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24 FebruAry 1998 

rhe Bono~able Edva~d·H. Kennedy 
United States Senate 
WashingtoD-, DC " 20S10~2101 

Dear Senator KenDedy: . 
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. Thilnk you for yow:: letter of Januuy 26, 1998, to the 
Assil~ant Secretilry of the Navy (IDatalla~ions and ~nvironment), 
concerning ordnance debri. OD' WQllAftS LaDd' Ialaad, HA, aDd the 
cleanup process Associated with this Navy base closure property. 
I am responding for Secretary Pirie. 

·The Base Realignment and Closure Cleanup Team at Haval Air 
Station South Weymouth is re.pons~Ie ~or·.an.91ng the 
environmental ·cleanup of NQlDaIU Land lal&Dd. Tbey have been 
discussing the i.sue of debris on the island following a recent 

. ·ordnance cleanup. These piles· of debris have been deter.m1ned to 
be inert scrap metal and are no longer considered unexploded 
ordnance •. 

The Navy, with input from the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service (OSFWS) ana the Massachusetts Department of 
Env1~onmental Protection, will continue ~Dv •• t19at~ng response 
options. w. must balance the benef1ts of removing the debris 
with the potential for causing additional environmental damage 

-by u&~ of large equi~nt that would be requ~red to remove it. 

Our c~rrent plan ~$ to ·transfer.Nomans Land Island to OSFWS. 
for ~nagement as a wildlife refuge. We wil~ carefull~ weigh the 
cleanup alternative. with input from all concerned. W. plan ~o 
complete the investigation and decide whethe~ debris removal 1s 
necessary and cost effective ~y OCtober 1998. 

To ensure safety, conspicuous access restrictions to Nomans 
Land Island will remain in effect after the Bavy transfers 
ownership of the island to the OSFWS. As part of the transfer 
agreement, the island will continue to have signs placed to warn 
unau·thorized visitors coming onto the island that they are 
trespassing on res·tricted federal laDds that .. y be contaminated 

. with ordnance. Navigational· maps note the same restricted 
access. ~he Navy will remain responsible for responding if any 
unexploded ordnance is diacovt!red on th·e island in the future. 
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I .p~ree1.t. your cont1Du!~g 1nte~.at 1n the · int.:.g~ncy 
tr~nsfer and reuse of Haman. Land Island. As always, if I may be 
of 4Dy further. aaai.tance, pl.~a. let· ~ tDO)f. -

Sincerely, 

. -
DIANA H. JOSEPHSON 
Principal Deputy 




