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, KITTERY, ~~in~ - Most se~roQ(l.
culled .£.-0%'0 Ule! w~t.e" around Ute
Portsmouth' Na'l/l1. Shipyard is:. safe
:!or munan. co~umption. aeeo,rding
to a study:by the ~a\ne I?ept.rtn-.~n~
of Environme~Il'r<ltectio':'. . . '..
: The DEi' uin!eUed its [in~gs ot
an ofishor~ ri¥ assessment ~tu(i)'.

· taken dw-ing th~ r~n rtf1~ dU~1:lg :l
meeting o.f the! shipyard's' R~ra­
lion Advisory Board 011 ThWsday
night. The board is a group.ot area
'r.esidents and s>~pyard ~ffic:::.~ who
stud,. en,.s,f'(l~~nta1and clea~up is·
sues at the )'aTd~, ' , •

The study ~o~sed on the l~el or
natural:y occurr:ing m:n~rg:l!!-\e,or '
t~xic arsenic iIi lobster and Oounder
In ~tl'd' around (he Piscata~ua'River
and showed tha/t i~ roomy ca~, lev~
cis '~ue below thc.se found in ~imihr
studies along thb "~2Ine coastli'lle.

Non-organie arsenic is known as a
substance thatl whlieii the c.i'.i...·::.ls
::lere s\:s~ptit-l" to other potet.tially
dangerous toxiZ!-s.

However. ~cc:ording to; Nancy
Beardsley. I;J~partment of Environ­
mental i?rut.ection sl:e m;;'ila~er fe.
the sh!f'ytml, ith~ risk In eating ~l~e
seafood there Is no different than It IS
anywhere else: . ,

The l;Ej' !QJ:i~ :.0 :.ct be!ti~g .dd:
from l:oeafood, !however. is eating the
food in moderation, she ~id.· ,
. Arsenic is:.si natuf&l comP\tller,l oI
sa.lt '-G~ter. Hov:c"e:o, t..~e er.imals'
bodies conver.t it to its poisonous.
non-organic fo:om, and it lodges in
particularly hig~ 16\'els in 'h~ ,,,11'....1.
!~y, cr liver, ~f ",!>ster. The~ It can
be dangerous1 Ad\'lsories ha~'e been
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PMl~ in M2in~. New Rl!!!l;>shir~,
Connecticut and other Northeast
states recentlY warn~, that J>reg-,
nant women should stByaway ulJrn
the tomallev.· ,- " '

Ttie meat.emiR' the lobsters takea
in wat~:~ffthe's¥PyUd appean to

be, S3f~~~t:~~j;":: ~~:~l: ',' ~,' ~.~:. '
"fiat ~#"S~~roun~W.alf ~~t. aJ'­

r.enIC concentrations In :Uleat'~.!rrim

adult lobsters.. canght 'ort'the' shiP!:
yard is ill fact lower tJian or eQuai
levels (ound'in other are~~ indliding:
the Saco River, Boothbay Harbor,
Searsport 2nd R~\lnd Pond. among

: .. - '.
otbers. "
. 'rbe DEP report. using :pubUshed
lltvdies Hll sources. states that 44, ~.3~
ounee servings of locallobst.er.mea~

a:.y~ar over a .nine-year,perWd inn!:
. ~eect>table . een~~=t~:i~ r:.te ·:·to
avoid health: 'problemS. Based OD'

longer-term consumpti!lIl.' the' ac.
ceptlible rate per year <irops to a til·
t!e" =ore: th:.n 13 se:i'~~bS o! ~.3
ounces each. .", ! "

ACceptable le\'els fOT f:lounder over
a nine·year Ptlr.tX1 are 21 !;erving!> of
l!ight·"'Jn~~ pdrlions ~·~h~·. O"""r a
3O-ytar period, Lhe report stat.es that·
acceptable level lor! ejgbt~unc~

servings drops to just below seven
servings yearly. ' . .

Testing was performed durli.g the
f~U or 1~!;, long ~JI;'~ the PISCBta·
qua Rive.r between MaUie and New
Hampshire suffere(Uro~ an. oil Sf-ill
last IlIUIlUl Uuot ':~iott ..m~..;e !;.vw
to loc811nbs1ermeD. ' ,

Ms. Beardsley said that the st.a~
agenq will continue to moniLor the
I~b~·ftr·~,·er n,c ""rl "~r end t'lltn~to. ~~;e ~the Cindiigs· of 'the. newly
unveiled re~rt ·when comparing tox­
in lev,,~ Dr Iuo:;ler ~rre<:ted by t~e oil
~pi!l. . .. '~'/
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