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This fact sheet is one in a series informing interested cilizens of the environmental investigations and remedial actions at NCBC Gulfport. Fact
sheets have been and will continue to be produced at program milestones and in response to other items of public interest. Distribution is
coordinated through Gordon Crane, NCBC Gulfport Environmental Program Manage. Gordon Crane can be reached at 228-871-2485.

Introduction

The long-awaited cleanup of dioxin-containing
sediment will begin in mid-December, 2004. The
dioxin contamination resulted from the storage of
Herbicide Orange on the base during the Vietnam
War. During storage, some of the drums leaked.
Because dioxin (a contaminant of Herbicide
Orange) attaches to soil particles, it was washed
into the ditches by rainfall. This action follows
years of extensive study and community

‘)articipation.
T

he Cleanup Plan

The cleanup will include digging up contaminated
sediment in a forested wetland area north of the
base and in ditches on the base, as shown in the
figure on the following pages. The contaminated
sediment will placed in trucks, covered, and
transported along back roads to the Seabee Base.
When the excavated material reaches Site 8 on the
Seabee Base, it will be mixed with cement and
placed on Site 8, the Former Herbicide Orange
Storage Area. The mixed sediment and cement will
be covered with a one-foot thick concrete “cap” and
used for parking Seabee construction equipment and
-trucks.

Will dirty trucks be traveling through my
neighborhood?
No, before leaving the base, trucks will be cleaned
and inspected. The trucks will then exit the base,
usually from the Canal Road Gate. The trucks will
&m north on 58 Avenue from 28" Street to reach
e excavation area. When leaving the excavation
area, the material will be covered and the trucks will
be inspected for cleanliness before departing.

The full trucks will leave the area by turning west
onto 28" Street. They will enter the base through
the Canal Road Gate and travel through the base
along the streets as shown in the figure on the
following pages.

How long will the cleanup take?

The excavation north of the base should take
about two months to complete. Excavation of the
ditches on base should take another two months.
We expect to complete the cap late in the summer
of 2005.

Will contaminated sediment get into
Turkey Creek during excavation?

No. The project engineers have designed a series
of sediment recovery traps (SRTs) that are being
built to capture dioxin-contaminated sediment
during the cleanup process.

For more information...

! Questions concerning the dioxin investigations

or other environmental activities at the Seabee
Center may be directed to Gordon Crane, the
Environmental Program Manager, at (228) 871-
2485.

Final reports on the dioxin investigation at
NCBC are available at the Seabee Center's
local information repository at the foliowing
location:

Gulfport-Harrison County Library
Reference Section

21st Avenue

Guffport, MS 39501

Telephone: (228) 863-6411

December 2004
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