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© RITTERY, Maine — Wost seafood.
culled from thel waters around the
Partsmouth Naval Shipyard i safe
for human consumption, according
to a study-by the Maine Department
of Environmentd] Protection. - ™.
"~ The DEP unvelled its fibdirigs of
an offshore risk assessment study
‘taken during the fall of 1935 during a
meeting of the |ehipysrd’s’ Restora-
tion Advisory Board on Thursday
night. The board is a group of area
reidents and skipyard officizis who
study environmental and cleanup is-
spes at théyard; . - .
The study focused on the levei of
paturally occarfring non-ergamc, or -
toxic, arsenic in Jobster and flounder
in and around the Piscataqua River
and showed (hak in many cases, lev-
els were below {hose found in similar
studies 2Jong the MalIne coastline.
Non-organic arsenic is known as 8
substance tnat] makes the auimals
more susceptible to other potentially
dangerous toxins. )

However, aecording o  Nancy
Beardsley, Department of Environ-
mental Frolection sile manager fof
the chipvard, ithe risk in eating the
seafood there is no different thanit is

. anywhere else; '

The key factor to net getticg sick
from seafood, however, is eating the
food in moderation, she said. = .

- Arsenic is & natural compenent of
s2dt weter. However, the =rimals’
bodies convert it lo its poisonous,
non-organi¢ form, and it lodges in
particularly nign Jevels in ibe tomal-
ley, or Nver, ¢f lobster. There it can
be 'damgex-ou:s1| Advisories have been
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posted in Maine, New Hampshire,
Connecticut and other Northeast
states recently warning that preg-.

nant women should stéy away from

- the tomalley. "

mTBei mq@&fﬁ’f'_tﬁé lobsters takenr
waters-off the shipyard appears t
be saf li?;é"ever;-‘-""'-} ikt S
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What th_g*“’sf_t\;df found \ras that 2
senic concepliations in . meaf: from

* adult lobsters, catght off the ship:

yard is in fact lower than or eghal
levels found 1n other areas, including:
the Saco River, Boothbay Harbor,
Searsport znd Round Pend, among

~ The DEP report, using published
studies zs sources, states that 4, 3.3-
ounce servings of local lobster-meat
a.year over a nine-year period is-an:
-seceptable “censumipion rate vto
avoid health: problems. Based on
Jongerterm consumption,® the- ac-
ceptable rate per year drops o a lit-
tle. more” than 13 servings of 2.3
ounces each. .- ! -
Acceptable levels for flounder over
a nine-year period are 22 servings of
eight.ounce portions ye_éz" . Over 2
. 30-year period, the report states that-
acceplable level for ! eight-ounce

servings drops to just below seven

_servings yearly. o )

i Tesling was performed during the

+ fall of 1625, long befere the Plscata.
i qua River between Maine and New
1 Hampshire suffered.from an oil spm'
| fast month that deall a massive Blow
110 Joca] lobstermen. * - :
! .

' Ms. Beardsley said that the state
agency wiil continue to monitor the
iohoter-over the next year, end plans
to. use the findings of the newly
unveiled report when comparing tox-
in levels of lobster affected by the oit
epill. : e
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