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- DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY | e I —

PORTSMOUTH NAVAL SHIPYARD

PORTSMOUTH., N H. 03804-3000 IN REPLY REFER TO:

" october 26, 1998
MEMORANDUM

FOR THE MEMBERS OF THE RESTORATION ADVISORY BOARD (RAB) CERCLA REMEDIAL
ACTION PROGRAM, PORTSMOUTH NAVAL SHIPYARD, KITTERY, MAINE

On behalf of the Seacoast Anti-Pollution League (SAPL), the Navy is
forwarding SAPL's Review of Draft ARAR Table for Interim Record of
Decision for Operable Unit 4 for your information. It was prepared for

SAPL by their Technical Assistance Grant advisor, Lepage Environmental
Services, Inc.

If you have any questions regarding these comments, they may be asked at

a RAB meeting, by calling Lepage Environmental Services at (207). 777-
1049 or by writing to:

Lepage Environmental Services
P.O. Box 1195
Auburn, ME 04211-1195

Sincerely,

K;n Plaisted

Navy Co-Chairman
Restoration Advisory Board

Distribﬁtioﬁ:

Juanita Bell Doug Bogen Jeff Clifford
Michele Dionne Eileen Foley , Mary Marshall
Phil McCarthy Jack McKenna Guy Petty
Onil Roy » _ Peter Vandermark '

EPA Region I (M. Cassidy)
MEDEP' (Iver McLeod)

NOAA (K. Finkelstein)
MEDMR (D. Card)

NHFG (J. Nelson)

" USFWS (K. Munney)
COMSUBGRU TWO (R. Jones)
North Div (F. Evans)

PNS (Code 100PAO)w/o encl
Carolyn Lepage w/o encl



Lepage Environmental Services, Inc.
RRTERRTRY P. 0. Box 1195 ¢ Auburn, Mame 04211 1195 L 207-777 1049 e Fax 207-777-1370
October 19 1998 : :

Peter Vandermark . .

- Seacoast Anti-Pollution League

P. O. Box 1136 , :
Portsmouth New Hampshrre 03802

R . Subject Revrew of Draft ARAR Table for Intenm Record of Decrsron for Operable Umt 4

Dear Mr. ,Vandermark:

As you requested, we are transmitting comments to the Seacoast Anti-Pollution League’(SAPL)
concerning the Draft ARAR Table for Interim Record of Decision for Operable Unit 4. ARARs
are federal or state environmental standards, requirements, or criteria that may be considered

‘Applicable or Relevant and Approprrate Requrrements (hence ARARs) for a remed1a1 actron
Our comments are as folIows

1, The ARAR table should be subdrvrded to tabulate chemrcal specrﬁc ]ocatron specrﬁc and
.'actlon specrﬁc ARARs separately S

2. We understand the Mame Department of Envrronmental Protectlon will be commentmg on
.‘addmg ARARS relating to the classification of estuarine waters, the 1987 State rule regarding
sampling and blologrcal analy51s ‘and the specral lrcensmg requlrements for sampling juvenile
lobsters We concur w1th these addmons to the ARAR table '

' 3 The State of Mame Frsh and Shellﬁsh Consumptron Advrsones (see enclosed copy) should also L :
i be added to the ARARs table : : : : e

Srncerely,f ' ': o _

CarolynA Lepage C. G
'Presrdent o

cc; IverMcLeod Department of Envrronmental Protectton Lo
Meghan Cassxdy, Environmental Protection Agency
‘/Marty Raymond Portsmouth Naval Shlpyard

. losm,d e - st e



' ,to-date mfonnatlon

IVLALINE DLI’AR’I MENT OF HUMAN SERVICES BUREAU OF HEALTH

: What is thrs handout about"

;Maine fish are good for you,'and gdbd to 4éat'.’ Honfevér like most states, Maine has some consumptio'n' advisories.

_Updated ﬁsh consumptlon advrsones are bemg issued for 1997 by the Mainé Bureau of Health. As new data on the
amounts of toxic chenucals m ﬁsh become avallable the Bureau of Hcalth reassesses advtsorles to mclude the most up-

What is new m 1997?

Consumptlon advrsones dueto rnercury contamination were fi rst issuad in ‘199‘4 and applied to consumption of fish
from all lakes and ponds. This year, mercury advisories are being modificd in two ways.- First, separate consuniption

~ advisorics arc being issued for warm water (bass, pickerel, perch, sunfish, crappie) and cold water (trout, salmon,

* smelt, cusk) fish species (details are listed on the flip side of this handout). Second, consumption advrsorles are being - A

Some Background

’expanded to mclude all mland surface waters of the state mcludmg rivers and streams.-

vNew data on levels of PCBs (suspected cancer causing chemicals) in frsh caught in specific waters are prompting the
issuance of new and expanded advisories on striped bass, blucfish and certain Maine rivers (details listed on reverse).

Sampling results show that dioxin levels in fish have declined substantially since the mid-1980s. Some rivers still have
levels of dioxin that have prompted fish consumption advisories. In addition, new data on coplanar PCBs must be

~calculated with dioxin in issuing advisories. Coplanar PCBs are found both above and below industrial dxscharges on

some of Mame S rivers. The exact source of these chenncals is not known (see PCBs below)

L e

WhLdo we care about mercury, where does it come from" _

~‘Mercury causes toxic effects on the nervous system The unbom cluld and young children are more susceptnble than
“adults due to their developmg nervous systems _Toxic effects of mercury depend on the amount to which you are .
-exposed Somc fish caught i Mame have been found to have levels of mercury thatn __1;1_)5 be hamxful to health

_ Mercury occurs naturally in the envnromnent at low levels Mercury levels are mcreased in the eivironnient’ when :

