
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
NORTHERN DIVISION 

NAVAL FACIUTIES ENGINEERING COMIIAND 

10 INDUSTRIAL HIGHWAY 

MAIL STOP, #12 

LESTER. PA 11113-2010 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Attn: Mr. Robert E. Donovan 
Deputy As~istant Commissioner 
Bureau of Waste Site Cleanup 
Department of Environmental Protection 
One Winter Street 
Boston, MA 02108 

Dear Mr. Donovan: 

IN REPLY REFER TD 

Code 181 
(.'07 21m 

This command has been asked to respond to your letter of 
June 15, 2000 to Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy 
(Environment & Safety) Elsie Munsell, concerning Nomans Land 
Island National Wildlife Refuge (NWR). As indicated in her May 
30, 2000 letter to the petitioners for a public involvement 
program, the application of various federal and state 
regulations to the unique issues presented by Unexploded 
Ordnance (UXO) , has been a matter of continuing discussion 
between the Department of Defense (DOD) and regulatory agencies 
for several years. The UXO management principals signed by DOD 
and Environmental Protection Agency on March 7, 2000 reflect the 
CERCLA-like process that the Navy has been following at UXO 
sites. Actions taken to remove UXO debris and characterize 
environmental conditions at Nomans Land Island NWR including 
public participation, have been consistent with these principals 
and related policies and guidance, while trying to span the 
procedural differences between CERCLA and the Massachusetts 
Contingency Plan. 

Community relations and involvement for environmental 
actions at Nomans Land Island NWR, is an ongoing program as 
summarized in the program document forwarded with the response 
to petitioners. Comprehensive public presentations as well as 
other public outreach efforts have been conducted since 1997. 
Additional public outreach measures have recently been taken 
based on renewed interest among community members. Further 
opportunities for public involvement. are being planned in 
conjunction with the completion of the ongoing environmental 
testing and assessment efforts. 

susan.kozak
Typewritten Text
N00101.AR.002119NAS SOUTH WEYMOUTH5090.3a

susan.kozak
Typewritten Text



While substantial community relations and involvement 
efforts are already a part of the environmental program for 
Nomans Land Island NWR, we share your interest in w·anting to 
ensure that community members have .accurate information and 
adequate opportunities to provide input on environmental issues. 
As requested in your letter, Northern Division representatives 
will be available at Martha's Vineyard on 19 July 2000 to 
interview interested community members concerning our community 
relations and involvement program. They will also present and 

·discuss related information in a public meeting, and our 
community relations and involvement program will be revised, if 
appropriate. Details will be provided as plans are established. 

Environmental actions for Nomans Land Island NWR are 
coordinated with US Fish and Wildlife Service as well as various 
Navy offices and, as discussed in previous meetings and 
correspondence, are consistent with the established reuse as an 
uninhabited wildlife refuge. The Navy requests your cooperation 
in recognizing that this properly established reuse is a primary 
factor in planning and determining any cleanup response actions. 
Thank you for your interest in Nomans Land Island NWR. If you 
have any questions, please contact Ms. Heather MacDonough at 
Corom (610)-595-0567, x134 or Mr. Rod Warner (610) 595-0567, 
x133. 

Copy to: 
USFWS, Bud Oliveira 

Sincerely, 

cJ -11/. OUlUA 
J. W. ZORICA 
Captain, CEC, U.S. Navy 
Commanding Officer 



Blind Cys to: 
CNO, Code N45 (Attn: 
DASN, (E&S) (Attn: 
COMLANTNAVFACENGCOM 

Internal Cys to: 
00/09 
18 
181 
181/HM 
18/EF 

Dave Olson) 
Paul Yaroshak) 

Post·lt'" brand fax transmittal memo 7671 II of pages. .3 
To -'? From 

Co. Co. 

Dept. Phone II 

Fax II 




