-~ contaminants: from contaminated- sediments to surface water. However, as noted. under long-term - S e
.- effectiveness, because of the. need for long-term monitoring and. cover maintenance, this alternative is = - -

. less likely to be a permanent solution for. attainment of surface water quality criteria than the other
~ alternatives that employ removal of the sedlments Therefore. nc change is proposed under Compllance

© WithARARs and TBCs.

B Respons_e:. The ch_anges will be_made as requested. '

8_2_.-’» Page 94, Sectron 9.2.2. paragraph 2' o

- .' Comment; Change “Protectlon of Wetlands y to *federal and: state wetlands protectron statutes |n the -
: 'thlrd sentence Add to the end of the sentence “if altered wetland funchons and values can be restored o

: 53;,_'_1 | Page 9-4. Sectlonsz.z, paragraph 3

o Comment. Remove “also before oomply and put "CTDEP Remedratron Standards and" before “PRGs _
in the first sentence ' : : :

T Response The changes will be made as requested

' ‘_84.'" Page 9-4, Sectlon 9.2.2. paragraph 3

_.Comment ‘Replace the second sentence wrth “Thls altematlve would comply with all. locatron-specrﬁo
- ARARS, partrcularly regarding wetlands and coastal Zone issues. The proposed excavation and removal =
- will- also comply with all action-specific ARARs and TBCs, including protecting waterways, hazardous -
.~ “waste management, and erosion control.” In the fourth paragraph change and ercsron control" to

L erosron control and air pollutlon control " , o

, _'_Resgonse The changes to the second sentence of the thrrd paragraph will: be made as requested lt s
not clear as to what the comment refers to in the toulth paragraph i _

. Note.

' Hgaragragh as follows T

| F‘age 9-4. Sectlon 9.2.2. paragraph 4
Comment Replace the second sentence with “Thxs alternatlve would comply wrth all lowtlcn-'
. - specific ARARSs, particularly- regarding wetlands and coastal issues. The proposed: excavation
- and removal will also comply with all. actlon-specrﬁc ARARs and TBCs, including protecting
» waterways hazardous waste management erosion control and air pollutlon control" y

: gonse The sentence will be replaced as requested

.1:81of' 25 '
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: ',rsis Pages-s, paragraph 1. Coms U |
: _Comment Replace “reliable” with. permanent' and |n the third- sentence add permanently' before )
“?"reduced to "tothe fourth sentence v L

e 'Respons The replaoement and change WI" be made as requested. e

86, Page 9.5, paragraphz

‘Comment: In the second sentence, change *would be treated and backﬁlled on base 1o “would be e:ther
o treated and reused on base " In the thlrd sentence add permanently" before “reduced to™. )

.'vf Respons The change and addmon wnll be made as requested -

e ,»‘5 Page9-5 Section 924, paragraphzeg R

,Comment: Change ponds and streams standmg water" td pond and stream water dunng constructton of
the cover ' : : -

Resgons This descnptuon refers to standln'g water remammg after- the'tnﬂow to the site has been
- diverted anound the site. Therefore, the term "standmg water” is appropriate in order to distinguish the

- condition at the time of remedlal actton from “flowing’ water" that currentty exnsts No change proposed -
88, Page 9-5 Secuon 9.2.4, paragraph 3- i

Comment Change ponds and streams standmg water, and dewatenng dramage water" to pond and
_stream water and dewatenng dramage water dunng the remedlal actlon ' co

Resgons As noted m the prevnous comrnent the term standmg water" is appropnate No change is v
_"proposed R ; _ ; . : o : S
' 89'.“ Page 9-5, Seotron 9. 2.4, paragraph 4, second sentence: -

" Comment “How accurate is the esttmate that the 26 tons of so||d waste wm consrst pnmanly of spent
GAC’ e : : :

= Resmnse The estlmate of spent GAC presented m thls section. refers to the porhon of solid- waste (l e -
treatment.residue) that would undergoreduction of toxicity through treatment offsite. A major portion of

- the $olid waste that would be disposed of offsite without treatment is the spent filter sand from the - )

E -dewatering bed. The second sentence in the fourth paragraph will be modified as follows: for clarity: -

o "Approximately 11,000 cubic yards of soil and portions of highly contaminated sediment containing a total =~

