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LETTER REGARDING CONCERN FOR DISPOSITION PROCESSING OF HERBICIDE
ORANGE NCBC GULFPORT MS

12/12/1976
GULFPORT MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 



eo 

. , 
'. 

THOMAS A. QUIGLEY 1.0. 

AOU?E e. NO"WOOO VILI.AGtE: .. 

Dec.. 12,1976 

t:a~. J ames ~re"::bley 
Air Frace Ccc~.:···!2.tional and Enviornmental . 

Healta Labor~tory 
.. Kelly Field, Sa!. ~tonio, Texas 

.; ... 
Dear Maj. TreI!loley: . 

I 8m writing il! regards to the concern of the starr.o"r 
Memorial Hosp~. tal' at Gulfport. and several citizens or· .... 
t!1e neighborhc~ods: surrouI\ding the Naval CB Base, regarding 
th~ disposition of Herbicide Orange, as planned by t~e Air 
Force and Age~t Chemical Corp.· 0 •••• . 
:..Spe:ial concern ~s created by the folloliing: - .. : .. 

... ·E\.£"'HQNIt 

1600 .~ ....... ,a 

~ 

- .. < 

~ ~ ";.:~ -... -c:­
- ~.". 

I .' -- .,. '. •• .... • 

1. Chemical proc¢ssing of raw, heated· Herbicide· Orange:" : ~>" .. : 
·in the center of a large populous area and only. two blocks _. 
fro!!! our two commUnity hos~)itals. What. are your estimates .. 
ot: the spillav.-e of dioxin, va:r>orization· of dioxin" and .herbicide: " 
in heating, and dapger of plant accident or acciden~ of ~ature~ . 

.. . ....... .... ' .. :' .. ' ... .. 

2. Concentrati~ the dioxin on··c~~e~al·:iric~~as~~ lt~"dqer· . ~ -: 
of dispersal and ·toxicity. How stable is . the adsorption of ........... :: .. 
dioxin on charcoal? What about the dangers of dispersal or . 
this mixture by accident at the storage at the base or in 
transportatio:: through the city of. Gulf:lort? 

. . ..... 
We will appreciate your answers to these questions 'and 
otht'-r information for our consideration. 

'.. ~ : 

. :: 

Uincerely, 
1 ...' ..... ~ l·oL 

:. .. , J\.. ... ' I'''~" J "i'- t. t)". ~ .;;.?-- .. 

Thomas A. Quigley t . H. D.", M.P.H 
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BaekYClrd ne-:ve, 90S 

The Dal!,. Herald: " , 
The ~1!53\.sslppl Air and Water 

PolluUon Board plans to Issue a 
permit to allow Agent Chemical 
Co. or 'Texas to chemically repro­
ce331~.OOO barrels of Hcrblclde Or­
ange at Gulfport CB Baee. A 
chemical called dioxin (TeDD) Is 
to be extracted from the herbicide, 

DIoxin has a toxicity to humans 
roughly eq'Jlvalent to 80me of the 
deadliest nerve g&aCts. Dioxin Is 
"probably the moat toxic' known' 
substance" (see Hospital Practice, 
Oct. 1916). Four pounds Is ca)cu-' 
lated sutticlent to kill 100,000 peo­
ple. It Is a deadly polson whether 
Inhaled, lngeated, or, absorbed' 
through the akin. :" "';,,: '", :0: " , :' 

La:st summer 1ft Italy fourlba. of, 
dioxin were vaporized through a' 

, aafety valve, Wind, carried It 12 ' 
mllea away (l,e. BiloxI) to a com­
munIty and there BcaUered 1t over 
320 acres. Within two weeks 800 
people were being treated for kid-

, ney.llver, and dbflgurlng skin dis· 
, ease (Chloracne) and ,~O, were 
, hospltaUzed. Several thousand w111 

l'equlre l1tel~ng medical observa-
Uo~ . 
" Proceulng win Include, opening 

•• the drums of herbicide. hiaUng to 
boiling point In a tank, filtering 
~ c~oa1~ Lut mqnth In a 

: .. , ;. 
:.~ .. . -.. 

. , , .... 

small trial chemical run In Gulf­
port, sufficient polson leaked tn the 
nlr to cause vegetation to wither 
or die one-third mlle away. After 
pr~!!e8s1ng. approximately 1,000 .' 
cy' ndcrs (10 ft long by 30 In diam­
etc:') of deadly dioxin absorbed on 
l'!:,' rcoal must be stol'ed at the 
11;,. ~ or moved out tht'ough the 
Cat'; At present no other stale will 
c,l'l:epl these cylinders or allow 
th'; m to cross state UncI. 

1 know of no consu1ta.ti~n of med­
iCI.1 authorltle.s here regarding this' 
PNCCSS. Little or l'\0 representatfon 
has been allowed by the commis· 
al(\n to the most interested partie. ,., .~ , 
c{.·ncerned - that oUhe people llv- . - ", ~ • 
h!~~ or working adjacent to the N a· .', 
\ .,1 CB Base. Few, have be.en . 
iJ.;·ormed or the Incredible toxicity , .': . 
0: dioxin. " , ,', '. ..: 

I belleve that Agent' Chemical' ';. " " " ; 
C;·. should not be allowed ,to pl'O· 
\': ss Dioxin here In the center of 

, If rge residential areas and wlthSn ' 
t·· .. o blocks of two community has­
}:~tals, Ship out the Herbicide Or-

• r.'lge at once to Johnson Island In­
t~lt~ Pacific Ocean where the other 
~'\OOO drums are stored, Write at 
• !It."e or mai10gram the MiSSissippi 
i.lr and Water Pollution Commlae 
,.ion. P.O. Box 821. Jackson, Misl. '!, 

:,9203 and ask them not to Issue this' " • 
J crmlt. : .. ...- .. " ; .. 
','HOMAS QUIGLEY, M, D •• M. P ..... 
'f . " .. 
::;~1fP9rt ' ~ .. _ 

" 

, " 

'THE DAIIX Ii:ERALD 
. ' PuhtlShed by Gulf Pu~,,:shing Co .• Inc. . 

,: Roland Wetk,~ Jr, ..tmbro.'(t G Uar:pt"" JamP:l ./. umd 
, ,"~$idM'. G.".reI Mo!!OO." , AI~/" ", fJilor 

':':," Ro\ert P. McHugh; e ... CYt;.,. Editor ! 

" /,EUKen~ P. Wilkf':l &n R . • 'Mom,,, 7"",mfl.~ n: Ox)k 
ltli,o, .. ",.,;trn Co-olJI i.-=It., MtI~;ttg Uiltll 

Monday, Dec~~l1ber 13, 1976 
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