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A Navy study of re51dent1al wells near
1e Naval Air Warfare Center may be
ioving toward a conclusion that well .
ontamination near the base is not .the
‘avqx:sfault

he data are leading us to believe:
1at we may not be responsible,” said

ngineer' Conrad J.-Mayer, environmen-—
1l director of the Naval Facilities Engl-w,,

eering- ‘Command; Northern Division:*
Déspite the: fact that.-pollution from‘
-kxchloroethylene, and te rachloroethy-v
anehave been found: on the base and in'
he nearby wells of: resuients the Navy .

‘called TC

may find that the two are not connected.
thftm%the focus from NAWC, Mayer
a regional problem,” speak-
ing to reporters as officials held a meet-
ing at NAWC to explain'the Navy’s pro-
ram to test at: least 190 wells near the
ase. :
Whether the Navy is to blame for the
chemlcal ollution,-which. has so far
been found, to -exceed federal - drinking
water standards in about 30 area wells,
is the basis on which the ‘service will de-
cide whether to pay to.connect area resi-
dents to municipal water supplles
“Mayer" :mentioned Casey, Village, a

RS

,Warmmster neighborhood where several
“contaminated wells have been ‘found, as

‘a place where' re31dents are clamormg

NAWC  CDarmi
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d wells may not be Navy’s £

for Navy-fmanced public water.

“It appears that' groundwater (from
the base) doesn’'t flow toward Casey Vil-
lag((ie but we've got to prove it,” Mayer
sai

If- found not responsible, the base,

which is on the federal government’s Su- -
perfund list of severely polluted sites,

would yield responsibility for the resi-
dents to the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, and perhaps the state De-
‘partment of Environmental Resources,
according to EPA project manager Dar-
ius Ostrauskas.

. Ostrauskas said his agency’ has the"

power to do: anythmg the Navy can do
-with respect. to hel ]{)mg the residents. But
he would, dlrectly to’the; .agen-

{

Navy may not be
at fault for wells
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cy’s funding of public water connections.
Warminster Supervisors Chairman

Frank S. Burstein, who has been among

township officials pushing for the public

- water, said he would pursue any public

or private funding source for the resi-
de?tlal connections that may be avail-
able

At Tuesday’s meeting, representatives
of the Navy, EPA and NAWC contractor
Halliburton NUS Envrionmental Corp.,
explained, in perhaps all-too-technical

“detail, its well testing program.

As of Tuesday, the Navy had sampled
152 wells in two ‘“‘arcs” to the northwest
and southeast of the base, near two

,on -base pollution sites.

Please see WELLS 5B



