
MEMORANDUM

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
PORTSMOUTH NAVAL SHIPYARD

PORTSMOUTH.N.H.03e04-~

, ,

- NOOIOi.AR.000616
NSY PORTSMOUTH

5090.3a

IN REPLY REJFK.R TO:

October 26, 19~8

FOR THE MEMBERS OF THE RESTORATION ADVISORY BOARD (RAE) CERCLA REMEDIAL
ACTION PROGRAM, PORTSMOUTH NAVAL SHIPYARD, KITTERY, MAINE

On behalf of the Seacoast Anti-Pollution League (SAPL), the Navy is
forwarding SAPL's Review of Draft ARAR Table for Interim Record of
Decision for Operable Uni t 4 for your information,' It was prepared for
SAPL by their Technical Assistance Grant ,advisor, Lepage Environmental
Services, Inc.

If you have any questions regarding these comments, they may be asked at
a RAB meeting, by calling Lepage Environmental Services at (207) 777­
1049 or by writing to:

Lepage Environmental Services
P.O. Box 1195
Auburn, ME 04211-1195

Sincerely,

K~isted
Navy Co-Chairman
Restoration Advisory Board

Distribution:
Juanita Bell
Michele Dionne
Phil McCarthy
Onil Roy

EPA Region I (M. Cassidy)
MEDEP (Iver McLeod)
NOAA (K. Finkelstein)
MEDMR (D. Card)
NHFG (J. Nelson)

'USFWS (K. Munney)
COMSUBGRU TWO (R. Jones)
North Div (F. Evans)
PNS (Code 100PAO)w/o encl
Carolyn Lepage w/o encl

Doug Bogen
Eileen Foley
Jack McKenna
Peter Vandermark

Jeff Clifford
Mary Marshall
GUy Petty

•
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.L~epageEnvironmentaIServices, ,Inc.
""',: ' ~P. O. Box 1195. Auburn. Maine 04211-1195.207-777-1049. Fax: 207-777-1370
Octobei19; 1998 ' '.... .:. . .....

Peter Vandermark .
Seacoast Anti-Pollution League '.
P. O. Box 1136
Portsmouth, New Hampshire . 03802

Subject: Review ~fDraft ARAR Table for Interim Record of Decision for Oper~ble Unit 4

Dear Mr. Vandermark:

As you requested, we are transmitting comments to the Seacoast Anti-Pollution Leagu~f(SAPL)
concerning the Draft ARAR Table for Interim Record of Decision for Operable UiUt 4. ARARs
are federal or state envirorunental standards, requirements, or criteria that may be considered
'Applicable or Relevant and Appropriate Requirements' (hence ARARs) for a remedial action.
Our comments are ·as follows: . .

.; .

. ...' .
".

••
.......

Ifyou have any questions regaidi~gthe coriun~ntsabove; please give me ~ call at207-777~1049.·

. Sin.:c~::J:." /......• '..: './)' ./.l::{~i:'~f'}g;;1\.•.
~~ LA IJj/·· .. · :""r:J~IV'l 0"(.'.<::-,'

;:;~~;nt Lepage, C.G.' '. \,.;:.;i~~:.~:~)]~
. "~f" ~ ( .... _to (l t . .," 4~ '_,:,"~;
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E . .' ...,.·.··.!~.':.··L:".·.:,;.,.·..••.•.:.,,·:.:ii':-t.f.•:J...; ',.,.'"-..rIC:· ;.' .; . ." " ..: : :':-., ••- ..' .

cc: i'.\~' IYer.McLeod, I?epartmentofEnvironmi:mtal Protection " ....
Meghan Cassidy, Environmental Protection Agency

." , ,.~artyRaymond, Portsl11~uthNaval Shipyard' .
I05A1lAR.0c8 '.. ..:.... ..... . ", •... ," ", ':" ; ... :. '" . ;'.

:': . !:'... . '. ' : ~.'
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IYlJUI~.r..Ut:.t'ARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES - BUREAU OF HEALTH

1. . What is this handout about?

• Maille fish are good fo'r you,and gciootoeat.' Ho\vever, like ~o~t states, Maine has some consumption advis~ries. '

• ,Updated fish consumptionadvisorie~ are being is;ued for 1997 by'the Maine Bureau of Heaith. As new data Oli'the
amoun~s oftoxic che,~cals in fishb~c()rneavaila.ble the BureauofHealth reassesses advisories to include the most up-
to-date infonnation. . ",' >,:, ',': ". ,>' " '.' .,." '. ". .: . . . . .

-',' .

