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C00i2 rEYL 
Large-scale testing set for luly 

Air Force to begin soil processing at former herbicide orange site 
HQ ,AFESC, TYNDALL expected by' the end of this tion, officials say it should 

AI'B. Fla. - The AlrForce year. depending on adminia- take' about 90 days to com
gin activitiea In July trative procelling and ap- plete the project. Scientists 

for I ge-seale testing of proval of the permit appliea-' 8ay the on-site lab will speed
tecbnol to remove dioxin tion, flied with tb~. E .. v1ron- up the process since they'll 
OOIltal~k&t1on at a former mental Protection Agency in be able to analyze the soil aa 

orange stor~ Ilte January. it's being treated and 1m-
GlL.tb Naval Coutruction LaJ)oratory officials 8ay it mediat,ely put It back on the 
Battalion Center (NCBC) , wlil take approxfmately 8ix site. ; . . 

) Oultport, Mias. . weeki fOr the pri.Q1ary civil- Tbe'large-scale test follows 
The ~.4 n;liIUon researcb Ian contractor, EDaco Corp., 8mall-scale technology (tem

project will,be tun by the Air . of P'rankUn, Tenn., t() let up onstratlons conducted by the 
J'orce Engineering .and Ser •. their equipment on the site. AFESC 'Laboratory at the 
riee. Center (AFESC) La,bo. Enaco will then conduct a 81t~ last summer. Tbe' 
ratory at TyDdall AFB, Pan- : test run and 8ubmlt- 80U tbermal treatment process to 
UIl& ;Clty, Fla. Thougb atlll samples' for verification be used at NCBC' has. alao 
u.tfJd and funded aa strictly prior to full-8cale proce8sing been the 8ubject Of8&DC
• rMea.tcb and development . operatlon8. A,nalys!s, tioned teatlngby the EPA. 
e~t 'the prqject could ac. monitol"~ by AFESC selen- The Air Force .tored 
tQalItreault lritotal reclama~ . ti8t8, wl11 be condUcted. In a . herbicide orange (a defoliant 
.. tt the 8ltebecauseof~e ; apeci-.J laboratoray facility used in Vietnam) at the Navy 
..... volume' of soU nece. on the site. and wiD be veri- base In the 70'8. Nearly one 
.."tor 8cientlfic validation tied ~y additional .samplea ; million ,allona at the dioxin
.. the ~atment procell .. sent to anQther Independent contaminated liquid were 
....-c'scientists eatimate laborato"~ > safely incinerated aboard the 
jII'cIceuIng some 1000 tons of Once certlficaUon Ie com- IncIneraUon 8b1p 'Vulc8.nusln., 
.... mJnated I01l at NCBQ.· plete, and acknowledged b1 1977. However! 8mall spilla, 

.. ~, < ,'" . - _ "tb.~ A as effective In re- moat meuurlJW le88 than aix· 
Completion of the project ".: ,J~, tbe soU toAfe condl-"/, Inch.' in dUmietltr. OccUind .. 

(rom leaking during storage 
and while moving the drums 
and pumping the chemical 
into large tanks for transpor
. tatio~ to the ship. 

The Air Force lias con
tinuously monitored and 
sampled the area, as well aa 
nearby Turkey Or,eek. in ad
dition to their research and 
development effort8. Sampl
ing 8tUI,haa' revealed no 

- .... 

health threat to nearby,com
munities or wildlife. 

The AFESC' -Laboratory Is 
responsible for the Air Force 
Environmental Qualit, ae
search and Development 
Program, developing meth
od8 and techniques to detect 
and abate the impact of pol
lutants which have or may 
result from the deployment 
of Air Force system8. 
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