- mercury is released into the_ air from coal firéd power plants mumcnpallmedlcal waste lncmerators and other mdustnal

e facxl 'es There are c rrently 34 slates thh mercury advnsones

B Why do we care e about PCle where do they come from? : D
-'PCBs have been shown to catise cancer in laboratory ammals and fi ay causg cancer. in humans R
' PCBs were once widely | used in electrical transformers ‘Because these chenncals were used extensnely, accndental

leaks and spllls were hkely to occur and dxsposal ‘of consumer “electronic products into landfills would cause PCBs to
be released into the environment. Mumcnpal waslé incinerators are also suspected sources of PCBs. - There are
currently 31 states and the Dlstnct of Columbla thh flsh consumptlon advrsorlcs for I’CBs

llow are advisories |ssued"’ .
The Maine Department of Envrromnental Protectlon (DEP) collects and monitors ﬁsh for toxic pollutants throughout

the State. The Surface Water Ambient Toxic Monitoring Program: (SWAT) allows the DEP. to perform these stud:es

Data are given to the Bureau of Health for consideration of possible health effcets if certain amounts of fish are
consumed.~ The advisories are updated as the Burcau of Health reccives and assesscs the new data and. Ahe Maine

-A,Depamncnts of Envrromnenlal Protectlon lnland F nshenes and Wnldhfe and Manne Resources have been consuhed

I'or more mformatlon' _ C SRR - AL IR S
For information conceming the Surface Water Ambxent Toxxc Momtormg Program call the Mame Department of

Envnroxunental Protection, Office of Land and Water Quahty at 287-3901.For lllfonnalnon ‘concerning fish
consumptxon advrsones contact thc Mame Department of Human Servrces, Buréau of Health at 287o6455




Maine 1997 Fisli Consumption Advisories
Maine Department of Human Services - Bureau of Health

‘ Ge‘_heral Consumption Advisory for ALL _lnlzi_n_d Surface Waters Duc to Mercury Contamination

.o Pregnant women, nursing mothers, women who may become pregnant, and children less than 8 years
- old, should NOT EAT warm water fish species (bass, pickerel, perch, sunfish, crappic) caught in any of Maine's
inland surface waters; Consuniption of cold waters species (trout, salmoi, swelt, ‘cusk) should be liniited to 1 meal
- per month. - The consumption of older cold water fish (e.g., a large lake trout) should be avoided. E ’
& All other individuals should limit consumption of warm water specics caught in any of Maine’s inland surface
waters (o 2 to 3 meals per month. -Pcopl'e who eat large (older) fish are advised to use the lower limit of 2 meals
-per month. There is no consumption limits for cold water species. =~~~ ' '

~ Specific Freshwater Fish Consumption Advisories )

_ In addition to the general statewide advisory due to mercuiy contamination of fish, other chemicals (PCBsand
dioxins) in fish caught in specific waters of the state have been found at levels suflicient to protpt consumption
advisories for these waters. The consumplion advisories listed below are more restrictive than the statewide
mercury advisory for the general population, and may be more stringent than the statewide advisory intended to

protect the developing fetus, infant and young child.

MAXIMUM CHEMICALS

ADVISORY AREA , .
. L CONSUMPTION LEVEL . OF _
B L .= . .. .- CONCERN
Water Body SEGMENT [All Specics 1
" All Walters Statewide’ SEE DESCRIPTION ABUOVE tuercury
Androscoggin River Gilead to Merrymeeting Bay -6 meals per year. | PCBs & dioxins -
- Madison to Edwards Dam - -1 10 2 meals per month* PCLis & dioxins
Kennebec River - (Augusta) C s T S : . -
wowiic 0 {7 Edwards Dam (Avgusta) to [ - -NO CONSUMITION .- . PCBs & dioxins
B -+ ..~The Chops (Bam) -~ - | -~ - ([reshwater fish only) T
- Penobscol River - Below Lincoln . - | .. .1 10 2 meals per month* .| PCBs& dioxins
~Salmion Falls River- © . » Below Berwick - ~.. Gmealsperyear. - | ~PCDs&dioxins |
"East Br. Sebasticook R. . Below Corinna .} méal per month” " ~ PCBDs & dioxins __| .. .-
Wesl Br. Sebasticook R. - Below Hartland -7-2 meals per tionth PCBs & dioxins
| Little Madawaska River | Madawaska Dam to Grimes | - NO CONSUMPTION. - FCbs
and all tributarics’ - » 7 MillRoad =~ - AR R R S
.Green Pond, C_lmp‘nm’u'“ Al Waters _ -"NO CONSUMPTION . - | -~ --PCBs
~1'**Pit, Gréenilaw Brook | (on’ fonuer Loring Air Force Basc) O .
] 'Red Brook UAll Walers (Scarborough) ~ - 6 mcals per year PCBs

* People who eat Iarge (older) fish are advised to usé the lower consunmption level, as older fish tend to accumulate 'Cls, dioxins, and mercury.

Marine Fish and Shellfish Cohéunfption Advisories

Lobster Tomalley: Pregnant women, nursing mothers, and wonien who may become pregnant. .
sliould NOT EAT tomalley (the green substance found. in the body of the labster). - Al others shouid limit .~ .
“consumption of lobster tomalley (6 1 meal per month. * A tomalley meal is ealing the tomalley from one lobster. -, |
: Stl;i;ied Bass: Pregnaiit women,ﬁurjsing mothers, women who may become pregnant, and children less than 8 - -

years old, are advised (o liinit consumption of striped bass to 1 nical per month. A# others should limit, ... S
consumption to 2 to 3 meals per month, with the lower limit applying to those consuming large striped bass.
- Bluefish: Consumption of bluefish should be limited to one fish meal per month. . = . i