• Consumption advisories due ·to IIlercury contami~atj~liw~re first iss~i:d il; 1994, and applied' to consumption offish
from all lakes and ponds. This year, mercury advisories are being modified in two ways.' First, separate consuntption
advisories arc being issued for warm water (bass, pickerel, perch, sunfish, crappie) and cold water (trout, sah~\on,
smelt, cusk) fish species (details are listed on lheflip side of this handout). Second, consumption advisories are being
expanded to include all inland surface waters of the state,' including rivers and streams.

.. . . .; .

• New data on levcls of PCBs (suspected cal;cer causing chemicals) i;l' fish caugilt in specific waters are prompting the
issuance of new aJld expanded advisories Oil striped bass, bluefish and 'certaill Maine rivers,(dctail.~ listed all reverse).

• SaJllpling results show Ulat dJoxinlevels in fish have declined substantially ~ince the'mid-1980s.· Some rivers still have
levels of dioxin Ulat have prompted fish consumption advisories. In addition, new data on coplaJlar PCBs must be
calculated with dioxin in issuing advisories. Coplanar PCBs are found both above aild below industrial discharges on
sOI;le of Maine's river~~_111<: exact source of tl.lese chel1lil:~ls is'not knowil' (see PCBs below)." . . . .

".:," ". ..

3. S~me B~ckgrolJl1d:
.... :..... : ",' "'.::.! : '

. ,_:. .'. ~ ..

. ',". . .. '::.' .: .. ",.. ..'..' .' .. '

\Vhy do we care about mercury, where does it come from? ". ",' ..... .' : '.,
Mercury causeS toxic effects on 'the nervoussystem.. 1lleUllbom child aJld yoling children are more susceptible than

, adult~ duetotheir developingnervoti'ssystemS:Toxic~ffe~t~pfl1ler~ury~.ep~ild9~ tIle am~ul1t to\vh,i~h Y()I~ are·
.exposed.: 'Son1e' fish caughfilt' Mai'lle have been found toliave levels of1l1e'rcury that may be harmful io healt11 ... , _.'
Mer~urYBccurs'n<ltur.CliIY i~th~ e~virolUnent at .Iow lev·els.'Mercuryl~veJ~·are increased itltheetlvi~orul_lenf\Yl1en.
il1er~~ry'is felease.dinto iheair from ,coif firedpo\~e;'·piaJ1ts"II;Ullicip:a.l/iriedical\vaste iticim:~at.or.s; ~nd. otl,l~r industrial.

.'.··facillt.i.~s: ·Th~.r~~r~: cu.H~IIt.~Y34~t<it~s,villl.nl~r~urYadvis~~~~~.:· .,;..:),:': .... ~,':;".: . ".,... .'•.:':."' •.' .."':",:..':.: ....•.~..
. ~~. "

•

....... .. .. ·.0,.-(.' .'.

.'\Vh·y do ~e care about peDs, whered~ ll;~y comefrolli?; .'i ., .,'. .

. PCBs have been sho\vn to catisecancer itllabor.atdrY'animals'andil1ay caus¢ cancer in humans.' '., . . '.: .
PCBs were once widely .used ill electrical transforniers. Because thesediemicals were used extensi\'c1y,' accidental. .
leak~aild spills ,vere likeiyto o~cur.aliddisposal of cons~merclectroilic products int61aildfills would, cause'PCBs to
be released into the cilvironinelit> Mllnicipal \vaste iilcincrators are also sus'peeted sources of PCBs..TIlere are
currently 31 states and the District of Columbia with fish eonsumption'advisories for PCBs.

; ....

• Fo~ ~lore information: '. ... ." :";:"';' ',' '. . '" .' ....' .... .
For information conceming the Surface Water AmbienlToxic Monitoring Program cal1 the Maine DepartJ11ent of

. Envirolinlental Protection, Office of Lat;d'and Water Quality ai' 287-3901. For Infonllation concemingt"ish;' .
'.' consu'llptionadvisorics contact the'Maiiie Deparllllel;t<of HU;llan Services, Bureau.ofHeahh 'at 287~6455 ..

. ':~.: :."' ::: . .. .. : .':' ..- '.' ...'. .' " ..~. " .:-. . • . ! ". .' ." . ;...":: :':.. ';": ' . " :"';" .., ' ...~ ~ ..... :, ,-'

"'.; .: .
-....

..". :,.',',

• 'How are advisories issued? . ., .... .
TIle Maine Department of Envirolullental Protection (DEP) collects and monitors fish. for toxic pollutants ulfoughout

. the State. The Surface Water Ambient Toxic Monitoring Program:(SWAT) allows the D~P ,to perfoil.l11hes~ studies.
Data are given to the Bureau of Health for considcration of possible heaILh efTcctsifcertain amounts .of fish are ".
coilsumed. clllC advisories areupd,!tccl as the J3ureauof Health receives and assesses the new dataand.:~I¢ Maine'

.Departlllcilts of EilVirOllnieiital Protection,hiJa:ild Fisheries aJld Wildlife' aild MaiiileResources have been eoilsulted.
• 1 .'>' :: ~ :.~! ; '. .'·'r·~; .

