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month a $250,000 cleanup of adrain- "oy S'aic Force estimates that the ;.- — 4
age ditch identified threeyearsago 8 IV ike sbout ayean AL Thuss . SERl . 87 5
asthe worstmmrdmu;ute * contract will be awarded; v ~ -
al site at Carswell Alr Force Base. ¥ g parch, Hoffmann said. N .

The ditch is within 3,000 feet of a Last month, the Alr Forcesaid ina 3 4
water well, and testresultshavecorn-, e loase that the ditch was: 1
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but Air Force officials chose not ia. ) mmungppetlmn
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health Hoffmann said, She said that submitted Jan. 16 l}¥i e it
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o “eonsulting firm Radian Corp, details about recently released 2220
and the surgeon general's office of results. wuw:;ii : il
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Air Force plans cleanup of conta;nindted Carswell ditch
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heavy metalsincluding arsenic, bar-
ium, cadmium, chromium, lead,
mercury, selenium and silver.

Tests showed that samples from
the surface of the ditch contained
high levels of oil and grease — great-
er than 50 micrograms per graum.
"However, no distinct pattern of
contamination could be deter-
mined,” the Air Force said.

Radian did not drill wells to monij-
tor contamination near the ditch.

Instead, the consultants collected
surface samples at three locations
and used a hand-auger at six other
locationstodrill 10{cet for samples.

High concentrations of heavy
metals and oil and grease in the soil
at the southern end of the drainage
ditch are “unexplained,” Hoffmann
said.

One possible explanation is that
waler may poolin thisarea, allowing
more infiltration of contaminants
into the soil, ofticials said. The high-

er concentration indicates that

otper sources of contaminants
might be contaminating that part of
the ditch, the Air Force said.

The final Radlan report was sub
mitted to the Air Force on Oct. 20. It
was released three monthslater, Ra-
dian was paid $269,636 for itswork.

No cleanup has been scheduled
for the other 11 sites identitied by
Radian in 1984. The consultanis rec-
ommended further monitoringand
testing at those sites,
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