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Herbicif1~~ (dronge project set 
Final preparations for restart of clde.. scientific community raleed ques-

a project to test the economic and If the Gulfport tests prove suc- Uons about its safety to humans 
technical feasibility of reprocess- cesstul, the Air Force plans to and animals. 
ing the Air Force's stocks of Herbi- work with the Defense Property According to Karl MerriIJ, Air 
cide Orange are underway at the Disposal Service and the Environ- Force project Officer, both the Air 
Gulfport Seabee Center. mental Protection Agency (EPA) Force and the EPA wlJ) monitor 

The program, originally sched· to make the reprocessed material . the envlronm~nt at the pilot plant 
uled to begin in November, was de- available for use. and in the imh1ediate NCBC area 
layed when technical problems Approximately 800,000 gaHons of during the tests to insure safety of 
developed in the pilot plant built at Herblclde Orange are in "torage at the reprocessing operation. Con-
the Center by Agent Chemical Inc. Gulfport, with another 1.5 million stant samplfng of air, water and 
of Houston, Tex. Redesigned gallons stored on Johnston Island plant Ufe in the area wUl be car-
equipment has now been installed In the Pacific. . ried out, MerrUI said. 
and wiJI be fully tested before any Construction and operation of 
herbicide is processed. The material was used as a de- the pUot plant by Agent Chemical 

Agent chemical technicians will fouant during the Vietnam War un- Inc. have been approved by the 
then work with up to 5,600 gallons til its use was discontinued by the Mississippi Air and Water Poilu-
of the material to determine Department of Defense when tl-e tion Control Commission. 
whether impurities can be re-
moved to make it safe for possible 
resale and commercial use. The 
material is made up of 2,4-0 and 
2,4,O-.T, two widely used herbi- H· -·be :' ed '-,\· 'ro·,·ect set er I~I ,,~~,.p. '.,.. ..S' bee Center 

, \ t '!riedlate ea . to In-
.. - A"project to ~test.tb'e' ."~> I 'ea.'during· the te,sts to. 
: economic and ~echJ11c.a.l:· .ar te safety of the, ~ep 
: feasibUity of reprocess~ng . I su sslnl{: opet~n . 
. the Air Force's .stocks of _c_e ..... .---
'Herbicide Orang~ will get .. ~ 
underway this week. . 

Agent Chemical Co; . of" ' 
',Houston, Tex., thas 'con~~' 

structed a pilot plant althe .', 
Seabee Center i~ Gulfport;; 

. and will work wJth up',t~ ~ 
5,500 gallons of the ma.ter- ' 
ial to determine; whether 
impurities can b~; removed,! 
from ·the liquid to make it' 

• safe,; for possible resaie·
l
' 

apd :co~merclalluse. f~:l "v"' 

The material is made 'up ... 
of two basic and widely 
used herbicides, 2,4-0 and ' 
2,4,5~t' J 

ApprOximatelY 800,000 
gl).lIons '; of Herb,clde Or-

. ange are In storage at 
Gulfport, with another 1.0 , 
million, gallons Btored on 
Johnston Island In the p~- ,-
cWe. ;.; ~, ' id '\ ".f 

The material \was used 
,'as a· \ defoliant during the. 
Vietnam war until its use 
was discontinued by the 
Department of'Oefense 

(' 