"., .;.



Main~ 1997 Fish Consumption AdvisorieS
Maine Department of Human Services - DureHu ofHealtb

. General Consumption Advisory for ALL Inland Surface )Vaters Duc.to Mercury Contamination
. .

",. Pregnant women, Ilursing mothers! lVom~n who may become pregn~'lt. clIld children less than 8 years
old, should NOT EAT warm watedishspecies (bass, picker~I, perch; slmfi~h~ crappie) caught in any of Maine's
inland surface waters; Consuniptioll of cold ,vaters species (trout,'Sc;llIIoil,·sillell,cusk) should be limited .to 1 menl

. per month. The consumption of older cold water fish (e.g., a large lake trout) should be avoided. . . . .
",. All other individuals should limit consumption ofwann water species caught in an}' of Maine's inland surface
waters to 2 to 3 meals per month. People who eat large (older) fish are advised to use the lower limit of2.meals

·per month. There is 110 consump,tion limits for cold water species.
":,: ,"

·Specific Freshwater .Fish ·Consumptioll Advisories·

In addition to the geneml state'wide ~dvisory due to mercury contamination offish, other chelllicals (pCB~and
dioxins) in fish caught ill specific watcrs of thc state have been found at levels suIlicientto prompt consumption
advisories for these waters.. The consumption advisories listed below are more rcstrictivc than thc statewide
mercury advisory for thc. general population, and may be more stringcnt than the statcwidc advisory intended to

· protect the developing fetus, inCallt and young child. ... ...

ADVJSORY AREA MAXIMUM
CONSUMPTION LEVEL

CHEMICALS
OF.

.... CONCERN
Water Body SEGMENT [All Spccics]

Madisoli to Edwards Dam 1 to 2 lIIe.lls per month* .
Kennebec River };... (A·ultusu) : ..'

:. ..: .., Edwards Dam (AugusU) to· ·NO CONSUMPTiON .
> • .' • The Chops (Bath) .. ,. .. (freslm'ater fisli ~Illi).

. All Watcrs
Androsco,g,gin River

Statcwide SEE DESCRIPTION AnUVE
Gilead to Merrymeeting Bay 6 mcals per ycar

mercury
I'C[]~ &. dioxill~ .
rcUs &. dioxins

·rci,l;s ,&:. dioxins

.:. Penobscot River ., Below Lincoln . .( 10 2menls per month·
SalniOi\ Falls River··' Below Ben\'ick .: . ,,·6 mcals per year.

.East Br. Sel>ilslicoOk R. ' BelO\v Coriuria •. J ·mc:il per \IIonth .
West Br. SelJasticook R. . Below Hartland ·2 \IIcals per lilOnth :

Lillie Madawaska Rivcr· Madawaska Dam to Grimcs . NO CONSUMpTION.
and all tributadcs· ..... Mill Road ..'..'.' '. ,. . ..

Green Pond, Chapmall· ·,.AlI Waters ...NO CONSUMPTiON
;'Pil, Greelil:i\vBrook • (~I' foniler Loi-inltNr For~e O";e) ..'

.rCB~ &. dioxi.1\1

. PCBs ~.dioxill5.

PClls &:. dioxins ..

rcUs &. dioxill~

.rcu..

.. : ·PCBs

Red Brook' . All Walers (sc;v!>Ofough) .. . 6 mcals pcr yc.ir . rco~

• Pellpfe who ell' l:lTge (older) 1i.sh:ITe advised louse IJIC Illwer c:onsu'nplion level. lIS oldcr fish lelld .10 lIc.:ullluJalc I'CU~, dioxin~. lIlId mcrcury•.

Marine Fish. and Shellfish Consumption Advisories

Lobster Tonialley: Pregllcmt lvom~J1,llursillg mothers, alld women whO may become pregllalit .
sllould NOT EAT tomailcy (the greell substance found,itl the body ofthe 10bstcr).AlI others should limit ...

·consumption of lobster tomalley 10 1 \Ileal pcr month.. A tomalley IIICc,1 is Cc,ting the tomalley from one lobster.·, .
· Striped Bass: Pregna;It women, .';ursing mothers,· women who may become pregn.ant. nlld children less than 8:·
years old, are advised 10 Iilnit coiisuiliptioilof striped bass 10 Inieal per month. A 1/ others should limit.. .. ...• .
consumption to 2 10 3 meals per month, with the lower limit applying 10 those co.nsuming large striped bass.

· Bluefish: Consumption of.bluefish should be limited to one fish mCc,1 per l1Ionth. ... ....,
."1:",·-'


