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LETTER FROM U S AIR FORCE REGARDING REQUEST TO BURY WASTE MATERIAL
FROM HERBICIDE ORANGE STORAGE SITE NCBC GULFPORT MS

8/1/1977
U S AIR FORCE
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Lu4fill Dlapc:N1al of .... u Material Proa Berblci&ta .t0n9"~' 
Site 
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_ •. ·~z,.1a., KaDager 
I1HL .taUaa.. ltS25 

1. la J~ 1977,' the a&AP auoc ... tully ~1.te4· the 
r.-oval of '.3,000 gall0n8 of aurplua B.rbicide Oraaqe, 
.50.50 aht:'ure of 2,+-d1chloropheDoxy-ac.tie acid 
(2~4-D) aDd 2,4,5-tridh1orophenoxyaoetic acid (2,4,5-~) 
fJ:Oll open' atorage at the liIaval COnstruction B.~taliGD 
Center (NeBe), Gulfport .MS. I ... di&tely .fter tbe 
rao_1 of the herbialde. USAP and tm W.VY peraODDel· 
beg .. reclaaation of the storage aite. Thia actiDD 
baa rUult:ed 1a the accuaulatiOll ot about 320 cub10 
yarda of vaabt IUlteriau 9UMtrated during atoraqe 
..a re.oval operatiou •. 'I'M bulk of thia .. ten.l 
(ewer 85') 1 ... athere4 WoodeD fr_a etaed for .toft .. 
raau for the 15,350. 5s.talloD 4nM of berbic.{_. 
Ifbe det&11e4 CQIIIpOaitioa of tbe ¥ute .. tleda1 18 .. 
follows. 
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2. All of the waste material may have beel\. oont-.inated. 
~o varying deqre •• with the herbicide and the ohelLlcal 
2,3,7,8-tetraahlorodibenso-p-dioxin (TCDD). "plloa1:e~ ,:.~ 
'analya .. ot t.he herbicide impregnated oil .orb .. ~' 
pe~rol.um-ba.ed aludq. indiaated oonoentration of ~CDD 
of 10 and 62 parte per billion, nap.cU.-ly. !'hie 
would equate roughly to a total of approximat.ly one 
ailllonth of one gram of '!'CDD in the bent.onite cl., 
aacl aludge. Only 10' of tha wooden storage ~ haw 
yi.1bl. aipa of herbicl"- .taiftll. ,All of this voo4 
haa been tr •• t.ed previowfly with a wood pnaervaU_ 
'&ad analyai. for TeDD w.. not po •• ible. .' 

3. Continued open storage of the •• vaate material. 
at-NCBC i. not acceptable becauae ot the hiqh wind 
haaard alon9 the Gulf Coaat and the coat. involved 
1n prev.antinq wind movement of 1:his waate. Burnift9 
1. not acceptable .ince herbicide. (2,4-D and 2,., 
5-7) will volatili •• at open fire ttamperaturea pro
duoing vapora that damage .:let garden crop. (taaatoe., 
b .... , ate.), a. well .a, orn ... nt.l .hrab. and other 
broadlaa f plant.. Sal vag- or any fona of reua. of 
tha.. material. 1. not advi.able due ~o the pr .. et'lae 
of 'reDD, even thouqh 'l'CDD 1. pre.eat .~ • wry low 
lewal. The only acceptable _thocl of diapoaal 1. 
burial in an approved lan4fill. . 

4. Requeat your approval for th. burial of approxi
mately l3~J cubio yarde of v.ate _tari.l .~ the !l1t'L 
landfill • .,... 

JAC!( W. r/ ::.TERS 
Br~g:\:i3r CCi:~r2t, USft.F, 
DC3iLoL;;:ti\.,,:s O;;~ratjons 

1 Atch 
EPA Region tv Ltr~ 
21 July 1977 
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