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1bling ruins of what was once 1

Pennimar, Thriving Commu.. ity in War,[

By DICK VELZ.
PENNIMAN, June 22.—Here, just
off the scenic Colonial National
Historical Parkway, lie the crum-

thriving c¢ity of more (han 5,000
souls — Penniman, a World War
4 ammunition plant, and now Vir-
giiia's “Ghost City."”

Today a herd of peaceful cows
graze over the fields once covered
with fifty miles of railroad; wild
flowers turn tender heads from
broken vats where T N T once
took form, and only hordes of mos-
quitoes people the hundreds of acres
near the wide York,

Just after you reach the present
end of the three-strip Federal high-
 way. connecting Williamsburg with
Yorktown,.six miles outSide of Wil-
liamsburg’s city limits, there's a
dirt road which turns off to the
left and swings betwecn two high
, mounds to that which was Penni-
[man. .

] Was Complete City.
" No longer can you mail a letter
at Penniman |postoffice—for thatl.
institution, once handling from
12,000, to 14,000 letters and from]
seventy-five to 100 sacks of parc_els
daily, is just one of ‘the memories.
Money ‘orders hére = sometimes
amounted to $7,000, and.it was 2
poor day when stamp sales dropped |
below §200. : .
Its fire department, once housed
in a spacious building, and boasu‘ng
“one truck carrying 1,200 feet of
2%-inch hose, one 24-foot extension
ladder, and other implements car-
ried on madcran apparatus,” to say
nothing of a Ford chemical truck,
.and a chief’s car, answaers no more
*alarms—and you'll have to dig deep
| to Aind one of the fire-alarm boxes.
Neither will your call for help
receive aid-from one of the nine
Ipolice oificers who once wallked
their beats on Penniman’s boarded

hayg been held, and they're scattered
—where, no one lknows.
Praclically everyone in Williams-
burg and Yorktown either worked
at Penuiman, at the du Pont plant,
for the government, or knew some-
one who did. ‘Their memorles are
a bit hazy, for twenty years Is a
long time, but bit by bit as we
tnlked (o themn {lle story of those
days at Penniman came back.
Ilouses in Williamsburg.

On North Ilenry Street in Wil-
liamsburg stand three of the seven-
teen houses moved there from Pen-
niman following the dismantling of
the camp; fifty-one houscs were
moved to Norfolk; for some time
the College of William and Mary
used same of the structures for
temporary darmitories, _classrooms
and dining-réoms, ~Another of thé
houses is to be found on South
Eungland Street, and yet another on
Scotland. R

E. T.-Davis, Williamsburg con-
tractor, took up .lwenty-five miles
of the extensive Penniman Rail-
road system years ago and moved
some of lhe houses. The railway
system included a main line which
joined with the Chesupeake & Ohio
about a mile below Williamsburg,
and a branch system which reached
practically every building on the
reservation, . : . .
- At the height of the camp's
career, six trains ware operated
each day to and from Wililams-
burg, where a number of workers
made their homes. Among others
in Williamsburg who moved some
of the houses was John Warbur-
ton, now a City Councilman.

Sanitation Good.

When -plans for the Penniman
camp were drawn  up, residents
hercabouts told dn Pont and gov-
ernment authorities that mosquitoes
would prove too great an obstacle
te overcome. But the sanitation
staff took pride In their work, and

sidewallts, for their last inspection

the story goes that the mosquitoes

Today Scatiered Ruins Off Scenic Road

were as scarce at Penniman “ax
Huns in- Washington.”

The sanitation staff of seven.
aided by the hospital group of
twenty-four, uscd much the same
system as tried in the building of
the Panama Cuanal. This took into
considaralion the known fact that
the malaria-bearing type of mos-
quito rarely travels more than
half a mile from its bhrceding place.
Extensive systems of ditches were
dug, oil treatment systems installed
and breeding checked in sll of the
surrounding swiunps by applica-
tions of oil at frequent intervals.

Penniman even had & beauty
parior, although it was called =&
“shampoo room,” conducted by =a
Miss Adamson and Niss Tighe,
both of “the Francis Fox Insti-
| tute, of New York City,” and “four
assistantsy.” o T

The drug store, so they tell us,
was the favorite eveuning “hang-
out,” and where many a camp ro-
mance began. It was one of.the
last of the units to be dismantled.

Ceutral Heating Plant.

A centinl heating plant, com-
‘bined srita ™ power system, served
the community, and even today a
few of the poles which once car-
ried electricity, and some of the
rusted pipes, may be seen hall
buried in the long grass.

High above today's ruins stands
the water tower, rusted and frown-
ing with age, its swooden-coverec
discharge pipe covered with & dead
moss casily’ seen from the York-
town Road. Gone are many of the
pipe lines which served the camp
but here and there, broken and
useless, are some of the fire
hydrants.

Building a housé at Pennimar
was & two-day job, if we are tp be:
liecve an article to that effect ir
the “Projectile.”” The residentia
area was located some distance
from the main plant, bordering or
one of the creeks which flows intc

the York.
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| . RUINS OF WORLD WAR TOWN—Liitle is left standing today

at Penniman, community near Williamsburg, where 5,000 lived dur-

ing the World War era and turned out ammunition for the qu
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France. Through The doors of one 5 the crumbling buildings (just
3B6ve) can be seen iwo other ruins, firsz in the beginning of a
mile-long row of similar structures. Massive walls used in the build-
ings is noliceable. The photo at the left shows the type of houses
which slood in the residential section of Pennimen,.2s indicated in

ging to Drewry Jones, of Williamsburg. .Many of these

houses were moved to Norfolk, Newport News, Williamsburg, and
olher near-by towns. The photo at the right shows one of the white,
ghost-like shell-loading plants, with a farmksuse and a waier fower
in the background—all that is left today an the site of the devel-
opment. [Photos by Jack Garrett.] '
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