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STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
DEPARTMENT s9XTIl'bW~8~~rROTECTION 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

BUREAU OF WASTE MANAGEMENT 
PLANNING & STANDARDS DIVISION 

EASTERN DISTRICT REMEDIATION PROGRAM 

Mr. Mark Evans 
U.S. Department of the Navy 
Engineering Field Activity Northeast, 
Environmental Branch (Code EV2) 
10 Industrial Way, Mail Stop 82 
Lester, PA 19113-2090 

January 12,2004 

Re: State Comments Regarding Draft Proposed Plans for the Torpedo Shops Soil, the New Source Area 
Soils, and Groundwater at Area A Downstream Watercourses, Overbank Disposal Area Northeast, and 
Area A Weapons Center, Naval Submarine Base New London, Groton, Connecticut 

Dear Mr. Evans: 

Staff of the Planning and Standards Division have received and reviewed the three draft proposed plans 
entitled: 1) "Site3- New Source Area Soil ", 2) "Site 7 - Torpedo Shops Soil- Operable Unit 8 ", and 3) 
:'Site'3"; Area kDownstream·.Watercourses, Site 7 :"Torpedo Shops; Site 14; Qverbank Disposal:Area 
Nort!1ea~t,.and Site ~O ,-·Area A Weapons'Center qro'-:lndwater~,Operable Unit 9 1:; (the '~~epofts").-.The'·i.. 
Reports were"dated' Dece)TIber ,2003, and, the Deparpnen.t ,received-them 'by,electronicroail addressed to me. 
on December 10,.2003. TetraTech NUS (TtNljS) of-P,ittsb,urgh; ,PA prepared t,he:Rep.ort~·,()n,behaIIofthe 
Department of the Navy.' , ' 

General Comments . 

The State concurs with the remedies as described in the three proposed plans. In particular, the State is 
pleased that the Navy has elected to address under State regulations the TPH contamination at the New 
Source 'Area within Site 3. While CERCLA contains an exemptIOn for petroleum contamination, the 
State's Remediation Standard Regulations apply to all pollutants. including TPH. Restoring the site to 
meet the residential direct exposure criteria and the GA pollutant moblhty cntena will eliminate any 
environmentally based restrictioIls on the ust: o[the ~ile. The State looks forward lo working with the Navy 
toward restoration of the Naval Submanne Base.' ../ ' 

Specific Comments 

I, Site 3 - New Source Area Soil 
)' 

Page 1- Title and First Paragraph 

" -. .' -', ' ~ 

Thetitle'\Site 3;--N.e,w Source A.rea Soir' for this ProP9sed plan and the first paragraph:~J7~,sqmewha~ " , 
Eonfusmg:as;they,s,ugge~t that Site}- con.s~?ts,~nti'rely.ofi the New SQur:ce:Ar~,a."It inight:b~ le$s·~,onfllslng to 
Ll5e the'title "Soil.atNew Source Area.Within' Site. ~,:'. 'In' the',first sentence of the, iptmduction, ply~s~:jnsert 
~:inthe new source.area',' after,soil. In the' second sentence; please delet~ ".:-. this site: .f',: and 'replace' it 
with '''the new source' area". ;. ' ... ' 
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Page 2 

Please clarify that the SIze of the New Source Area is discussed in the first sentence. While all of Site 3 
may occupy 75 acres, the New Source Area occupies only a tiny portion of that area. 

Page 3 

Findings of the Field Investigation 

Please clarify in this section that this remedial action is being earned out to address exceedances of the 
direct exposure and pollutant mobility criteria for soil pursuant to the State's Remediation Standard 
Regulations. 

Summary of Alternatives Considered 

In the third sentence, the word "evaluated" should be used in place of "selected" in the phrase " ... two 
alternatives were selected evaluated based on their abilities ... " 

Page 5- The Public's Role in Alternative Selection 

The Groton Public Library is located on Newtown Road rather than Newton Road. This comment applies 
to all three proposed plans. . 

My current title is Environmental Analyst 3, and due to a recent reorganizatIOn, I now work in the Bureau 
of Waste Management. This comment also applies to all three proposed plans. 

2. Site 7 - Torpedo Shops Soil- Operable Unit 8 

Page 3 - Summary of Alternatives Considered 

In the last paragraph, for RAO 4, the text should read" ... protect potential future receptors/rom 
exposure ... " 

Page 3 - Table of Remedial Alternatives 

In the first sentence in the Components column for Alternative S2, "handing" should be replaced with 
"handling". 

3. Groundwater at Sites 3, 7, 14, and 20 

Page 3- HIStOry 

In the last paragraph, the terms "Otto Fuel" and lP-lO are used but these terms are not defined in the text 
or included in the glossary. Please define these terms and include them in the glossary. The term "TH 
Dimer" should also be included in the glossary. 
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Page 5- Table of Contaminants of Concern 

The remedial goal listed for hexachlorobenzene is I flg/ I. Please note that the surface water protection 
criteria for this compound is 0.077 flg/ I, so the cleanup level should be set at this lower concentration. The 
remedial goals for the other compounds listed in this paragraph are acceptable. 

Page 7 

Please include captions mdicating that the first table lists remedial optIons for contaminants found at Site 3 
exclusively, as well as those found at both Site 3 and 7, whIle the second table addresses only those 
contammants found exclusIvely at Site 7. 

In the first sentence of the first bulleted section in the second paragraph, please replace "used" with "use". 

Page 9 

The definitions of YOCs and SYOCs each include a statement to the effect that EPA IdentIfies compounds 
that are SYOCs and YOCs. The meaning of this statement and the reason for its inclusion are unclear. 
Please either delete thIS statement from both definitions or provide additional explanation of how EPA 
identifies these compounds as SYOCs or YOCs, as opposed to this distinction being based on the relative 
volatility of the two classes of compounds. 

If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact me at (860) 424-3768. 

Sincerely, 

Mark R. Lewis 
Environmental Analyst 3 
Eastern District Remediation Program 
Planning & Standards Division 
Bureau of Waste Management 

cc: Ms. Kymberlee Keckler, US Environmental Protection Agency, lCongress St., Suite 1100 (RBT), 
Boston, MA 02114-2023 

Mr. RIchard Conant, Naval Submarine Base New London, Environmental Department, Environmental 
Department, Buildmg 166, Groton, CT 06349-5100 

. Ms. MelIssa Gri ffin, Naval Submarine Base New London, Environmental Department, EnVIronmental 
Department, Buildmg 166, Groton, CT 06349-5100 


