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Navy sites 

schedules for cleaning up 
contaminants at the site. Also, the 
Navy probably would get additional 
money to do the work. 

CHESAPEAKE - St. Juliens Creek 
Annex, an aging Navy outpost and 
former munitions depot on the 
Elizabeth River, has been proposed 
as a toxic Superfund cleanup site, 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency announced Friday. 

The EPA also is t~mrnmending 
that Cheatham Annex, a branch .of 
Yut,ktr,wll Naval Wesptr~~s Station 
near Whamsburg, be listed as a 
Superfund project because of ecolog- 
icai threats from old buried wastes 
and other suspected contaminants. 

The two Navy installations are 
the latest candidates for the infa- 
mous list of sevcreiy polluted pmp- 
et-ties. The EPA published its rec- 
ommended additions, including ‘a 
salvage yard in West Virginia, Fri- 
day in the Federal I<egistcr. 

I f  approved after a HI-day pub- 
lic comment period, St. Juliens and 
Clleatham would hecome the sev- 
enth and eighth active and former 
military facilities in IIampton 
Roads in the Superfund program. 

The Norfolk Naval Shipyard in 
Portsmouth, located just north of 
St. Juliens Annex, made the roster 
last year, joining the Norfolk Naval 
Base, Little Creek Naval Amphibi- 
ous Hase aod the former Naase- 
month Ortlnauce Depot in Suffolk, 
a~uong others. 

In all of these militaiy cases, reg- 
ulators salt environmental problems 
can be traced to poor waste disposaI 
and handling techniques decades 
ago, before there were environmen- 
tal rules and regulations. 

That is especially true at St. 
Juliens, which opened in 3849, and 
saw its heyday for loading and pro- 
cessing ammunition during World 
Wars I and II and the Korean War. 

A coumlun method for getting 
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Superfund: 
Watemmys 
are threatened 

rid of chemical wastes back then 
yas ‘%+&ally, to dig a hole and 
bury the@” said John Ballinger, a 
De&tnenV of Defense environ- 
mental ‘iiut&h coordinator for 
St. Juliens &mex: .: 

Ballinger said there are 21 sus- 
pected problem areas within the 
490-acre annex. They include old 
landfills, dumps, salvage yards 
and burning gro@ds. 

Since none of the spots lie di- 
rectly on the shore of the Southern 
Branch of the Elizabeth River, en- 
vironmental risks are lessened. 
Still, there are small ditches and 
other pathways for wastes to leach 
into the river and nearby St. Ju- 
liens Creek, tiheti recre$ional 
fishing occurs. 

Unwanted chemicals, solvents, 
petroleum byproducts known as. 
PAHs, heavy metals, hydrocar- 
bons and ordnance remnants are 
thought to exist in disposal sites, 
according to EPA assessments. 
They pose ecological risks to local 
soils, river sediments tid neigh- 
boring surface waters, said Robert 
Thomson, an EPA hazardous 
waste expert who has studied the 
site extensively. 

Thomson said military records 
indicate that chemical weaponry 
test kits weiz stored at,%. Juliens 
during World War I and that resi- 
dues might still be in the ground. 

EPA and Navy officials agree so 
far that the property poses no dan- 
ger to human health. The Navy 
has installed “site access controls” 
at many of tbe suspect areas, Bal- 
linger said. 

While the EPA has yet to esti- 
mate cleanup costs, Ballinger said 
the Navy believes it will need be- 
tween $15 million and $20 million 
to purge contaminants to meet 
federal standards. 

Lf a Superfund designation is ap- 
proved, the Navy would be forced 
to meet EPA cleanup schedules 
and work demands. But it also 
would likely receive more money 
- a factor that led the Navy on 
Friday to react with mixed emo- 
tions to the Superfund nomination. 

“I’m not going to say it’s good 
news,” said Ballinger, “but I’m not 
really surprised either. We pretty 
much expected this . . . and I 
wouldn’t anticipate any resis- 
tance” to the proposed listing. 

The Navy has been studying en- 
vironmental problems at the an- 
nex since 1981, and so far has 
cleaned up four landfllls, he said. 

To the EPA, this pace was too 
slow, Thomson said. 

“We fmally made a determina- 
tion to come in, screen the site, 
clean it up and get out,” he said. 

n Reach Scott Harper at 446- 
2340 or sharper@pilotonline.com 


