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Portsmouth Naval Shipyard Commander Capt. Kevin M. McCoy, fifth from
left, is joined by representatives from the Maine Department of
Environmental Protection, Environmental Protection Agency, local
residents in groundbreaking ceremony. Saunders/Democrat photo

Navy begins restoration of wetlands salt marsh on
Jamaica Island

By JENNIFER L. SAUNDERS
Democrat Staff Writer

KITTERY, Maine — The sky cleared over a picturesque view of the Piscataqua
River just as officials at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard ushered in a new era on
Jamaica Island.

Representatives from the United States Environmental Protection Agency,
Maine Department of Environmental Protection, Army Corps of Engineers and
the shipyard’s Restoration Advisory Board joined Shipyard Commander Capt.
Kevin M. McCoy and other Navy representatives at the site of the Jamaica
Island Landfill for a groundbreaking ceremony Tuesday afternoon.

"It's a pretty neat day in the Seacoast area ... On the very eve of the shipyard’s
202nd anniversary, we are breaking ground and improving the wetlands... It's
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ol rnot just eur responsrbrlrty, |t’s the rrght thrng todo tor the envrrenment and fer the
. future generatrens of the Seacoast " McCey sard ' S

E The event marked the begrnnrng et the Jamarca Ceve Wetlands Preject the frrst R
-phase of the Jamaica Island Landfill remediation. The large, multi-year - R
© environmental clean-up and construction project being cempleted underthe -~ = -

: 'Navy s Instellatren Restoratron Pregram wrll be Cendueted in two phases :

o 'The Jamarce lsland Landfrll was. created over several decades between the
© 19408 and 1970s when 25°acres.of former tidal mudfiats between Jamaica
~Island and Seavey. island were filled in by the Navy. Today the landifill is rnade
© . up of various fill r‘\naterrels including construction’ rubble dredge sperls and
- various materrels wrth hazardous censtrtuents . :

':Smee the 19805, neted Kenneth Plarsted head of the shrpyard’s envrrbnmental SR
- division, Navy, DEP, EPA and local officials have been working together. The

" remediation of the landfrll is being completed under the direction of the ’

- Comprehensive Environmental ﬁespense Compensatren Lrabrlrty Act,

' -'cemmenly referred te as Supertund k

' 'The Jamarea Island Landfrll is the. largest Superfund site at the shrpyard The
project will be cempleted over several years at an estrmated cest of $10.2 - - .
o mrllren , : I

In Phase 1 of the' remedratren -a large pertren ef the landfrll adjacent 1o Jamarca
s _Ceve wrll be excavated and conselrdated wrth other Sectrens of the landfrll '

: In the excavated area, a salt marsh wetland wrll be establrshed replacrng what
once exrsted in. the area, Plarsted neted , L

: Burrng the sprrng et 2003 the newly created wetland area wrll be planted wrth C-
-hative salt marsh grasses with: natrve trees end shrubs eleng the upper edge of -
E the sherelrne R : S _ .

S Phase 1 ef the prejeet rs berng completed by the Navy s remedral aetren
S contracter Fester Wheeler Envrronmental Cerperatren

o 'Phase I ef the preject wrll start in the spnng ef 2@03 Plarsted explamed lDurmg R
~ - the phase, a multi-layeted hazardous weste landtrll cever syetem wrll be R
‘ jnstrueted ever the landtrll o : : ,

Onee that syetern is cempleted a pemen ef the Iandfrll will be planted and used '
-~ fof recreational purposes. and a paved seetren erl be used for vehrele parkrng
7 'and pleesure beat sterage , : , .

- The remedral aetren takrng place was Seleeted by the Navy and Envrrenmental
- Protection Agency with the: concurrence of the Marne Department of -
. Envrrenmentel Preteetlen B ER :

. The Army Cerps et Englneers is deslgnlng the landfrll cever system and Fester T
; _Wheeler Envrrenmental Cerporatren will censtruet it. : - o

i "Througheut the years ef study and planmng, the cemmunrty members ot the -
- - Shipyard’s Restoration Advisory Board have performed active roles in reviewing -
- data, analyzrng plans, and helprng establrsh geals and prrerrtres tor the Navy," v

h
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 noted Shipyard Pubiic Affairs Officer Alan M. Robinson. =
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