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.oId nuclear site - -
..

- By BICEJ!IU.- •
-

-Anund nMflw- •
ter from an andoned, nuclear
reactor at Fot't Worth's General Dy-

-

unmicspIanthMtheground
fn the have been

• discharged IntO Take Worth, a re-
port released Friday idi.-

Air Force btftctaJ5 Id .tbe
seepage from the previously uni-

• dentified.hazardous.Waste site was
quickly correctédwhen thJeaks
were discovered. Any soil that. maS'
have been contaminated was 'ater
removed, they Id.

A recent review ofniftarIng
I done at the time-and later nuclear

safety Inspections have confirmed
that the possible discharge into

-. . . .LakeWorth hasnot raised radiation
above safe limits Air Forc-e

offictals said. Lake Worth Is a major

: Please see Waste on Page 30
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sourceof Fort Worth's drinkingsup-

The findings were. included In a
six-month, $50,000 study by CH2M
Hill, a Gainesville, Fla., consulting
firm. The report named 20 hazard-
ous waste orspill sites at GD and said
that all but the nuclear site should
undergo. further. Investigation and
monitoring .

Afr Force. officials said Friday
that no immediate threats to public
health were Identified. "We feel we
have a pretty good grasp of the situa-
tion," Air Force Maj. Mike Madrid
said at a press conference. ..

All but the former Nuclear Aero'
space Research Fadiliy have beep
identified in previous governmen1t
or consulting firm studies. Although
the consultants ranked it as the lea
hazardous site, saying it did, t
"present significant concern fora
verse environmental effects,".
Force officials said they would co -
duct a field investigation

The reactor operated at the Ge -.
eiaiDynamicssitebetweenl953
1974 while researcbérSstudfedt
effectofradiationOnvarlousme
as well as development Of a nuci -

powered aircraft.
Normally, radioactive w e

byproducts were carefully H
trolled, Air Force officials said. . t
they acknowledged that in the 1954)s
a small but undetermined amoulit
of. water exposed to radiati4n
seeped into the ground from leakidg
water storage tanks.

The report said small quantIties 4
slightly radiOactive solutions mdy
have been ..dliargOd ilto Lake
Worth. Any. high levels of'contanhi-
'nation were reportedly kept on 5it4,

Madrid said water in the nuele4i
• facility area was tested weekly fro4i

1954 to 1974. Other water samplii
points within a 30-mile radius, jt:
cludin.g Lake Worth, were routinej-
monitored until 1974.

• re'v'iewof the monitOring daf
slto!sed kiat adioactivity levels,JI

a1WOh and other takes were
qierai reement ad represef--.

'.''of expected b ckground levee.
fOt t!e NGrth. Central Texas area!'
thereporsai& 1FunJr nuear safety ins
tiOfl In 1975 and 1976 showed thit
the facilIty was within safe limitf
radiation levels, Madrid said.
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