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FACT SHEET
RE~IOVAL ACTION

FOR CONTAMINATED SOILS AT
NAVAL BASE NORFOLK

As pa r t of -an ong oing program to assess sites where ha z a r do us material s
were s to red, u sed, or dis posed of , the Navy has confi~ed soil c ontamination
at a fo rmer d rc~ storage y a rd i n the Q- a r e a on the Naval Base, Norfolk. Th i s
f ac t s heet desc ribes i nt e r im ~easures to r e move soi l contaminat e d wi t h o il and
g rease and other pe~roleuc p r oduc t s . The remova l action will p reve nt
contaminant dispersal and a llow construction of fleet parking f acil ities on
the site . Further invest i gation of potential contacination, pricarily through
groundwater sampl ing , will continue after t he interim cleanup of t his site.

SIFE HISTORY. The former drum storage area is located in t he northeast
corner of the Nav a l Base, near the intersection of Hughes Drive and North
Roge r s Street. The land was created by a f ill operation in the ea r l y 1950' s;
the site has bee~ us ed sinc e t hen by Naval Supply Center Norfolk to s t o r e
drums of neu material s, mos tly pe t r o leum product s, organic solvent s, and pairo t
t hinners. Darna~ed and l eaking containers were stored in the northern portion
of the ya r d ; oil-stained soil s confirm past spil lage in thi s area .

In early 1987, the drums were relocated to the east side of thi s area to
make room for parking at Pier la, a genera l berthing pier und er renovation.
These lots, c ur r en t l y 'unde r construction by Asph al t Roads and Ma terials
Company, Inc. of Virginia Beach, will provide over 5 ,000 spaces for short-term
fl eet parking and wil l help to alleviate a Seve re shortage of parking
f ac ilities on the Naval Base.

CONTAMINAT ION INVESTIGATION. The drum s t or age area was or iginally
identifi ed in a 1982 survey of sites where hazardous material s uere used,
stored, or disposed of in the past. In 1983, four groundwater monitoring
wells were installed around the site and soil and groundwater saoples were
c ollected to verify the presence of contamination. The results ind icated
groundwater contamination by organic solvents in one well; oil and grease anc
trace quantities of organic and inorganic constituents were detected in a ll
the wells. The soil results indicated spotty contamination; no constituents
we r e consistently detected in the soil samples.

Additional sampling events were conducted in 1984 and 1986 to confirm t he
initial results and determine the e x t e n t of contamination. High oil and
greas e concentrations appeared to be limited to surface soils in the northwest
corner o f the site. When tested for hazardous waste characteristics, however ,
t he s oil s amp l e s did not meet the definition of a hazardous waste. This means
the soil would be ·c l a s s i f i ed as a n industria l waste under state laws.

REMOVAL ACTION. The grading necessary for the parking lot project would
expose t he oil-contaminated soils, allowing contaminant transport through
erosion, and would disperse the identified contaminated area, r ende r i ng
subsequent cleanup e f f or t s difficult if not i mpo s s i b l e . For these reasons ,
the t op six inches in an area of 4 ,240 square yards will be removed by the
construction contractor and transported to a sanitary landfill f or disposal as
an industrial waste.
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~~~E~aval i~n of the est imated 750 cubic yards wi l l commenc e in
ntie3et,!eiclih: The soi l will be disposed of a t the So u t he as t e r n Public
Se rv i ce Author i ty's landf i ll i n Suf f ol k . I t wi l l be tra ns ported in cove red
trucks by t he const ~uc t ion c ontrac tor. Since access to the pa rking l o t s ite
will be restric t ed during the r ec ov a l , we anti c i pate no risk t o t he public
from t hi s ac t ion. Afte r the mater ia l is r emove d, t he s i te wi l l be regr aded
wi t h c lean f il l and paved wi th a spha lt .

I n v e stig a tions t o de te r min e t h e e xtent of con taminated g roundwater a nd the
op t i ons fo r site cleanup wi l l co n t i nue . We believe tha t removing t he source
of oi l con tami na tion i s an impor tant s t ep i n re t urn i ng t he groundwa t e r to it s
natura l condi t i on. I n addi tion t o providi ng needed pa rking f ac ilit ies, the
asphalt wi l l ac t as a cap t o prevent sur face wa te r i nfi l tration an d po tent ial
cont aminant trans port t hrough the soil s remaini ng a t the sit e. We wi ll not
hesi t ate, however , t o conduc t add itional ex cavat ion i n the future if
co nd i tions warrant.

SUMMARY . The ~avy is taking act ions t o prevent the spread of
co ntami na t i on at t hi s site, wh i le allowing t he cons t r uction of much-needed
pa rk ing fac ili t ies . Subsequent i nve s tiga t i ons , wh i ch wil l entai l additional
groundwa te r sampling , will confirm t he adequacy of t he s e measure s and
pre s cribe necessary ef f or ts t o c lean up t hi s area t o l ev e l s deem ed ac ceptable
by t he s ta te an~ th e general publ i c. Que s t ions conce rning t hi s ac t ion may be
directed t o either 0: the fol lowing :
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