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LETTER REGARDING DETERMINATION OF CONTAMINATION RISK FOR PROPOSED
OPERATIONS CONCERNING DRAINAGE DITCH WORK NCBC GULFPORT MS

3/27/1985
U S AIR FORCE HEADQUARTERS



REPLY TO 

AlTN OF: 

SUBJECT: 

TO: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 

BOLLING AFB. D.C. 20332 -6188 

27 March 1985 

SGES 

Herbicide Orange Contamination at Naval Construction Battallion Center, 
Gulfport (Your Ltr, 12 Mar 85) 

Lt Commander K. o. Galer 
CEC - USN 
Public Works Officer 
Naval Construction Battalion Center 
Gulfport, Mississippi 39501-5000 

1. In reviewing your request, we have made comparison to the risk analyses 
made by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) in their assessment of the 
Times Beach Missouri (TBM) Residential Area. 

2. CDC's evaluation at TBM resulted in a determination that for residential 
areas, soil levels below 1 Part Per Billion (PPB) do not represent a level 
of concern. Hence, upon cursory comparison, activities in an environment 
of 80 Parts Per Trillion (PPT) (equivalent to 0.08 PPB) , would also not 
constitute a level of concern. 

3. Further, when several key factors in CDC's overall assessment are 
adjusted for the NCBC operation in question, the risk is reduced again. 
Primarily, the exposure duration is 3 weeks vs CDC's 70 years lifetime 
exposure; exposures will be to soil levels of 0.08 PPB vS'CDC's 1.0 PPB. 
Hence, the total lifetime intake will be reduced by several orders of 
magnitude. 

4. Based on this comparison, this office considers the risk associated with 
the proposed operations to be significantly below the level of concern 
established by CDC for residential areas. Hence, we perceive no real hazard 
to the personnel involved in this operation. 

5. You may address any questions to Lt Colonel Capell, AUTOVON 297-5078. 

T.b.lkl, USAF, BSC Copy to: USAF OEIIL/CC 
Chief, Bioenvironmental Engineering AFESC/DEV/RDV 
Office of the Surgeon General AFAMRL/TH 
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