~of 2.8 tons of DDTR plus a minor amount of dieldrin would be treated to achieve a minimum of 99 percent -
_ - removal of DDTR and dieldrin. This would be followed by safe disposal/destruction of these
; contammants captured in approxxmately 26 tons of GAG during offsite regeneratlon of spent GAC wo
90.  Page 8-, Section' 9.2.4, paragraph'4- o
f'Comment} In the thlrd sentence, add "through thermal desorphon before would be 100 percent

|rrevers|ble
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: 59.5299.5-9. 'The words Will'o_e addéd as re_quested. -

| 91'.- Page 96, sectlon 9.2.5, paragraph 2

L Comment Ehmmate the end of the second sentence startmg at “and second beoause The reductlon
-of volurne of ponds and weﬂands isa permanent lmpact frorn the proposed alternatuve :

: Resmnse The end of the sentence will be deleted as requested

9zﬁ | Page 9-6, Sectlon 9.25 paragraph 2

- Comment Change the last sentence to Attarnment of remedral actron objectrves would be expected once' B
* the remedial actron is complete |n 4106 months and the dlsturbed wetland and aquatlc habrtats are
restored " , R : .

o Res ONSZ: The change will be made as requested

| _'93. . Page 9-6 Section 9.2.5, paragraph3

, .Comment Rewnte the second sentenoe to "There would be dlsruptron of the ecologlcal habrtat under v
" Alternative 3 because of ...". Rewrite the next sentence as: “Attainment of remedial action objectives
~would be éxpected once the remedial actron is complete in® 40 to 12 months and the dlsturbed we’dand-
: and aquatac habltats are restored.”

' Resgonse The second sentence wm be rewritten to read: There would also be a—greater drsruptron of
" habitat under Alternative 3 thar—under-Aliorativer2 because: of excavation/dredging of contaminated.
-soil/sediment.  The word “also” is required for companson purposes wath other alternatlves The next .
sentence wnll be rewritten as requested : _

o4, Page 9-6, Section 9.25 paragraph 4- o .

-'fComment Rewnte the last sentence as. "Attalnment of remedlal acbon objectrves would be expected
- once the remedial action is complete in 16 to 24 rnonths, and the disturbed weﬂand and aquahc ‘habitats.

- are restored . _ . _ : :

: Resgonse The sentence wrll be rewntten as requested

95 Page 9-6, Sectlon 9.2.6, paragraphz

CommenL lnsert somewhat" before “more easlly in‘the ﬁrst sentence. Remove the beglnnmg phrase ln' :
- the second sentence and start with “The remedial activity...". Add a third sentence “There are potential
L dn‘t‘ culties in restonng lost wetland: functlons and values wrthxn the filled, capped wetland . '

Resmns “The changes will: be made to the first and ‘'second sentences as requested The thrrd
sentence wnll be added as requested. A fourth sentence wili also be. added as follows:” The difficulties in -

. restoring the wetland functions and values can be adequately addressed by a proper chorce of
sorl cover matenal that would be suitable for wetland plant growth.” R
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96 Page 96, Soctlon 9.2.6, paragraph 3. s ;

" Comment: Replace ‘a greater extent of' wrth potentlally more rn*the second sentence and add and SR
backﬁlllng after excavatlonldredgmg o L ‘ , ,

- Resgons : The replacement and addltlon wﬂl be made as. requested e

.97._'5. Page 97, Sectron 9.2.7. L

- Comment Please ensure that the costs assocrated WIth wetlands restoratlon and monltonng are lncluded :
Sodn these estlmates v . _ :

" Response: As dlscussed under responses to Comments No. 65 and 71 additional momtonng to ensure
‘ that the. wetland restoratron is successful wnl be lncluded in accordance wlth [VES EPA Regron ] gurdanoe

98 Page 10—1 parasraphz

Comment ‘In (1) remove standrng before “water from ponds and strecms ‘In (2) ‘where it lists - .
 clearing/grubbing, please indicate what will be- done with the stumps and other debris which will have
' contaminated soil/sediment attached? In (3) add *contaminated" before "sediment”. In (5) after “top soil
-cover and revegetation” add “to replace altered wetland funotons and. values ln ®) after gravel in
stream)" add “and restoratlon of: aquatrc habrtats" : : _ :

e Resgonse See response to Comments No. 87 and 88. The term standlng" is requured to descnbe the -
‘condition of surface. water dunng remedial actlon after the mﬂow to the site has been dlvelted No. change '
is proposed L

““The followmg sentences will be added to this: paragraph 'The stumps and other vegetatlon would be‘ -

" reused by mixing with backill soil to adjust the soil’s organic content to the extent required. The.

