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The follO\\lng members of the Restoration Advisory Board met In the Building I Conference Room at 
the :\aval Construction Battalion Center in Gulfport . .\fisslsslppi. on February 6. 1997 

Gordon Crane 
Edie Dreher 
Steve Dickerson 
Joe Halasz 
.-\11 Holzwelssil! 

Retha Longmire 
Carolyn Rushing 
Joyce Shaw 
William Spalding 
CDR Zink 

In addinon. the following guests were wekomed from the community: 

Pat Choarr 
Gayle F rings 
Emile Hoskins 
Ruth Lizana 

Support personnel attending the meeting included: 

Penny Baxter. ABB Environmental Senices 
:'-jancy Brooks. NCBC Gulfport 

Vicki Overstreet 
Anita Saujon 
Cherie Schulz 

.-\11 Conrad. Southern Division. Naval Facilities Engrneering Command 
Marland Dulaney. ABB Environmental Services 
Robert Fisher, ABB Environmental Services 
Nancy Rouse. ABB Environmental Services 
Michael Smith. NCBC Gulfport 
Lt. Carol Womack. NCBC Gulfport 

Welcome: Steve Dickerson weIc'omed the RAB and guests and opened the meeting at 6:40 p.m. 

Steve Dickerson polled the audience to see how they heard about the meeting. One person heard through the 
newspaper article which appeared in the Sun Herald that morning; the remaining attendees are on the mailing 
list and received a flyer. 

Steve Dickerson provided a brief overview of the City' s sampling efforts at Brickyard Bayou. 

Approval of RAB Meeting Minutes: Minutes of the January 1997 RAE Meeting were accepted with two 
corrections: .Carolyn Rushing and William Spalding were incorrectly listed as being in attendance. 
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\e", Informarion on the Exposure Assessment and Communi~' Sun'ey: Dr. \Iarland Dul::rney provided 
3. brief review of the results of the exposure assessment that \\ ere pre\ lOusly presented. He then pro\'lded 
ne\v informanon concerning the clty's procedure of delivenng soli to resldennal yards as parr oftheu ditch 
mamren::rnce acnvltles. He explalOed that the presence of the solis could present ::rn exposure parhw(lY If the 
dItches \\-ere connected to the Seabee Center' s duch system (\vhleh IS not necessarrly the case l. The quanmy 
vf sediment deposited onto yards is not known. Steve DIckerson compiimemed the 'a· ... y on the 
thoroughness of the assessmem. 

'-:ancy Brooks. the Seabee Center's Public Atfairs Officer. , .... as Idemitied as rhe smgle pOint of contact for 
mformation about dioxm and HerbiCIde Orange. 

Some of the questlons::rnd answers from the audience are summarized below' 

Q: Would dioxm aifect plant gro\\1h? 
A.: No. dioxm IS not an herbiCIde such as Herbicide Orange. Further. Herbicide Orange \\iould nor affect 
plant growth ifit were found in the sedIment. rt \ .... orks only Ifapplied to the leaves and stems of plants. 

Q: A.re there other sources of diOXIn In the community? 
.-\: Dr. Dulaney explained that there are other sources of dimon. He explained that \\le need to determine 
where the dioxin is comrng trom ::rnd what the background levels of dioxin are 10 the area. 

Q: \Vhat is the next step? 
:-\: The next step is to develop the long-term biological monitonng plan. which will lay out the method for 
measuring the concentrations of dioxins in plants and animals living in the area. 

Q: Are there other materials (besides dioxin) being tested? 
A: Yes. a remedial investigation will be looking for everything else. In addition. the recently submitted 
groundwater monitoring plan discussed how the Seabee Center will study the groundwater to determine that it 
is clean. 

Q: You're lookIng at ditches that are top level. What about the buried materials? rfs not very tar to the 
water table. 
A: Yes. you're correct in stating that the water table is close to the surface. A couple ofreporrs were 
completed about a year and half ago to summarize the results of the groundwater (water beneath the swface) 
study at Site 8. The reports. referred to as Technical Memorandwn #5 and Technical Memorandwn #6, are 
located in the lnformation Repository in the public library. The Center is currently investigating the landfills 
on base to see if dioxins and other contaminants are present. The focus now is on dioxin because it has been 
found. We want to frnd out how much and where it is as quickly as possible. 

Installation Restoration Program (IRP) Update: Art Conrad and Gordon Crane provided an update on 
the IRP as summarized below: 
• In January, Sites I and 5 were investigated using a Terraprobe sample. A report is being prepared which 

will be available within about 30 days. Site I was a general materials landfill. Site 5 was another landfill 
of the same nature. 

• Funding to implement the first three Administrative Order Workplans has been approved but not yet 
awarded. However, we do not expect any problems in awarding the funding so that we can begin the 
work of finding the extent and quantity ot: dioxins in the sediment and groundwater. 

• The groundwater monitoring workplan is currently being reviewed by the Mississippi Departtnent of 
Enviromnental Quality (MSDEQ). 
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• :-he exposure assessmem IS s..:heduied to be 5ui:nmned to .\ fSDEO on .\ larch 15. I \;Ni -:l!e biological 
momtonng \\orkp/an must be suommed \\Hhlll 60 days of receipt of\ISDEQ .;ommenrs on the exposure 
assessment report. 

• The Technical ASSistance tor Public P:::unclpanon proposed rule \\'ould pronde tundmg ror traming. 
\vorkshops. and other Hems through F .:deral grants. RABs are asked to revIew and comment on the rule. 

The Na~-y Funding Letter 
.-\ draft letter was presented to the RAB for theIr comments and signature. .-\ guest asked It support from the 
community at large would gIve strength and credibilty to the request that funding for cleanup at NCBC 
Gulfport continue. After a lengthy diSCUSSIOn the R.AB agreed that community suppOrt \vould be welcome 
and helpful. The guest added that he \\ould like to be considered for membership on the RAB. 

RAB Long-Range Planning: Compietlon of RAB long-range plannmg was postponed unni the 1\larch 
RA.B meeting. :\'ancy Rouse prm 1ded some mtonnatlon for the RAB members to reVIew pnor to the 
brainstorming session. 

\Villiam Spalding requested that the em lronmemai cleanup program be broken dO\\m lOra a bar graph WIth a 
schedule and a percent completlon. 

ConcJusion: \iext month·s meeting \VIII be held on March 6. 1997. in the Building I Conference Room at 
\iCBC Gulfport. R.'\B long-range plannmg: \vill be completed. in addition to prOViding an update on the 
upcoming on-base and off-base samphng. 

The meeting closed at 8:00 p.m. 
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