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By Robert Benincasa may find that .the two are not connected, 
Calkins Newspapers ' Shifting the focus from NA WC, Mayer 

for Navy-finan~ed public water, 

WARMINSTER '~alled TCE "a ,regional,problem,'.~ speak-
, , 109 to reporters as officIals held a meet-

"It appears that' groundwater (from 
the base) doesn't flow toward Casey Vil­
lage. but we'v~ got to prove ,it," Mayer 

A Navy,study of re::;idential wells near· ing at ,NA WC to explain' the Navy's pro­
le Naval Air Warfare Center may be gram to testat:least 190 wells near the 
lOving toward a conclusion that well', base. "" .\" , 

said. . . 
If' found not responsible, the base, 

which is on the'federal government's Su­
perfund list of severely polluted sites,' 
would yield responsibility for the resi­
dents to the U:S. Environmental Protec­
tion Agency, and perhaps the state De­
partment of Environmental Resources, 
according to ,EPA project manager Dar-

~mtamination near the base is not. the "Whether the Navy,js to' blame ,,for the 
favy's fault. ' ,chemical poHution,.·,which: has so far 

"The. data are leading us to believe,: been found, to :exceed federal, drinking 
1at we may not be responsible," said water standards in about 30 area welis, 
ngineer' Conrad J ... Mayer, environmen-" is the basis on which the'service will de­
II d!r~ctor of the Naval Facil.it~e~ Engi:, ' cide whether. t? pay to,;cqnn~ct. area resi­
eer}ng'Command; Nqrthern D~vl,slOn;" "'" dentstom!1mc.lpa~,'Water ~upphes .. ius Ostrauskas. ' 
,Desp~teth~ ,fa~t 'that.·pollution -,t,ronl':,;;r :Mayer:'im~n~~oru~d Cas¢y':, Village, a 

tt'lcPl.or~ethylen'e",an~ tetrachioroethY7' .Warml~ster· nelgh~or~oo<i wh~r:e several 
~ne',have'been'found,,9n the,base and,m:';contammated ,wells ,have been found, as 
he n:~arbY',:w~ll~, i?C'r,esidents; the Nay)'.",a place where' ~~sidents. are ,clamoring 

.~.~'~-~.~\:. '-' '-':.':.~ ";.' 

,Ostrauskas said his agency' has the' 
power to do, anything the Na vy can do 

',with respec,t..t.o helpin~ ~he, I:!~si~eQt,!?, But 
he wouhl not speaK directly to .th~:;;,~gen-
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cy's funding of public water connections. 
Warminster Supervisors Chairman 

Frank S, Burstein, who has been among 
township officials pushing for the public 
water, said he would pursue any public 
or private funding source for the resi­
dential connections that may be avail­
able. 

At Tuesday's meeting, representatives 
of the Navy, EPA and NA we contractor 
Halhburton NUS Envrionmental Corp., 
explained, in perhaps ali-too-technical 
detail, its well testing program. 
. As of Tuesday, the Navy had sampled 
152 wells in two "arcs" to the northwest 
and southeast of the base, near two 
,on-base pollution sites. 

Please see WELLS 58 


