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LETTER FROM U S AIR FORCE REGARDING  RESPONSE TO RAIL TANK CAR
DISPOSITION POST TRANSPORTATION OF HERBICIDE ORANGE NCBC GULFPORT MS

5/25/1977
U S AIR FORCE
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HQ USAf WASH DC/LGT 

CDR MTMC WASH DC/V( 

LGTTB READ 
LGT OFC OF SIG 

INfO CBC GULfPORT MS/PACER HO PROJECT DIRECTOR 

CDR AfLC WPAfB OH/LO 

CDR SA ALC KELLY AfB TX/DS-XR-Sf 

ASA WASH DC/I&L 

HQDA WASH DC/DALO-TSZ-A 

CDR USADARCOM ALEXANDRIA VA/DRCMM-ST 

CDR USATROSCOM ST LOUIS MO/DRSIS-KA 

CDR MTMCEA BAYONNE NJ/MTE-IN 

ASD WASH })C/I&L 

SUBJ: DODX TANK CARS IN SUPPORT OF PROJECT PACER HO. 

REf: YOUR 0622~lZ MAY 77. 

1. THIS IS A JOINT AF/LGT, PACER HO PROJECT DIRECTOR MSG. 

2. THE AIR fORCE DOES NOT CONCUR WITH THE TECHNICAL ANALYSES AND 

CONCLUSIONS REFLECTED IN REFERENCED MESSAGE CONCERNING fUTURE USE 

OF TANK CARS THAT WILL BE EMPLOYED IN rUE tiOVEMENT OF HO BETWEEN 

NCBC GULFPORT AND THE WATER TERMINAL. THEREfORE, WE DO NOT AGREE 
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THAT TITLE TO THE CARS BE TRANSfERRED TO THE AIR fORCE OR THAT A 

DECISION REGARDING EVENTUAL DISPOSITION OF THE CARS BE MADE AT THIS 

TIME. 

3. CONSISTENT WITH OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS, PER YOUR RECOMMENDATION 

THE MINIMUM NUMBER Of TANK CARS WILL 8E EXPOSED TO HO. 

4. IN VIEW Of THE CONTRASTING OPINIONS REGARDING THE EfFECT Of HO 

ON THE TANK CARS, RECOMMEND WE PROCEED WITH THE OPERATION AS 

PLANNED, INCLUDING THE CLEANING OF THE TANK CARS AS PROPOSED. ON 

COMPLETIOr~ OF CLEANING, TESTS CAN BE MADE TO DETERMINE THE ACCEPTA­

BILITY OF THE TANK CARS FOR CONTI~UED USE IN POL SERVICE, OR A 

DECISION MADE REGARDING EVENTUAL DISPOSITION Of THE CARS SHOULD THIS 

BE r~ECESSARV. 
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