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SUBJECT: INTERIM OFFSHORE MONITORING PROGRAM FOR THE INSTALLATION
RESTORATION PROGRAM, PQRTSMOUTH NAVAL SHIPYARD

During review of the Round 2 Data for the Interim Offshore Monitoring
Program for the Portsmouth Nav~l Shipyard's Installation Restoration Program,
the Navy noted some potential irregularities in the data. For your
information, the irregularities noted and the actions being taken are
provided below:

1. Discrepancy: The lead (Pb) concentrations in the juvenile lobster
composite sampleOU4-LJ-M01-100B and its duplicate were elevated in
comparison to concentrations found in the juvenile lobster 'composi te
collected during Round 1. This difference is not supported by
concentrations of lead found in bulk sediment and mussel tissue
Samples, which were similar ~t MS-Ol between Rounds 1 & 2. In
addition the difference between Acid Volatile Sulfide and
Simultaneo\.lsly. Extracted Metals (AVoS-SEM) concentrations, a
bioavailability indicator, were also similar between Rounds 1 & 2.

Action: The Navy has requested that the. laboratory dissect and
analyze two of the remaining juvenile lobster samples for metals only
to confirm the composite result for lead. No lobsters remain in the
preferred size range, .5.0 to 5.5 em, that were used in the composite
sample. Therefore, juvenile lobster sample OU4-LJ-M01-ioOB-5 (4.8 em)
and lobster sample'OU4-LJ-M01-100B-4 (6 ern), the two' remaining. samples
closest to the preferred size range, will be used for this analysis.
The results of theie analyses will be provided in January 2001.

2. Discrepancy: The PAH concentrations in sediment sample OU4-SD-M01
300B were -around 3 times higher than the PAH concentrations in
sediment sample OU4-FD~003-000B, the field duplicate.
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The resultsorganics due to the difference between the two samples.
of these analyses will be provided in January 2001.

3. Discrepancy: Pore water sample OU4-PW-M03-300B had an anomalous
copper concentration (474 ug/Ll, which was much higher than
cbncentrations found at oth~r monitoring or reference stations.

Action:· The Navy has requested that the laboratory reanalyze pore
water sample OU4-,fW-M03-300B for metals to confi.rm the copper

. concentration found during the initial analysis. The results of this
analysis will be provided in January 2001.

4. Discrepancy: The laboratory detection· limit for copper· pore· water
analysis was report~d as5 ug/L which is above the acute and chronic
water quality criteria (WQC) of 4.8 and 3.1 ug/L respectively.

Action: The Navy has requested that the laboratory evaluate the
detection limit for copper in the pore water samples to determine if
the detection limit first reported (5 ug/L) can be reported with
accuracy .at a lower detection limit., The . results of this evaluation
will be provided in.January 2001.

5. Discrepancy: The laboratory detection limit for lead pore water
analysis was r.portedas

c
20 ~g/L which is above the chronic WQC of 8.1

ug/L.

Action: The Navy has requested that the laboratory reanalyzed pore
wat·er samples to achieve a lower detection limit for lead using a
differ~nt analytical method. .The results of these analyses will be
provided in January 2001.

If additional information is required please contact Mr. Fred Evans at
(610) 595-0567 .. x-159.
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