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New Orleans, Louisiana 

Burning Herbicide Stock 
in U.S. Sought by AF 

U f C-h-'-l B d THE BY-PRODUCT I 
se 0 emlca anne By-products of the burning 

. in Vietnam would be carbon dioxide, a non­
taxic 1 gas, a:Jd hydrogen chlo-

By ROBERT A. DOBKIN ,ride, an acid which would be 
WASHINGTON (AP) - The converted. to salt and dis­

Air Force, left with 2,3 million charged into public waterways. 
gallons of herbicide after its The Air Force has asked the 
use was banned in Vietnam,. is three states and federal govern­
seeking approval to destroy the ment to cJmment on its propos­
entire stockpile in Illinois or al within 30 days. If there is a 
Texas near major cities. public outcry, the Air Force 

"The probable environmental may hold a public hearing .be­
consequences of the proposed fore turning in the final impact. 
action will be minor or in- statement to the Environmental 
significant," the Air Force said Protection Agency. . 
in an environmental-impact Air. Force 'officials· Said facil­
statement filed earlier this ities for destroying the herbi· 
month with federal and state cide safeJy are not available in 
agencies in Texas, Illinois and Vietnam. 
MisSissippi. 1 __ :!!~e of the orange d~Lo~iant in 

About 75 per cent of the ma-t . . ---I 

erial, once used to strip away I VIetnam was banned m 19?0 by 
j gle co~er concealing ep.emYlse~retary of ~efens~ Melvm R. 

ps and supplies, still is in LaIrd after the.Agnculture De­
tnam. The remainder is at,Partment repor.ted that la,rge 
lfport, Miss.; Kelly Air doses m~y po~slbly cau~~ bIrth 
rce Base, Tex.; and Eglin de,fe.cts m arnmals. About 5:5 

Force Base FIa . mIllIon acres were sprayed 10 

DISPOSAL MErnOD . Vietnam from 1962 through 
The Air Force proposes to 1969. . .. 

ispose of it in commercial in- The ;Ie~oover herbICIde cost 
cine'rators at Deer Park, Tex., p6.9 mIlho~ and the expense of 
near Houston, or at Sauget, Ill., Its destructIon has not been cal­
across' the Mississippi' River culated. 
from St. Louis. The final seIec- ------
tion has not been made. 

"The 'adverse' environmental 
effects which cannot be avoided 
are the generation and dis­
charge of combustion by-prod­
ucts and liquid effluent residue 
into the atmosphere and public 
waterways," the Air Force said 
in its draft statement. 

But it added this would "not 
adversely affect human health, 
esthetically or culturally valu­
able surroundings, standard of 
living or other aspects of life." 

In its statement, the Air 
Force said the chemical would 
be incinerated at 2,500 degrees 
fahrenheit at a rate of 2,000 tD 

. 5,000 gallons a'day. 'lr ,,\0, .. ~ 
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