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~i':~ ,"lINC,~.AS __ ~F 101? SECTION 1 OF 2 
P ,;; FOt\ 01. ~lJ:' Jlct: blSPOSht eF ~RA~U.E HERBI'.:rOE. THE FOlLOvJIr"!G I..; 
~;i '..1 PRC\'-IDEO FOR Ai .. S',iEH T9 QUERY Oi,IL Y. ON THE AIH FORCE PLA:~ TO ul ~;-
~l ': TRO~ O:-<A~GE HERBICIDE BY INCINFRATION. IT IS FOR\tARDED FOR YOUR IN-
~i'~ FORi·,ATION A~IO ACTION ON ANY QUF.RIES. ,THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ST.'ITEo ~ENT INDICATES THAT THE ORANGE MA~ BE DESTROYED NEAR THE CITIES OF 
~i ,',: HOUSTON AND/OR 5T. LOUIS: ' . '4 

~l":: 
~i :; 
~,,\ PAGe. 2 HUEFh,'7JA0516 Ui\iCLAS SAF IOIP il TH:- 1:1;< For:CE; HAS SENT A DRAFT FNVIRON:··~ENTf"L IMPACT STATE;I;Ei'n 
~! Ol~ PRO;JOS.(') OISP()SITIOI\j OF ORAi.,GE HERBICIDE B'j II'.;CINERATION TO TliF.: 
f:'._.~~. ,','. VAi-<J.vU:; FELER/~L i,,\u STr.TE It,GEi'·JCIES CONCERNED. THE (;Tf\TE~1ENT H:ul-
~, CA'j",S T;f'-T corvllv,ERCIAL PLANTS IN TEXAS AND ILLINOIS (vYAY BE USEr). 

Tt.E 'GEf')C IES ~'JILL H~ \IE 30 DAYS TO PREPARE THEIR CO~:'MENTS. ON THE l, AI~ FGj~CE'S PRoposr~L TO"DESTROY THE HERBICIDE. A FINAL DECISION ON 
W· THE OISPOS~L PROCEDURES WiLL NOT BE MADE UNTIL ALL THE RESPONSES HAvE 
:1.1 . SEE;" "feEI·\I t:i). 

l~;..~~"'~ .• ': ... _ '_ 

~. Al10UT 2.3 ~·,Ii..LiON GALLONS OF THE ORANGE HERBICIDE RE(~AIN IN tH;:: 
iJNIlE.D STATES INVENTORY 0 ITS uSE AS A DEFOLIJ\NT IN VIETNAM ~IJAS SU!;-
PE,\LEO ON APRIL 15,1970. AT THAT TIrvlE. SO,JlE STOCKS OF ORA"IGE WEHE 
A'i.-A I TI~;G SHIPr.1ENT TO S0UTHEAST ASIA FROM GULFPORT'. MISS.. Af\;Q THE 

~t, BALhi'JC::: ';:A5 IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. 
~.' Tn~ A~R FORCE, IN COOP~RATION WITH THE U. S. SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY, 

THO~OUG~LY STUDIED VARIOUS ALTERNATIVES FOR DESTROYING THE RE~~JNIN', 
STOCKS OF O~ANGE. THE DRAFT STATEMENT INDICATES THAT COMMERCI~L IN-
CIN~RATION IS THE SAFEST METHOD OF DISPOSAL. DESTRUCTION OF ORA,\jGE 

Y THIS ~ETHOD WILL.HAVE MINIMUM~EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT. TH~ 
M PTY HERHICIDE DRUMS WILL BE DECONTAMINATED, CRUSHED AND BURIED I~ 

LAND FILL PIT. 

PAG[: 3 RLJEFHGA(;518 UNCLAS SAF/OIP 
~RESErJT PLANS CALL FOR TRANSPORTING BY SHIP THE STOCKS OF OR~NGE 

~N;SOUTHEAST ASIA TO JOHNSTON ATOLL FOR STORAGE. IT WILL REMAIN 
:TH~RE UNTIL IT HAS BEEN DETERMINED v!HERETO DESTROY. IT. , 
:QUiSTIONS AND ANSWERS ON THE INCINERATION OF ORANGE HERBICIDE: 
:Q.: EXACTL. v HOvJ MUCH 'ORANGE' 'HERBICIDE" IS STILL IN THE u.s. INVEN-