- excess would be disposed of at a suitable yard-waste disposal facility or landfill depend‘ ing on the

- levels of contamlnants and TCLP testmg of the soil assoorated w:th these materials.”.

,. The other ohanges will be made as requested

v'99.> _ Page 10-1; paragraph2

o Comment rPlease ensure that aocess to the. area to be remedlated is reetncted

: 'RGSEO“S\. The descnptlon states that fenclng and secunty measures wrll be marntamed dunng S

-_'_,-remedlatlon No further changes proposed

- "'1oo. ,_ Page 10-1, paragraph 3

’. Comment Remove. standlng" before "water' in the flrst sentence » _ _
Respons See responses to Comments No 87 88 and 98. The terrn standmg is requrred to descrlbe .

- the condition of surface water dunng remedral act:on after the rnﬂow to the srte has been: drverted No .
change is proposed T : :
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.101‘., Page 10-2, Flgure 10-2.

, ':Comment Please mdlcate that the spent GAC the dewatenng bed medra and possubly some aewatered
solids may go to either a hazardous or nonhazardous faorlrty dependrng on TCLP testlng A!ternatrvely.
-consider deletung Frgure 10-2.° o R ,

i Resgonse A footnote will be added to the ﬁgure as follows “Spent GAC, dewatenng bed medra, and :
_ .. 7 dewatered solids"will be tested for TCLP and accordlngly drsposed at a nonhazardous or
W hazardous waste Iandﬂll" : ,

- 102, age 10-3 paragraph 3
Commem Remove "Standlng before “water" in the ﬁrst sentence o o _
- ponse See response to Comments No.-87, 88 and 100 The term standmg is requrred to descnbe' :
: ,the condition: of surface water dunng remedral actron after the mﬂow to the site has been. drverted No
‘-change is: nroposed . ;
- 103. , Page 106, paragraph 3 k
Comment. Add "tested to determme if hazardous. after "Iayers wrll be rernoved in the thrrd sentence

E Rgs@nsg The addrtron wrll be made as requested

104. Page 106, paragraph 3 _
' "Comment nsert a new fourth sentence that reads: “If a portion of the sand/geotextile media contains
concentrations of COCs at levels not acceptable at a nonhazardous waste Iandﬁll |t will be dlsposed at
v RCRA hazardous waste Iandﬁll " . v :

Resgonse The new sentence wrll be added as requested

',105._ ’ Pale 10-5 paragraph4

' "Comment At the end of the first sentenoe. add a statement about ‘where the grubbed roots wrll be”
. -dlsposed )1 they contaln contamlnated soll, they must be- disposed in a surtable landfill. '

v Resgonse -The followmg sentence will be added “The gmbbed roots will be drsposed ofata yard-
waste disposal facllity after checking to ensure that minimal contaminated soil is assoclated with
‘the roots, falllng _w_hlch the grubbed roots vrrll be drsposed of at a suitable landfill offsite.” - -

: 106_. Page 10-5, paragraph 4 (contlnued)
' Comment Add “or other COCs after "DDTR' in the fourth sentence

B_esgonse The addxhon wrll be made as requested
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'k 1:01.» o Page 10$. paragraph 5.

