
United States Department of the Interior 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
300 Wcst8a!C Center Drive 

Hadley, Massachusetts 01035-9589 

In Reply Refer To: 
FWS/Region 51RE 

Lieutenant Commander R. M. Pondelick 
Northern Division, Base Closure Team (Code 09T A2) 
Naval Facilities Engineering Command 
10 Industrial Highway, MSC 82 
Lester, Pennsylvania 19113-2090 

Dear Lieutenant Commander Pondelick: 

10 J-, 

AUG I 5 1997 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service was recently contacted by Terence Falvey of your office 
regarding the sufficiency of the recent ground sweep for ordnance on Nomans Land Island. 
This sweep was conducted in preparation for a no-cost transfer of the ISland to the Service for 
inclusion in the National Wildlife Refuge System. 

Early in the Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) process, Service personnel and 
representatives of the Navy's BRAe team recognized the overall cost and logistical problems 
associated with a complete cleanup of ordnance remaining on the Island. A complete cleanup 
would have required disturbance of the soil to such a depth as to essentially destroy the 
migratory bird habitat that the Service had been cooperatively managing with the Navy since 
1975. The team also explained to Service representatives that because of the isolated nature 
of the island, restrictions on public use, as well as the high costs and logistical complexities 
associated with a below-surface cleanup, it would most likely never be undertaken by the 
Navy. In April of this year a surface cleanup was completed providing total assurance that no 
unexploded ordnance remained on the surface of Nomans Land Island. 

Recognizing that under current Service plans, Nomans Land Island will be a unstaffed refuge 
under the administration of Great Meadows National Wildlife Refuge in Sudbury, 
Massachusetts and that no public use activities would be allowed now, or in the future. The 
Service feels that the surface sweep conducted in April is sufficient for the Servioe's needs at 
this time. It should be noted however that responsibilities for future identification, removal, 
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Leutenient Commander Pondelick 

anellor detonation of any unexploded ordnance will remain the responsibility of the Navy. 
Similarly. the identification and cleanup of any contaminat~ areas as required by BRAC 
regulations and procedures will remain the responsibility of the Navy. These responsibilities 
will be further detailed in upcoming transfer documents. 

Should you have any further questions or concerns regarding this transfer, please contact our 
Realty Officer, Andrew French at 413-253-8590. 

Sincerely 

Regional Director 
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