,,: : "ORY? ' 
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~F': p.. Tt '. ", r , :' f' ,~"ll'f ~ .• .:\ ~n LLI Oi i G ALI_or,;s ON Ii /llcL'. A" OUT 15 . r 5 LI)C II T-

~'~'i",:~, :~L:~"~'\~~r'; ~~,;.~~~,~LIC (iF VH~Ti\I' H A~'n ABOUT /.~) IS SlORt:n AT 

~;'1:: (.\ ..... ,.q.'- .I..' '1',1. \I'~I tJr: :iF TH~ '.'~':):'ICI~r.:' ~::~ .• ,4 •• tor I 1., ~I\ _ '. .. rl I. l'\. .... 

n·: 1\.; ;.\I;;";',iXI.oI\j, V/\LUI~, OF Tllr:- [:~I:)Tlr'JG ~UPP'_.'(' /,LOI'JG \'JITH SOI',r.' r.lIl,JOI~ 
l~i:,"': : :;T()\'\~~ d' '\.r'~\f\.l)E' l;\JGR[rnETS, TS :\i-JC;UT 'f,i7 ~lIL'-:r.OI\i. 
ft'·: G.: H()" 'J0 (iU III~VE, THt: HEf~hICIlJE P,:{ESFr'JTLY STORED l\i~D HO~'J ;',ILL YOU 
,:1('; bET IT ti;,CK TO THE U~~ITEU ST.riTE~~:' 
~~,l;' . ~ 
W; '! 1\. IT T::~ s 1 ORi-:Q NO\o,J I:J STOCKPTLES of ~)5-Gr,LLoN DRU:·1S. \'IE PLI\I'J TO 
~:'f ,,: HE TllH~l 1 r u Y SHIP TO JOHf\lS TON ATOLL FOH STOH/\GE'. IT WILL 8C: 
'. , j"O V l:. '; 'w\: d U'J \ J E H (, \1 E LET E H MIN r. I.) W HER E I T 1'1 ILL 8 E 0 I S P [) S [D 0 F • II F TEl( 
l:! <~ bUf::, .u-..G THE HE.RbICliJE. tvE PL.AN Tn CRUSH /\ND BUHY THE DRln'IS IN A 
;".'i .: LAt\;: ,-- 1 Ll • 
;' . (~. \~, : Y 1\ ~~ r.. ... t ,E Ii E. R ~ I C IDE 5 REI N G I 1\' C I I ~ ERA TEO '? q. 
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PAGL 4 r~lit:FtiGrll)518 lJ~,tCLAS SAF IOIP 
A. THIS Hi\S SECN DETEiU·iINED J\T THIS TIMF To 8E THE r:~EST r,~r::THOi, OF 
DISPO~IiL THAT '~'iOULD EFFECTIVELY OESTHOY THEI'-1ATERIAL WITHOUT PR(:

SE ,,,Til.',, AN fi\lVIHONMENTAL POLLUTION PROBLEiVl. 
G. J,h/,T PI~ECAUTIONS AHE BEING TAKEN TO INSURF THAT NO E~IVIRONMENTAL 

POLLUTION ~'JILL UCCUR? . 

A. TESTS ARE EEING CONDUCTED TO VERIFY CO~8USTION CRITERIA OF T~M
PEkATURE, O~ELL TIME. EXHAUST, EFFLUENT CONTROL, AND OTHER FAC
T~)t<S TO ASSURE COi''tPLETE DESTRUCTION OF THE HERBICIDE (\ND CONTROL 
C(jj·,bUSTIO:J DY PRODUCTS WITHli.1 SAFE LIMITS. THE Ir'ICINERI\TI()~: COI~-
TR,.,CT \\flLL IOtNTIFY CC~18USTIOrJ AND EXHAUST IEFFLUENT CRITERIA Ar~fJ 
NECES5~RY MONITORING TESTS TO ASSURE EFFECTIVE AND SAFE OESTRUC
TI0f'J GY Ti-:E CCNTRACTOR. C ~~~ { 

\H r;., .. : G. ..~HAT--()THt:H THAN 8URNING THE HERRICIDE--\'JERE CO\ISIDERED? 
t J 

,'~t 
fl 
~; ~ . 

~A' ; 
F~ 
t>! 

