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Herbicide Orange reprocess_i‘ng_ :

Agent Chemi’cal spokesman
raps sus_pem

By TIMOTHY Kmlnm

A spokesman fon a’ Houaton.’

Tex., chemical company-
ing to reprocess Herbicide'

tempt-

the firm needs more time to de-
velop the pilot facility at the Sea-
bee Center in Gulfport.- "

Dr. A. Beryl Gainer, assistant

secretary-treasurer, of Agent
Chemical Inc., gaid, “It is unfair :
to judge our resuits until 'we have *

more operating data. We need
more time to test Quik gt
develop optimum of
tions."

to a decision Thursd
pllot project. The firrh's latest at-

tempt to reprocess the banned her- -
bicide into an environmentally
acceptable and markétable prod-

uct began about a month ago.
Air Force profect .officer Karl

Merrill said the projeet was being .

suspended after the company’s fil-

tering system removed only small

range-
criticized Friday the AfF Force's -
suspension of the project, saying:

The Agent Cheng d‘w okes- .

man's remarks e nse
by the Air. .

Force to suspend the €empany's .

#amounts of & Yanned eomamlwt-

fram-the herbicide ¢ two test
runs and an inciner Bg.t@\ failed to
burn two cartridges:

.~ Merrill plahs®to miet the Air

;;' Force officialain w;mlqnon next

week to review the company's pro-
gress and determidg what ateps
will be taken concentupthe herbi-
cide's. dispositien,. -

About _800,000. galions f defal-
iant, hanned aince 1970,
use it Vietnam when' tami-
nant dioxin was linked h birth de-
fects, have heen ntmd at the

 Beabee- Center w er 1.8
‘mfllion gallons have béén red o'n
Johngton Island in the -

- The Air Force mpoqnd in 1974 to

*’burn the herbicide at sog,an action

protested by environthentallats
., -and chemical company; répreuent-
<.atives at a hearing céngucted last
'year by the Environmental Protec-
- tion"Agency. Tite Air'Bokce then in-

‘vited proposalg by iness
to reprocess 'the hierbiclde on.a
pilot basis.

. Agent Chem{cal later (received a .
- permit from the Mississ

ippi Air
and Water Pollution Control Com-
mission to conatmigct an experimen-
tal facility at.the S8eabee Center
and test its proposal's feasibility.

The compak¥’s initial testing ran
afoul in November of last year
when its first incineratgr malfunc-
tioned. Further testl nder. the
scrutiny of Air Foree%tiail Ye-
gan again last month.. -,

In‘the latest found of testa, Agent
Chemical has attempted, to isolate
dioxin during two test runs. Ana-
lysis from the first run by a ckemi-
cal firm in New Orleans indicated

the process wo;ked ‘but an analysis

by Wright 8taté University in Ohio
of -the first and second batches
showed only traces of dioxin had
been removed. ,
Earler this week, the company
attempted to glcinorate two empty
!gt ‘s of the type which would
cantah the poxic dimdﬁ. But both
attemw cofiductéd tn a vacuum,
resulted in- pu'mi and unaccepta—
ble burns. .- o

ing its.

o tlxauto

~ tiltering wystem and’

y the ire of “f

nslon,
mical offici

the suspe
Agent
“It's hﬁ) aoon to say: ﬂua process

doesn't work,” said Gedner. “It's -~
been préven in three: labaratory -

tem and mymom timp betore it
: &aw; on Wthu coms -
pany, er said b the her-
y ! ful and
.if o tum;er testa madé on -
. , the Air
Force nf propase that =
the valuable def be burned at *°

seaabOﬁrdtheDutch-ovmdmci

~-nerator

“There's Almtdy ?nlution to .

 the problem (what, tQ 80 with the

‘herbicide) ami thau repfocess-
Ing,” safd Gaiher. "bur system -
md it's o n matter of -
rlect it.’
said the THiw rate in the
two test runs was too sapid for the
the ma-
-terials uped'as tiiters i
ters may have beéén \ﬁproductive
‘because of age.

He said the company’s | lnciaeut—
ing system would work if allowed
to operate under pressure instead
of in a vacuum.

‘*We thought we would have
more opportunities to test this pro-

. u wd Muo. mt un-
mr ‘not to dezelop operating data

on a new incinerator."
Air Force officials were ex-
pected ta leave the Coast Saturday
although Gainer said Agent Chemi-
cal officials will continue to iron
out problems with the incinerator.
3t wasgmderstood shat the com-

) 'pn.ny would be:permified to work

the padwithout handling dioxin *
m‘lhe herbicide while Air Force of-
ﬂeiala are not at the site.

Fhe Texgs firm has placed its in-.

. vestment i the profect at $609,000..

The herbicide, -if-purified, is esti- |
mated to be worth $30 million to -
$60 million in today's chemical
market. The Air Force purchased
its supply for $17 millien.. ... .

M \2»;;,

ithe cannis-



