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Delisting Ash at the Gulfport
Seabee Center

May 1997

The Gulfport Seabee Center has requested the Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality
(MSDEQ) to delist ash that is currently being stored on the base. The ash came from burning
soil in the late 1980s that contained dioxin. NCBC Gulfport Administrative Record
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Ash from burning soil that contained dioxin is stored on Site 8 of the Seabee Center.

What is delisting? Why is the ash still on the list? Didn’t the

. .,
The Federal Environmental Protection Agency burning remove the dioxin:

(EPA) has developed a very large list of Yes. The burning reduced the concentrations
chemicals that require special management of dioxin to the lowest levels achievable.
practices to safeguard public health. Materials However, Federal regulations are designed to
(such as the ash) that contain these chemicals be very cautious. They require that ash from
must also be managed with these same prac- incinerators must be tested to make sure it is
tices. When it is proven that these practices safe before it can be removed from the list. At
are no longer needed to protect human health the Seabee Center, the results of the testing
and the environment, a petition can be filed to were documented in a “delisting petition”
request that the practices be discontinued. entitled Addendum to Delisting Petition 0759,
This petition process is called “delisting.” submitted to the MSDEQ.
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Does delisting mean that the Seabee Center
can do anything they want with the ash?

No. The delisting agreement being discussed
between the Navy and the MSDEQ would
require that the ash continue to be managed as
if it were contaminated.

What are the benefits of delisting?

The Seabee Center is interested in cleaning up
the site and returning it to productive use as
quickly as possible. By delisting, at least two
years will be saved. Time savings also
translate to savings of taxpayer dollars.

Will delisting be protective of my health?

Yes. In fact, delisting will increase health
safeguards by:

e ensuring strict standards for cleanup.

e ensuring that the Navy and the Seabee
Center’s Restoration Advisory Board
(your citizens’ group) work closely to
develop a swift, protective, final remedy
for the site.

e activating a program to monitor the
groundwater (water beneath the ground) to
ensure that it continues to be safe.

What is the most likely “remedy” for the site?

No. Decisions have been made about the final
remedy for the site. Once a recommendation
is made, the community will be invited to a
meeting to discuss the proposal. Most likely,
the ash will remain on the site covered with a

“cap.” Caps are made with materials that .
cannot be penetrated by water. After it is

capped, the site could be returned to beneficial

use.

How can I participate in this decision?

Community participation is an important part
of the delisting process. The MSDEQ will be
holding a public comment period for at least
30 days. A notice of the comment period will
be placed in the Clarion Ledger and the Sun
Herald. In addition, meetings will be held in
the community so that you can ask questions
or share any concerns.

How Did the Dioxin Get in the Soil?

Dioxin is a byproduct of Herbicide Orange,
the defoliant used by the military during the
Vietnam War. Herbicide Orange was stored
in drums on the base by the Air Force during

the war. Some of the drums spilled before '
the herbicide was shipped off the base and

destroyed in the late 1970s.

Where could I find additional information
about the delisting petition?

The Navy’s formal delisting petition
document, entitled Addendum to Delisting
Petition 0759, is available at the Seabee
Center’s Information Repository in the
Harrison County Library in Gulfport,
Mississippi. The library also contains
documents relating to MSDEQ’s
Administrative Order, which governs future
dioxin-related cleanup at the site.




