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Air Force to 
seek perml_ 
to burn rest ~ 
of herbicide \J 

By A SUN 8TAJ'F WRlTlilR 

The Air Force will apply 
next week for a permit to 
burn 1.5 million gallons of 
Herbicide Orange stored 
on Johnston Island In the 
Pa9ific, following the suc
cessful incineration of th 
amount stored for seve 
years in Gulfport, a 
spokesman said Wednes
day. 

The 800,000 gallons of the 
toxic chemical removed 
last' month . from the 
8eabee Center were In
cinerated over an U-day 
period Which concluded 
Monday, according to the 
spokesman. 

He said the burn, which -
was conducted in an 
illOlated area in the Pacific 
-aboard the Incinerator ship 
Vulcanus, "went very 
well." 

The Air Force conducted 
the burn under a retearch 
permit 1118Ued by the En
vironmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) In April. It 
will prellent monitoring re
sults and other data 
lathered from the bum to 
the EPA next week when it 
requests a permit to de
elroy the remaining d~
foliant. AIr Force officials 
said they were optimistic 
~e second permit would be 
issued. 

The Vulcanus would 
need two phaaes In which 
to burn the. 1.6 :rriillion 
gallons arid the Air Force 
has a target date of Sept. 
25 for its completion. 

The Air Force is paylng 
abOut $5 million for the 
remova,J and burning of the 
herbicide which-originally 
cost the federal govern
ment $17 million. It was 
\18M ill the \'let am ar to 
demo,. JUIlIlee until lITO 
whea it wu linked to birth 
defectl &ad ban ... 


