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June 3, 1994

U.S Environmental Protection Agency
Region 11

841 Chestnut Street

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107

Attn: Mr. Robert Thomson, P.E.
Remedial Project Manager GHW71)

Re: Contract N62470-89-D-4814

Navy CLEAN, District III

Contract Task Order (CTO) 0209

Draft Final Risk Evaluation for Site 5, Surplus Transformer Storage Area Comments

Naval Weapons Station Yorktown, Yorktown, Virginia
Dear Mr. Thomson:
The Navy is pleased to provide responses to comments for the Draft Final Risk Evaluation for Site 5, Surplus
Transformer Storage Area for Naval Weapons Station Yorktown, Yorktown, Virginia submitted by USEPA Region
111, VDEQ, and members of the Technical Review Committee.

Should you have any questions concerning these responses, please do not hesitate to contact me at (804) 322-4778.

Sincerely,

Brenda Norton, P.E.
Navy Technical Representative

BRN/hd

cc: Ms. Lisa Ellis, VDEQ



Brenda, the next letter is an example for the TRC member letter. You will have to substitute the different TRC
members names and addresses.



Response to Comments
Draft Final Risk Evaluation
Site 5, Surplus Transformer Storage Area
Naval Weapons Station Yorktown, Yorktown, Virginia

Naval Weapons Station Yorktown
Valerie Walker, Environmental Protection Specialist

Telefax dated May 16, 1994

Page 1-1, Section 1.0: The sentence has been modified as requested.

Page 2-1, Section 2.1: The Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) "clean soils" level has been verified with
USEPA Region III, and is less than 1 ppm. The text within the document has been changed accordingly.

Page 2-4, Section 2.2: See response No. 2 above.



Response to Comments
Draft Final Risk Evaluation
Site 5, Surplus Transformer Storage Area
Naval Weapons Station Yorktown, Yorktown, Virginia

Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Environmental Quality
Lisa Ellis, Remedial Project Engineer

Letter dated May 25, 1994

All concerns appear to have been addressed. The Commonwealth of Virginia has no additional comments at this

time.



Response to Comments
Draft Final Risk Evaluation
Site 5, Surplus Transformer Storage Area
Naval Weapons Station Yorktown, Yorktown, Virginia

Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Environmental Quality
Patricia McMurray, Superfund Toxicologist

Letter dated June 2, 1994

Verbal Comment to Brenda R. Norton Dated May 26, 1994

Appendix C: The verbal comment questioned the use of a 1% value for dermal absorption for
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), as presented in Appendix C of the Risk Evaluation.

Review of the United States Environmental Protection Agency's (USEPA's) publication, Dermal Exposure
Assessment: Principles and Applications, January 1992, indicated that:

... the percent TCB [3,3',4,4'-Tetrachlorobiphenyl] absorbed from soil ranges from 0.63% for
high organic content soil to 2.1% for low organic carbon.... EPA decided that any final
recommendations for percent absorbed from soil should span at least one order of magnitude to
reflect uncertainty. Thus, the final recommendation for percent TCB absorbed from soil is 0.6% to
6%.

If the organic carbon content of the soil were unknown, it may be appropriate to use the worst-case percent
absorbed value to account for potentially large levels of uncertainty, However, with Site 5, the organic
content of the soil has been measured and is in the normal range (between 0.8% and 1%) for percent organic
carbon. Therefore, the use of the maximum recommended dermal absorption factor in conjunction with the
use of the maximum concentration, would be an overly conservative estimate of potential risk for this site.

The recommended use of 1% dermal absorption was selected to represent a likely value at which higher
chlorinated bipheny! compounds (Aroclor-1260) would be available to be absorbed by the human skin (i.e.,
not adsorbed to the organic matter in the soil). For these reasons, the 1% dermal absorption factor has not
been changed.



Response to Comments
Draft Final Risk Evaluation
Site 5, Surplus Transformer Storage Area
Naval Weapons Station Yorktown, Yorktown, Virginia

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Robert Thomson, P.E., VA/WYV Superfund Federal Facilities

Letter dated May 10, 1994

USEPA has no additional comments at this time.




Response to Comments
Draft Final Risk Evaluation
Site 5, Surplus Transformer Storage Area
Naval Weapons Station Yorktown, Yorktown, Virginia

Technical Review Committee Member
York Chapter, Chesapeake Bay Foundation
Sid Dixon, President

Letter dated May 10, 1994

The Chesapeake Bay Foundation concurs with the document.



Response to Comments
Draft Final Risk Evaluation
Site 5, Surplus Transformer Storage Area
Naval Weapons Station Yorktown, Yorktown, Virginia

Technical Review Committee Member
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
Peter T. Knight, NOAA Coastal Resource Coordinator

Letter dated May 12, 1994

Sampling of sediments and drainage ways around Site 5 has been conducted by USEPA Region III and is not

discussed in this document.