A. WE CONSIDERED SEVERAL ALTERNATIVES. (1) WE COULD USE IT IN THE 
M~NNEH ORIGIN":~LLY INTENDED, BUT BECI\USE OF THE ~HLITARY, SCIEI~TI
FIe, AI.'i) POLlrICAL DEBATE OVEI~ THE ECOLOGICAL EF'FEr:TS OF, USI~.l(.i 
DEFOLIANTS OVER LAND AREAS, W~ DECrDED AGAINST FURTHER MILITARY 
USi. (2) ~E COULD SEtL THE MATERIAL TO ANOTHER COUNTRY. THERE 

HRE CERTAIN APPLICAtIONS SUCH AS ROUTES FOR ROADS AND HYDRO
~LECTRIC LI~ES IN SPARSELY POPULATED AREAS WITH THICK VEGET~TION. i4. 

r~ 

~ . PAGL 5 RUEFHGAU518 UNCLAS SAF/OIP 
~ : (3) ~E COULG SELL THE MATERIAL FOR COMESTIC USE, BUT AGAIN ~ILL 
~~l ' I\OT BEC,L\,USE OF THE DEBATE Af\iD THE ECOLOGrCr.L 'UN:<NOv!NS.' (i.!.) WF: 
~,J ~.' ALSO CONSIDERED USING THE MATERIAL ON GOVERNMENT LAND, DESTRUC-
~~4'; .. Tlv,'~ BY Chi::j-1lCAL iIfiEANS. DUMPING IT INTO A LANDFILL, A:'JD EVEN SEL-
tt}' LI."G IT BACK TO THE PRODUCER, BUT DECIDEO ON INCINERATION tIS THE 
~:fi' Bl::ST COURSE OF ACTION. 
t~.' . t.hY CANI\jOT THE PRODUCT BE USED AS A COMMERC IAL DEFOLlt,NT? 
~~l · ORANGE Ht:RBICIDE ,WP.s DEVELOPED .. FOR TACTICAL. i't'ILITAI~Y USE A;~D IS 
~.;." NOT A REGISTERED COMMERCIAL PRODUCT. THE BUTYL ESTER FORMULATION 
c;.l OF uRA~:GE IS NOT r~ORMALLY USED COMMERCIALLY, SINCE OTHER VOLATILE 
;f:C:, FlIKI;.S ARE PREFERREO. THE 2, 4, 5T INGREDIENT CONTAINS A TOXIC 
~ij' DIOXIt,! CO:\',~OU;\lD v.HICH LIMITS ITS USE, At'-lO THE GOVERNMENT 'HAS RE-
~" RiSTRICTEO THIS MATERIAL FROM RELEASE FOR PUBLIC USE. 
Zil ..... ; ~kE FEDERAL AND STATE AGENCtES A'v'JARE OF THIS PROJECT? 
~ ;. :YE5. PRELIMINARY COORDINATION WITH APPLICABLt FEDERAL' AND 'ST~TE' 
~~~ : A~~;'JCIESHAS BEEN TAKEN ON THE ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENT.' 

;WHY DID YOU ELECT'NOT TO DISPOSE OF TH~MATERIAL' IN THE REPUBLIC' 
: . :,OF VIETNAM? WHY BRING IT BACK' TOTHE-.JOHNST,ON. ATOLL? . . .' • • ' .. 
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" UNCLAS SAF/OIP FINAL SECTION OF 2 
t,:, ,. "'::;- G1. ~'JHEN ~JILL lHE PRODUCT IN VIETNAM BE TRANSPORTED' TO THE UNITED 
~.' ~" 
,(', '/ STATES? 
i .,L A.. AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
~ : Q. HAS THE FEDERAL ENVIRONMENTAL' PROTECTION AGE~CY CO~CURREO ON THE 
'," ' 

\" ' PkOdECT YET? 
, 'il A. ihE FEDERAL EPA IS· NOW EVALUATING THE PROJECT.' 

~~~ ': 

.. 
" 

PAGE 2 RUEFH0AG519 UNCLAS SAF/OIP 
Q. VJHERE WERE THESE DRAFT~ SE;'JT? 
A. URhFTS ~ERE SENT TO THE COUNCIL ON ENVtRONMENTAL~UALITY, THE 

STATES OF TEXAS, ILLINOIS Ai~O MISSISSIPP~J THE ENVIRONMENTAL PRO
T[CTION AGEi~CY, THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, T~E DEPARTMENT OF 
THE II\lTERIOR, THE OEPART~ENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATlbN AND ~~ELFARE, , 
lHE OEPART~ENT OF COM~ERCE ~ND THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION. 

SAFi0IPA ACTION OFFICER IS CAPTAIN CARROLL, AV22 75175/75147. 
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