- 'Comment. Insert a new thlrd sentence "’l'he wetland functlons and values ofthe onglnal wetlands will be
' replace accordmg to state and federal standards as determmed dunng remedlal deSth

Respgns e: As dlscussed uhder responses to Cornments Nos 57,61, 66,68 and 78, the new sentence wnll
o be mserted as requested with- the exception of the modification, as follows: *The wetland functions and "
. values wiil be replaced to the extent practlcable accordlng to state and federal standards as detemuned
. dunng remedxal deSlgn ‘ : : :

108, Page 1o-s paragraph g

.Comment What is. meant by “therefore. no addltmnal measure to restore the topography would be '
- required™in the fifth sentence? Replace with “...excavated sediment and the wetland functions and values

of the. ongtnal watemays wili be replaoed acoordmg to state and federal standards as determtned dunng o
: remedlal design.’ ‘ _ S B B : :

: 'Respons As dlscussed under response to Comments No. 57 61 66 68 and 78, the sentence wxll be o
. replaced with a modification, as follows: * excavated sediment and wetland functions and values of the.

' ‘waterways; will be replaced to the extent practrcable accordlng to state and federal standards. as
- »determmed dunng remedlal deS|gn ‘ : i - S ‘

108, Pages 113 to 11-7
Comment Delete "Assessrnent of' from the tttle of each table

o Response.k The words_.w_lll be deleted as reqqested.

110. Page 11-3, Table 11-1 page z ) :

: ',_COmment Synops:s Remove “Iocated above the seasonal hlgh water table, _

| Response: The groundwater protectlon regulatlons apply only to sOII located above the seasonal hlgh
water table Therefore, no change |s proposed ‘ , =

& .,1‘1‘1. Page 11-3, Table 111, pagez(contmued)

L : Comment Actron to be Taken: ‘Replace the second and tl'nrd senmnce with » "Standards for sonl -
e remedlatlon w1th|n a GB groundwater zone > are appllcable

‘ -'Respons The seoond and third sentences wﬂl be replaced by the followmg sentence:” Gmundwater
protection standards are not applicable because the soil contammatron at the site appears to
occur primanly below the seasonal hrgh water table" ' . R

 112. Comment: Page 114, Table 11-2: -
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* Comment Restore the ARARS gitation to Execufive Order 11988, RE: Floodplaln Management since
-some some work will be conducted in the coastal floodplain of the Thames aner and potentially within areas of

ﬂoodplaln adlacent to the wetlands to be excavated.

| Resgonse “The snte |s ‘not lomted within. the Thames ‘River. flood plam Hou/ever% ' lhe floodplain’

B - management citation will be restored bemuse the streams on snte may be classmed as mland waters,

L esp_gnse The change will be made as requested

”115. Page 11-8;

' Comment Change the status of the Connectlcut Endangered Specles Act from “Applmble to “Relevant‘ ,
-~ and approgriate” since the listed specres have not yet been 1dent|ﬁed in the pnoject area but could _
potentlally occur. : : . S .

14, Page 11-7 Table 11-3:

| .Comment Under the Actlon to Be Taken colurnn for the Water Dwersnon Pollcy Act, cherge the ﬁrst S
o .sentence fr om remedlatlon is exempt" to remedlatlon are exempt' :

; Resgonse The change w:ll be made as requested

L Comment Insert and potentlally mlgrate' after "to remaln on slte in lhe thlrd sentence

Resgonse The followmg words will: be lnserted and potentlally mlgrate lf the cover is not
malntained‘ after “to remaln on slte in the thu'd sentence ' t '

ETT Page 11-3, Section 11.4. paragraph 1

- Comment in the last sentence change |f' to‘beeause and change are to wull be". |

,Resm,nse: The_cha_n_ges will be made as reque_sted._-

Az Page G

. ‘Comment: The Glossary does nct lnclude all of the abbrewatlons used The document may beneﬁt from
~a Table of Abbreviations in- the front of the document Also. putung itin the front may make |t easier for
-readers to use. | o - : W

Resmns The document wnll be scanned for terms that are not explamed in the text and such terms wnll
‘be included |n the glossary A Table of Abbrevrahons wdl be mcluded after the Table of Contents
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-118. . Page Gs"‘. ‘_

- 4Comment Weﬂands Functrons and Values Assessmenr In (1) remove ‘ammals' ahd add “wetlands to -

- mammals,” ‘before “fishes, birds:..." and in (2) add ‘the wetlands i supportlng afl:er usefhl are” and
replace “extstmg trees and the shrubs for the envrronment’ with nahve vegetatron

T Resmns The changes will be made as requested

= ’ " - _
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