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THOMAS A. QUIGLEY LD,

ROUTE &. NORWCOD VILI.AG(V ‘ .
CGULFPORT, MISSISSI®M 39301

Dec. 12,1976

) L TEVERrMONR
{600 8I+-FIR
Maj. James Trewdley :
Air Froce Cccu—ational and Enviornmental
Healt: Laboratory
Kelly Field, Sa: Antonio, Texas

Dear Maj. Tremoley:

I am wriﬁing in regards to the concern of the staff:df - iriilﬂ‘
Memorlal Hospital at Gulfport .and several citizens of - SRR
he neighborhcods; surrounding the Naval CB Base, regurdlng

the dispositiocn of Herbicide Orange, as planned by the Alr. 7;
Force and Agert Chemlcal Corp. S o RIS

.
. ‘ . '

-

-Spe-ial concern 1s created by the followlng. S jj--r s

1. Chemical D"oce551ng of rawv, heated Herblclde Orange el
'in the center of a large populous area and only two blocks ..
from our two communlty hosvitals. What are your estimates - =~
of the spillage of dioxin, vaporization of dioxin and .herbicide
in heating, and dangbr of plant accldent or accident of nature?

2. Concentraulng the dioxin on charcoal increases 1ts danger
of dispersal and toxicity. How stable is the adsorption of
~dioxin on charcoal? What gbout the dangers of dispersal of °
this mixture by accident at the storage at the base or in -
transportatie: through the city of Gulfonort? - e

- We will appreciate your answers to “these questlons and
’othnr information for our consideration. .

vincerely,

L I}\.*r‘») \f“‘)[‘ .
- Thomas A. ingley,.MAD.,_M.P.H
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small trial chemical run In Gult-

Backyard nervé_ cjus’

Tre Daily Herald: :
The Misstssippl Afr and Water
Pollution Board plans to {ssue &
permlit to allow Agent Chemical
Co. of Texas to chemlcally repro-
ce33 15,000 barrels of Herbicide Or-
ange at Gulfport CB Banse, A
chemical called dloxin (TCDD) is
to be extracted from the herbicide.

Dioxin has a toxlcity to humans
roughly eguivalent to some of the
deadliest nerve gases. Dioxin is

“probably the most toxic known -

substance*’ (see Hospital Practice,
Oct. 1976). Four pounds is calcu.’
lated sufficlent to kill 100,000 peo-
" ple. It is a deadly polson whether
inhaled,
. through the skin. .- - ,; s

Laat summer in Ita.ly four lba. of .
dioxin were vaporized thruugh =&
_safety valve. Wind carrled it 12

miles away (i.e. Biloxl) to a com-
munity and there scattered it over
320 acres. Within two weeks 3500
people were being treated for kid-
ney. llver, and distiguring skin dis-
“ ease {Chloracne) and 50 were
" hospltalized. Several thousand will

require lifelong medical observa-

tion,
" Processing will include opening
. the drums of herbicide, heating to
hoiling point in a tank, filtering
thrmgh charcoal, Last mqnth ina

"’- RS

ingeated, or. absorbed ‘

port, sufficient poison leaked in the
air to cause vegetation to wither

- or die one-third mile away. After

proceasing, approximately 1,000
cx' nders (10 ft long by 30 in dlam-
cles) of deadly dloxin absorbed on
chorcoal must be stored at the
bi. ¢ or moved out through the
citv. Al present no other state will
avcept these cylinders or allow
them to cross state lincs. .
t know of no consultetion of med-
icul authorities here regarding this’
pracess. Little or no representation

has been allowed by the commis. - V

slon to the most interested parties .
ccncerned — that of the people live -
fr: or working adjacent to the Na-

v..] CB Base. Few.have baen y

. ir.’ormed of the lncredlble toxlcity

o! dloxin. ’1'

I belleve that Agenl Chemical

€&, should not be allowed to pro-

¢: 88 Dioxin here In the center of

“1r rge residential areas and within -

C e

t-so blocks of two community hos.
F-tals. Ship out the Herbiclde Or-

« cage at once to Johnaon Island in-

the Paclfic Ocean where the other -
2,000 drums are stored. Write at
s nve or mallogram the Mississippt
sir and Water Pollution Commis. -

»ion, P.O. Box 827, Jackson, Miss, *
+9205 and ask them not to issue thls =

y ermit, ™
*HOMAS QUIGLEY M D.. M. P -
N . .
-_-ultpgrt V- : i . -

Roland Wéeks Jr.

N

Ambrose ' Marwpton  James J. Lund

Monday, December 13, 1978
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