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Mississippl Coast, Thursday Afternoon May 26, 1977

Inside report

Herbicide errives ot port

The first rail shipment of toxic Herbicide
Orange arrived at the State Port of Gulfport
early Thursday to be pumped aboard the
Dutch ship Vulcanus. There were no reported
incidents in the rail shipment. A-2.

Herbicide moves
aboard Vulcanus

The first shipment of
toxic Hervicide Orange ar-
rived under heavy securily
at the State Port at Guif-
port early Thursday tec be
pumped aboard the Duteh
ship Vulcanus.

A string of eight tank
cars — 8six which con-
tained the banished defol-
iant — moved at creep
gpeed along Iilinofe Guif
Central rallroad lines past
blocked off roadways to
the port.

The shipment arrived at
6 a.m.

There were no reported
incidents in the rail move-
ment.

Operation Pacer Ho, the
designated name for the
military project shuttling
the herbicide out of the
state, Thursday included
pumping the defoliant
from tank cars into the
cargo tanks of the special-

ized incinerator ship.

Pumpling operations re-
portedly began minutes
after the rail cars arrived
as hosea were installed
aboard the tank cars and
connected to the tanks of
the Vulcanus.

Moving the herbicide
abcard the Vuleanus be.
gun without & contract
signed between the Air
Force and the ship's own-
ers.

A $4 million agreement
is expected to be signed
goon for the incineration
duty, the Air Force said.

Tank cars will be moved
each morning to the port
until all of the 15,000
53-galion drums of herbi.
cide are pumped aboard
the ship.

Once loaded, the Vul-
canus is scheduled to
gteam to a site in the Pa-
cific to burn the substance.
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