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LETTER FROM U S AIR FORCE REGARDING RECLAMATION OF HERBICIDE ORANGE
CONTAMINATED SITES NCBC GULFPORT MS
10/23/1980
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October 21, 1980

MEMORANDUM FOR AF/LEE

SURJECT: Reclamation of Herbicide Orange Contamirated Sites

References:

a. SAF/MIQ letter, Herbicide Orange Storage Site
Reclamation - Gulfport, Mississippi, December 10, 1979 (Atch 1)

b. AF/SG letter, Herbicide Orange Storage Site Recla-
mation - Naval Construction Battalion Center (NCBC), Gulfport,
Mississippl, June 25, 1980 (Atch 2)

c. SAF/MIO letter, Herbicide Orange Storage Site
Reclamation, August 7, 1980 (Atch 3)

d. AF/LEE letter, Herbicide Orange Site Reclamation,
Soptember 12, 1980 (Atch 4)

There currently exist three sites of primary interest with
some degree of residuval contamination resulting from past Herbicide
Orange activity: the NCBC storage yard, the Johnston Island storage

arca, and the Hardstand 7 area, Eglin AFB, Florida. Our ultim:te
goal must be to ensure that these sites are returned te a state of
being suitable for full and beneficial use and compatible with
national environmental and public health goals.

Earlier, I reqguested AF/SG to recommend research neces:ary to
determine possible methods for restoration of these sites (rnolcrence

a). In a coordinated AF/SG, AF/RD and AF/LE rcsoonse (Refeoroncd b)
a2 pure ressarch effort was outlined. lowever, [ am not couvinced
that such an absence of knowledage exists and, in fact, enougb
xnowiedge may already be available to procecd directly to & site
restoration effort. With either approach, characterizathron of the
contamination must be determined as a starting point and thus iy
request for initial sampling (Reference c¢).

rs stated, I am not convinced that our state of knowledge will
not. permit a more direct approach to these site restoration rcuira-
ments. Therefore, request the Air Force Enginecring and Services
Center be tasked to assume overall management status, revioew the
proposed research protocol and make recommendations relative to ¢
more direct site restoration approach. In addition, ple:
with AF/RD and provide a funding profile for the program recarienco
1 would appreciate a brief, periodic status report of your nrofrore
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